DRAGONFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST PRE 2003

Introduction

Dragonflies are probably one of the most efficiently recorded taxonomic groups in the UK. Nationally, all dragonfly records are held on a computerised database called DARTER. Most counties, including Hertfordshire, also enter their records onto the DARTER database, which is then easily loaded onto the national database.
Although DARTER only started to be used in Herts in 1999, all of the validated historic records have also been entered. Even today, we are still trawling through historic records of the more unusual species, trying to gauge whether they are reliable or not. Only records of unusual species, where the sighting has been seen by an experienced observer corroborated by a second experienced observer or supported by photographic evidence, are accepted and entered onto the database. Therefore, DARTER is the only authoritative source of dragonfly records in Hertfordshire.
The oldest validated record on DARTER is for a Banded Demoiselle on the R Lea at Batford on the 22nd May 1953. It is therefore surprising that the earliest record for King's Mead is as recent as 2000. This is probably due to a combination of the relatively recent re-flooding of the King's Mead site and the recent increase in dragonfly recording in the county. In 1990, there were only 5 people submitting dragonfly records compared to 37 in 2003. This is primarily due to the formation of the Hertfordshire Dragonfly Group in 1999 and the interest in the Herts Dragonfly Atlas Project. For more information, see the Hertfordshire Dragonfly Group website at geocities.com/hertsdragonflies.

There are 19 species of dragonfly and damselfly recorded regularly each year in Hertfordshire, of which 16 have recently been recorded at King's Mead. King's Mead is therefore a key dragonfly site in Hertfordshire. The diverse habitat including rivers, streams, pools, seasonal ponds and well-vegetated ditches, ensures a rich and diverse dragonfly and damselfly fauna.
Pre-2003 Records

Table 1 gives all pre-2003 dragonfly records for King’s Mead on the DARTER database where:
Species

Aeshna grandis


Brown Hawker
Aeshna mixta


Migrant Hawker
Anax imperator 


Emperor Dragonfly
Brachytron pratense    

Hairy Dragonfly
Calopteryx splendens    

Banded Demoiselle
Coenagrion puella   


Azure Damselfly
Enallagma cyathigerum   

Common Blue Damselfly
Erythromma najas  


Red-eyed Damselfly
Ischnura elegans   


Blue-tailed Damselfly
Lestes sponsa    


Emerald Damselfly
Libellula depressa  


Broad-bodied Chaser
Libellula quadrimaculata   

Four-spotted Chaser
Orthetrum cancellatum   

Black-tailed Skimmer
Phrrhsoma nymphula   

Large Red Damselfly
Sympetrum sanguineum   

Ruddy Darter
Sympetrum striolatum   

Common Darter
Ad
No of adults counted
Co
Number of pairs copulating
Ov
No of pairs or individuals ovipositing (egg-laying)
Numbers counted
A = 1
   B = 2 to 5
C = 6 to 20
D = 21 to 100
E = 101 to 500
         TABLE 1
DRAGONFLY RECORDS PRE-2003
	DayDDy            Day
	Mth
	Year
	Site
	Species
	Ad
	Co
	Ov

	1
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Aeshna grandis
	B
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Aeshna grandis
	B
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Aeshna grandis
	A
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Aeshna grandis
	B
	
	

	5
	8
	2001
	New River, King’s Mead
	Aeshna grandis
	B
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Aeshna mixta
	B
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Aeshna mixta
	C
	A
	

	10
	9
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Aeshna mixta
	B
	
	

	12
	9
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Aeshna mixta
	C
	
	

	25
	6
	2000
	King’s Meads NR
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Anax imperator
	B
	
	

	1
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Anax imperator
	B
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Anax imperator
	A
	
	

	6
	7
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead West
	Anax imperator
	B
	
	

	0
	5
	2001
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Brachytron pratense
	A
	
	

	29
	5
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	C
	
	

