THE IMPORTANCE OF KING’S MEADS FOR WATER BIRDS
County Wide

As part of the nationwide Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS), counts of wetland birds are carried out on set weekends each month at all of the key sites in Hertfordshire. This data can therefore be used to gauge the importance of King’s Mead for the various species of water birds present.

First of all, the WeBS data for 2002 was reviewed to determine the maximum count at King’s Mead for each of the species (see Table 1).

	SPECIES
	KING’S MEAD
MAXIMUM WeBS COUNT
	NUMBER OF OTHER HERTS SITES WITH HIGHER WeBS COUNTS

	
	
	

	Mute Swan
	6
	14

	Canada Goose
	60
	11

	Wigeon
	95
	3

	Gadwall
	90
	5

	Teal
	69
	2

	Mallard
	102
	9

	Shoveler
	44
	5

	Tufted Duck
	42
	12

	Moorhen
	39
	3

	Coot
	110
	12

	
	
	


TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF MAXIMUM WeBS COUNTS AT KING’S MEAD WITH OTHER HERTS SITES

Using the fairly arbitrary criterion of the maximum count of a species at King’s Mead being exceeded by no more than five other sites in Hertfordshire, the table shows that King’s Mead is of countywide importance for (in order of importance) Teal, Moorhen, Wigeon, Shoveler and Gadwall. The following tables present the counts for the top sites for each of these species.

The WeBS counts are intended to measure the number of birds present in the county at any one time, hence all counts being carried out on a specified weekend each month. This does not, of course, necessarily record the maximum counts for each site. Therefore, for completeness, the maximum counts recorded by the authors at King’s Mead are included for comparison.

Teal

	SITE
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Tring Reservoirs
	857
	167
	2
	19
	0
	0
	0
	5
	73
	360
	387
	132

	Rye Meads
	145
	228
	132
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	41
	68
	188
	167

	King’s Mead (WeBS)
	36
	41
	69
	12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	30
	0
	60
	62

	King’s Mead (max)
	-
	-
	-
	4
	0
	5
	3
	16
	60
	60
	62
	90


 Moorhen
	SITE
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Rye Meads
	59
	19
	45
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	138
	97
	58
	43

	Tring Reservoirs
	79
	72
	40
	33
	21
	44
	43
	42
	23
	106
	34
	63

	Bowyers Water
	42
	16
	25
	11
	4
	12
	17
	15
	29
	35
	22
	21

	King’s Mead (WeBS)
	17
	26
	39
	22
	15
	21
	0
	20
	2
	0
	20
	14

	King’s Mead (max)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	33
	45
	31
	-
	-


Wigeon

	SITE
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Tring Reservoirs
	1424
	812
	468
	40
	0
	1
	0
	1
	42
	93
	947
	392

	Bowyers Water
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	204
	106
	98

	Amwell GPs
	87
	20
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	204
	106
	98

	King’s Mead (WeBS)
	60
	95
	75
	14
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	55
	72

	King’s Mead (max)
	-
	-
	-
	4
	0
	0
	0
	4
	26
	9
	66
	125


Shoveler

	SITE
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Tring Reservoirs
	1
	15
	34
	6
	0
	0
	1
	0
	37
	13
	128
	11

	Stockers Lake
	90
	56
	67
	26
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	8
	13

	Hilfield Park Reservoir
	62
	6
	6
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11
	23
	13
	0

	Rye Meads
	15
	5
	25
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	20
	77
	72
	47

	Bowyers Water
	46
	30
	5
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	51
	46
	32
	38

	King’s Mead (WeBS)
	40
	42
	30
	2
	0
	0
	0
	14
	2
	0
	20
	44

	King’s Mead (max)
	-
	-
	-
	2
	1
	1
	0
	21
	47
	1
	22
	67


Gadwall

	SITE
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Bowyers Water
	37
	1
	4
	2
	1
	2
	2
	8
	385
	340
	289
	148

	Rye Meads
	100
	170
	91
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	93
	155
	50
	14

	Amwell GPs
	68
	57
	40
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	68
	78
	126
	130

	Stockers Lake
	128
	43
	16
	8
	15
	0
	0
	94
	22
	21
	41
	69

	Tring Reservoirs
	111
	52
	31
	34
	20
	15
	8
	2
	39
	12
	29
	19

	King’s Mead (WeBS)
	50
	49
	58
	89
	44
	62
	0
	90
	20
	0
	30
	42

	King’s Mead (max)
	-
	-
	-
	106
	77
	113
	NC
	93
	126
	0
	40
	53


NC = No Count

Nation Wide

The section above shows that, for the fairly arbitrary criterion adopted, King’s Mead is an important site countywide for Teal, Moorhen, Wigeon, Shoveler and Gadwall.

However, at a national level, the Wetland Bird Survey Report for 2000-2001 states  “A wetland in Britain is considered nationally important if it regularly holds 1% or more of the estimated British population of one species or subspecies of water-bird”. Considering the vast populations of Teal, Moorhen, Wigeon and Shoveler found across Britain, it is not surprising that the Hertfordshire counts pale into insignificance. However, for Gadwall, the situation is quite different.

The relatively low Gadwall national population yields a 1% criterion of only 80 birds, which must be compared to the mean count of each site. King’s Mead WeBS count for 2002 gives a mean of 45, which does not meet the criteria. However, 2 of the WeBS counts, 3 of the mean site counts and 4 of the maximum site counts presented in the Systematic List exceed the threshold, which means that King’s Mead is marginal in being a nationally important site for Gadwall.

