DRAGONFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST 2006

2006 was a key milestone for dragonflies at King’s Meads. It has now been written into the Management Plan that, over the next 5 years, parts of the site will be developed into a Dragonfly Sanctuary. This will involve the progressive restoration of most of the ditches and ponds on site whilst being sympathetic to the requirements of the other key aquatic species such as Water Voles and Water Violets.

Work started in February 2006 with the restoration of Ditches 11, 11a and 16. These ditches were totally overgrown and choked with invasive vegetation and held no dragonfly populations in 2005. By June, all ditches had fully recovered and the results (see below) speak for themselves. A more detailed account of the restoration work is given in Section 11.

The improvement to the dragonfly habitat can also be demonstrated by the increase in records for selected species as follows:





No Records

No Records




 2003 -2005

     2006

Hairy Dragonfly


        6


         8

Emperor Dragonfly

      12


       13

Broad-bodied Chaser

      10


       13

Four-spotted Chaser

        3


       11

During 2006, 16 of the 19 Hertfordshire species were recorded, the missing species being White-legged Damselfly, Small Red-eyed Damselfly and Southern Hawker. The site habitat is not suitable for White-legged Damselfly and Southern Hawker and it is therefore not surprising that these species were not present. However, it is hoped that the restoration work will create suitable habitat for the Small Red-eyed Damselfly and this is the target species for 2007.
The Systematic List below gives all the records for 2006. The ditch numbering system is shown in Figure 2 in Section 11 where:

Manifold Ditch West = Ditch 14

Manifold Ditch East = Ditch 12

White-legged Damselfly

No Records

Small Red-eyed Damselfly

No Records

Red-eyed Damselfly

02/06/06
2 New River

03/06/06
2 + 1 pair West Pool

06/06/06
5 Ditch 11a

08/06/06
3 West Pool, 9 New River

11/06/06
7 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
4 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 2 Ditch 11a

25/06/06
1 Ditch 16

01/07/06
3 + 1 pair New River (White House Sluice – flyover)

08/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

Azure Damselfly

25/05/06
1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West

30/05/06
4 Ditch 22, 5 Manifold Ditch West

02/06/06
1 West Pool, 13 + 3 pair Ditch 16

04/06/06
46 + 7 pair + 2 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East, 35 + 8 ovipositing Ditch 22, 55 +15 pair + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West

06/06/06
7 + 2 pair + 7 ovipositing Ditch 11, 8 + 3 pair + 8 ovipositing Ditch 11a

08/06/06
6 + 1 pair West Pool

11/06/06
20 + 5 pair + 12 ovipositing Ditch 11a

16/06/06
93 + 8 pair Ditch 16, 51 + 4 pair + 12 ovipositing Ditch 11, 30 + 4 pair + 10 ovipositing Ditch 11a

24/06/06
26 + 3 pair Manifold Ditch West, 60 + 20 pair + 10 ovipositing Ditch 22, 40 + 5 pair Manifold Ditch East

01/07/06
20 + 5 pairs + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11a, 40 + 2 ovipositing Ditch 11, 30 + 10 ovipositing Ditch 16

08/07/06
17 + 2 pair + 2 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West, 4 Manifold Ditch East

15/07/06
18 + 2 ovipositing Ditch 16, 15 + 2 pair + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 7 Ditch 11a

27/07/06
10 Ditch 11, 5 Ditch 11a

Common Blue Damselfly

03/06/06
1 West Pool

06/06/06
2 Ditch 11a

08/06/06
50 + 10 pair West Pool, 30 + 2 pair New River

11/06/06
50 + 20 pairs + 5 ovipositing West Pool, 2 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
100 + 2 pair New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 2+ 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 4 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 12 Ditch 11a

01/07/06
230 + 20 pair New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 10 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11a, 30 + 3 pair New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 5 Ditch 16

08/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

15/07/06
8 + 1 pair Ditch 16, 5 Ditch 11, 8 Ditch 11a

27/07/06
140 + 22 pair + 4 ovipositing New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 10 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 2 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West

