FLORA SURVEY 2005

By Gerald Salisbury

Further visits to King’s Mead were made in 2005 to search for plants that have been recorded in the past but which I failed to find in 2004, and to look at certain areas in more detail. 
Graham White had provided details of where he had seen the missing species in the past. But my only success was Adders-tongue Fern Ophioglossom vulgatum, which either shows I did not miss much in 2004, I am still missing them or they are no longer there. A bit of all three I suspect! But it was good to find Adders-tongue Fern frequent on the northern side of King’s Mead, 100 + plants, many with fertile blades. Also in this area I found more Pepper Saxifrage Silaum silaus, 20-30 plants.

But several species are certainly no longer there. On Chadwell Bank, Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis, Clustered Bell-flower Campanula glomerata, and Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor are not to be seen. But much work has been done here clearing scrub and with more appropriate grazing they could re-appear.
Annual Knawel Scleranthus annuus and Squirrel-tail Fescue Vulpia bromoides are annuals, which can appear intermittently.
On the wetlands Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Water Whorl-grass Catabrosa  aquatica, Marsh Dock Rumex palustris and Bistort Polygonum bistorta could not be found, though again, could re-occur. Curled Pondweed Potamogeton crispus and Thread-leaved Water Crowfoot Ranunculus trichophyllus may yet be lurking.
But I have been disappointed not to have re-found Slender Tufted-sedge Carex acuta, as it is a rare plant in Hertfordshire. But I have not given up and my search will continue in 2006 for this and other things, and I would be pleased to hear from others of any interesting plants they may find.
