SMALL RED-EYED DAMSELFLY MAKES ITS DEBUT
The Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas is common and fairly widespread in Hertfordshire and is renowned for its habit of perching on lily pads. Its smaller cousin, the Small Red-eyed Damselfly Eryrthromma viridulum, which had been previously confined to mainland Europe, was first found breeding near Bradwell in Essex in 1999. In subsequent years, it spread quickly to most counties in southern England, but was not recorded in Herts until 2002 where a single specimen was found at Bowyers Water in Cheshunt.

In 2003, it was found at a further 3 sites along the eastern border with Essex which led to the conclusion that it was entering Hertfordshire through the Stort Valley.

In 2004, mainly due to the Dragonfly Atlas Project activities (see www.geocities.com/hertsdragonflies for more details), the Small Red-eyed Damselfly was discovered at a number of new sites stretching from Watford to Startops End Reservoir near Tring. 

On the 8th August 2004, I was looking at the wide variety of aquatic plants along the southern bank of West Pool when I noticed a number of “red-eyed” damselflies dashing around low over the water. As it was quite a warm day, they were reluctant to settle and when they did, they settled on the outer edge of the floating vegetation some 25 metres from the bank.

Through binoculars, I could see just about enough detail to convince myself that they were indeed Small Red-eyed Damselfly, but with insufficient resolution to be certain. A quick dash home to collect my telescope soon put the identification beyond doubt. With a combination of binoculars and telescope, I was able to count 10 individuals and 2 copulating pairs. The Small Red-eyed Damselfly had landed.

As King’s Mead, and in particular West Pool, has been watched so closely for the past couple of years, it can be certain that this is the first appearance of this species at the site and, hopefully, the start of a thriving colony.