05/08/06
3 White House Sluice Stream, 70 + 15 pairs New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 5 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 1 Ditch 16

15/08/06
20 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 Ditch 16, 2 Manifold Ditch East

26/08/06
1 New River

04/09/06
5 New River

08/09/06
2 New River

Large Red Damselfly

07/05/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

09/05/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

11/05/06
8 Manifold Ditch West

18/05/06
1 Manifold Ditch East


23/05/06
2 Manifold Ditch West

25/05/06
3 + 1 pair Ditch 16, 6 + 2 pairs Manifold Ditch West

02/06/06
1 ovipositing West Pool, 2 + 6 pair + 6 ovipositing Ditch 16

04/06/06
4 Manifold Ditch East, 3 + 1pair Ditch 22, 3 + 2 pair Manifold Ditch West

16/06/06
3 Ditch 16, 1 Ditch 11

24/06/06
2 Manifold Ditch West, 3 Ditch 11

01/07/06
2 Manifold Ditch West

Blue-tailed Damselfly

11/05/06
2 Manifold Ditch West

23/05/06
4 Manifold Ditch West

25/05/06
3 Ditch 16, 6 Manifold Ditch West

02/06/06
9 Ditch 16

04/06/06
2 Manifold Ditch West

06/06/06
3 Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

08/06/06
1 West Pool

11/06/06
5 West Pool, 2 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
13 Ditch 16, 4 Ditch 11, 2 Ditch 11a

24/06/06
4 + 3 pair Manifold Ditch West, 3 Ditch 22, 3 Manifold Ditch East

01/07/06
1 Ditch 11a, 3 Ditch 11, 1 New River (flyover- Ditch 16), 2 Ditch 16

08/07/06
30 + 4 pair Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East

15/07/06
11 Ditch 16, 2 Ditch 11

27/07/06
1 + 1 pair Ditch 16, 3 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West, 4 Manifold Ditch East, 2 + 1 pair Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

05/08/06
1 White House Stream, 3 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 2 + 1 pair Ditch 16, 2 Ditch 11

15/08/06
1 New River (White House Sluice – flyover)

26/08/06
2 Ditch 16

Emerald Damselfly

11/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

09/08/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

Banded Demoiselle

11/05/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

12/05/06
1 Broad Mead ponds

16/05/06
1 New River

23/05/06
3 Broad Mead North, 2 Mill Mead, 1 Manifold Ditch West

25/05/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

02/06/06
1 Ditch 16, 3 White House Sluice Stream, 1 New River

03/06/06
1 West Pool

04/06/06
4 Manifold Ditch East, 3 Ditch 22, 2 Manifold Ditch West

06/06/06
2 Ditch 11a

08/06/06
1 West Pool, 8 New River

11/06/06
1 West Pool, 60 White House Sluice Stream, 2 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
25 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 9 Ditch 16, 40 New River (flyover – Ditch 16)

24/06/06
2 Manifold Ditch West

01/07/06
30 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 3 Ditch 16

08/07/06
2 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East

15/07/06
5 Ditch 16, 2 Ditch 11a

27/07/06
30 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 Manifold Ditch West

05/08/06
5 White House Sluice Stream, 6 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 5 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 1 Ditch 16

Hairy Dragonfly

30/05/06
1 Ditch 22

02/06/06
2 Ditch 16

03/06/06
3 Ditch 16

04/06/06
1 + 1 pair Ditch 22

06/06/06
2 Ditch 16

08/06/06
1 Ditch 16

11/06/06
1 White House Sluice Stream, 2 Ditch 11a

24/06/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

Southern Hawker

No records

Brown Hawker

01/07/06
1 Sweet Mead

05/07/06
1 Broad Mead North

14/07/06
1 Chadwell Bank

16/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

27/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Ditch 11

05/08/06
1 White House Sluice Stream, 2 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 2 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 1 Sweet Mead, 1 Manifold Ditch East, 1 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