	25
	6
	2000
	King’s Meads NR
	Calopteryx splendens
	B
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	E
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	C
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Calopteryx splendens
	B
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	B
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	26
	5
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	29
	5
	2001
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	B
	
	

	12
	9
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	29
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Calopteryx splendens
	A
	
	

	29
	6
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Calopteryx splendens
	C
	
	

	6
	7
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead West
	Calopteryx splendens
	C
	
	

	29
	5
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Coenagrion puella
	C
	
	A

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Coenagrion puella
	C
	
	A

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Coenagrion puella
	C
	
	A

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Coenagrion puella
	C
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Coenagrion puella
	C
	A
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Coenagrion puella
	A
	
	A

	29
	5
	2001
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Coenagrion puella
	B
	B
	

	8
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Coenagrion puella
	B
	
	A

	29
	5
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	A
	
	

	25
	6
	2000
	King’s Meads NR
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	D
	C
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	E
	C
	

	22
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	E
	C
	

	1
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	B
	
	

	1
	8
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	C
	

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	D
	B
	

	10
	9
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	D
	
	

	26
	5
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	B
	
	

	5
	8
	2001
	New River, King’s Mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	D
	B
	

	12
	9
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	B
	
	

	8
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	B
	
	

	29
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	
	B

	6
	7
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Enallagma cyathigerum
	C
	A
	

	1
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Erythromma najas
	A
	
	

	8
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Erythromma najas
	B
	B
	A

	1
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Ischnura elegans
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Ischnura elegans
	C
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Ischnura elegans
	C
	A
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Ischnura elegans
	C
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Ischnura elegans
	A
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Ischnura elegans
	A
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Ischnura elegans
	B
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Ischnura elegans
	A
	
	A

	26
	5
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Ischnura elegans
	A
	
	

	12
	9
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Ischnura elegans
	A
	
	

	8
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Ischnura elegans
	
	
	B

	6
	7
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Ischnura elegans
	B
	
	

	6
	7
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead West
	Ischnura elegans
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Lestes sponsa
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Libellula depressa
	A
	
	A

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Libellula depressa
	A
	
	

	29
	5
	2001
	King’s Meads Cattle pond
	Libellula depressa
	A
	
	

	16
	5
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Libellula depressa
	A
	
	

	29
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Libellula depressa
	B
	
	

	6
	7
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Libellula depressa
	A
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Libellula quadrimaculata
	A
	
	

	16
	5
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Libellula quadrimaculata
	A
	
	

	25
	6
	2000
	King’s Meads NR
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	B
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	B
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	C
	A
	A

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	B
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	A
	
	

	1
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	B
	A
	

	1
	8
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	
	A
	

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	C
	A
	

	29
	6
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	D
	
	

	6
	7
	2002
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Orthetrum cancellatum
	B
	
	

	29
	5
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Pyrrhosoma nymphula
	C
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Pyrrhosoma nymphula
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Pyrrhosoma nymphula
	A
	
	

	29
	5
	2001
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Pyrrhosoma nymphula
	C
	
	

	16
	5
	2002
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Pyrrhosoma nymphula
	B
	A
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	C
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	C
	B
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	C
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	A
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	B
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	C
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	A
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	A
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum sanguineum
	B
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	A
	

	1
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	
	

	22
	7
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum striolatum
	A
	
	

	1
	7
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Sympetrum striolatum
	A
	
	

	13
	8
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	D
	B
	A

	13
	8
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	C
	B
	A

	13
	8
	2000
	King’s Mead Floods Chadwell mead
	Sympetrum striolatum
	C
	
	B

	13
	8
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum striolatum
	A
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Crossditch 1, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Crossditch 2, King’s Mead Central
	Sympetrum striolatum
	C
	
	

	10
	9
	2000
	Manifold Ditch, King’s Mead East
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	B
	A

	10
	9
	2000
	New River, King’s Mead
	Sympetrum striolatum
	C
	A
	

	12
	9
	2001
	King’s Meads NR
	Sympetrum striolatum
	B
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


