A WHITE-LEGGED DAMSELFLY AT KING’S MEADS

On the 17th June 2007 I was carrying out a dragonfly survey along Ditch 21, one of the finger ditches north of Manifold Ditch east of the flyover. During the winter the ditch had undergone some restoration work whereby the ditch was deepened by about 0.3 metres and the western bank graded to improve the biodiversity of the aquatic vegetation along that bank. The eastern bank was untouched and care was taken on two sections of the ditch to avoid new colonies of Water Violet Hottonia palustris.

I was walking along at a slow but steady pace counting dragonflies as I went when I noticed a damselfly perched on an overhanging stem, which looked paler than the other numerous Azure Damselflies Coenagrion puella. A quick look though my binoculars identified it as a male White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes. My immediate thought was to take a photograph for verification purposes but at this point the insect took off and flew up the ditch with white legs dangling below in characteristic fashion. After about 20 metres it settled again and I was able to get that all too important shot (see below).
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White-legged Damselfly King’s Meads 17th June 2007

The White-legged Damselfly is the rarest dragonfly in Hertfordshire and this is the first record for King’s Meads. To put it in perspective, during the 6-year Atlas Project, white-legs were recorded in only 14 of the 458 tetrads in the county, so this is the 15th. However, what is more intriguing is where it came from. The nearest stable colony is at Cornmill Meadows, as the few isolated colonies down the Lea Valley seem to be in decline.

