MOTH NIGHT 25TH JUNE 2005
By Andrew Wood
Herts Moth Group's first visit to Chadwell Bank took place on the 9th June 2003 (see the 2003 King’s Mead Report). The second visit on the 25th June 2005 was unfortunately unable to take place as originally planned. Cattle that had previously been confined behind the fencing under the A10 had managed to distribute themselves across the bank in the very area that we had intended to trap. Frisky bullocks, mains power electricity and hot bulbs on a dark steep slope are not a healthy combination and so we had to abandon our plans and move, with the help of Andy Brown to Broad Mead North on the edge of Ware.
This site lacks the surface chalk, with its characteristic flora and the standing water and consists of grassland dominated by hemlock, nettle and bramble. This, unfortunately, is much less interesting from the a moth point of view and so the catch proved, with a fairly small number of species being recorded, none of them of particular note although some new species for that grid square were added to the county database.

The list of species trapped between 2220 and 0020 hours is given below:

YPONOMEUTIDAE
464     Plutella xylostella (L.)

GELECHIIDAE

787     Bryotropha terrella (D.& S.)

789     Bryotropha domestica (Haw.)

MOMPHIDAE

886     Mompha ochraceella (Curtis)

TORTRICIDAE

937     Agapeta hamana (L.)

993     Clepsis spectrana (Tr.)

1033    Tortrix viridana L.

1076    Celypha lacunana (D.& S.)

1201    Eucosma cana (Haw.)

1205    Spilonota ocellana (D.& S.)

PYRALIDAE

1293    Chrysoteuchia culmella (L.)

1302    Crambus perlella (Scop.)

1334    Scoparia ambigualis (Treitschke)

1392    Udea olivalis (D.& S.)

1428    Aphomia sociella (L.)

PTEROPHORIDAE

1513    Pterophorus pentadactyla (L.)

LASIOCAMPIDAE

1640    Euthrix potatoria (L.)  Drinker

GEOMETRIDAE

1713    Idaea aversata (L.) 

Riband Wave

1758    Eulithis pyraliata (D.& S.)   

            Barred Straw

1825    Eupithecia centaureata (D.& S.)       Lime-speck Pug

1860    Chloroclystis rectangulata (L.) 

Green Pug

1887    Lomaspilis marginata (L)        Clouded Border

1937    Peribatodes rhomboidaria 

           (D.& S.)Willow Beauty

SPHINGIDAE

1980    Smerinthus ocellata (L.)        

            Eyed Hawk-moth

1991    Deilephila elpenor (L.)

            Elephant Hawk-moth

NOCTUIDAE

2088    Agrotis clavis (Hufn.) 

            Heart & Club

2089    Agrotis exclamationis (L.)    

            Heart & Dart

2098    Axylia putris (L.)    

            Flame

2102    Ochropleura plecta (L.)

            Flame Shoulder

2126    Xestia c-nigrum (L.)  

            Setaceous Hebrew Character

2128    Xestia triangulum (Hufn.)    

            Double Square-spot

2155    Melanchra persicariae (L.)     

            Dot Moth

2199    Mythimna pallens (L.) 

            Common Wainscot

2302    Rusina ferruginea (Esp.)     

            Brown Rustic

2321    Apamea monoglypha (Hufn.)         Dark Arches

2322    Apamea lithoxylaea (D.& S.) 

            Light Arches

2333    Apamea anceps (D.& S.) 

            Large Nutmeg Oligia agg.

2381    Hoplodrina alsines (Brahm)                               Uncertain

2387    Caradrina morpheus (Hufn.)        Mottled Rustic

2389    Paradrina clavipalpis (Scop.) 

            Pale Mottled Willow

2450    Abrostola tripartita (Hufn.)     Spectacle

2474     Rivula sericealis (Scop.)  

             Straw Dot

2477    Hypena proboscidalis (L.)      

            Snout