09/08/06
 2 Sweet Mead

15/08/06
1 Ditch 16

16/08/06
1 + 4 ovipositing Ditch 16

21/08/06
2 Sweet Mead

27/08/06
1 Chadwell Bank

29/08/06
1 Ditch 16

06/09/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

12/09/06
1 Broad Mead

24/09/06
1 Manifold Ditch East
Migrant Hawker

05/08/06
1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 1 Manifold Ditch East, 1 Ditch 11a

15/08/06
2 Ditch 16, 5 Manifold Ditch East, 1 Ditch 11

16/08/06
3 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16

21/08/06
2 Sweet Mead, 3 Manifold Ditch East

26/08/06
1 Broad Mead North, 5 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 5 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch East

29/08/06
1 Ditch 16

04/09/06
2 New River, 4 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16

06/09/06
4 Manifold Ditch East

08/09/06
2 Broad Mead, 1 Causeway, 2 Manifold Ditch West, 6 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16

23/09/06
1 Broad Mead, 5 Ditch 16, 1 Chadwell Bank

24/09/06
2 New River, 3 Manifold Ditch East

03/10/06
1 ovipositing Ditch 16

Emperor Dragonfly

08/06/06
1 West Pool, 1 Ditch 16

11/06/06
1 West Pool, 1 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
1 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 Ditch 16, 1 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

24/06/06
2 New River, 1 Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

01/07/06
4 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 + 2 ovipositing Ditch 11a, 2 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 1 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 1 Ditch 16, 1 Sweet Mead

15/07/06
1 Ditch 16, 1 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11a

16/07/06
5 New River

21/07/06
5 New River

27/07/06
2 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 New River (flyover – Ditch 16)

04/08/06
1

05/08/06
2 New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 1 Ditch 11a

09/08/06
1 ovipositing Ditch 16

15/08/06
1 ovipositing Ditch 16

Black-tailed Skimmer

03/06/06
2 Broad Mead

06/06/06
1 West Pool

08/06/06
3 West Pool

11/06/06
20 + 2 pair West Pool, 1 Ditch 11a

16/06/06
1 Ditch 16, 1 New River (flyover – Ditch 16), 1 Ditch 11

01/07/06
30 West Pool, 5 East Pool, 1 Ditch 11a, 1 Ditch 16

05/07/06
5 Broad Mead, 10 West Pool

21/07/06
20 West Pool

27/07/06
5 West Pool, 1 Ditch 11

15/08/06
1 West Pool

21/08/06
2 East Pool

Broad-bodied Chaser

02/06/06
1 Ditch 16

03/06/06
1 West Pool, 1 + 1 pair Ditch 16

04/06/06
1 Ditch 22, 2 Ditch 16

06/06/06
4 Ditch 16

08/06/06
1 West Pool, 1 Ditch 16

11/06/06
1 West Pool

16/06/06
2 Ditch 16, 1 Ditch 11

24/06/06
1 Ditch 16, 3 Ditch 21

01/07/07
2 Ditch 11a, 1 pair Ditch 11, 2 + 1 pair Ditch 16

15/07/06
1 Ditch 16

16/07/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

27/07/06
1 Ditch 11, 2 Ditch 11a

05/08/06
1 Ditch 11

Four-spotted Chaser

02/06/06
1 Ditch 16

03/06/06
3 Ditch 16

04/06/06
1 Ditch 22, 1 Ditch 16

06/06/06
1 Ditch 11a, 3 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 1 West Pool

08/06/06
1 Ditch 16

11/06/06
1 West Pool

16/06/06
8 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 1 Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

24/06/06
1 Ditch 22

01/07/06
2 Ditch 11a, 2 Ditch 11, 8 Ditch 16

15/07/06
1 + 1 pair Ditch 16, 1 Ditch 11a

27/07/06
1 Ditch 16

Ruddy Darter

01/07/06
1 Ditch 16

08/07/06
2 Manifold Ditch East

27/07/06
7 Manifold Ditch West, 2 Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

05/08/06
8 + 2 pairs Ditch 16, 5 Ditch 11, 1 Ditch 11a

15/08/06
7 Ditch 16, 1 Ditch 11

26/08/06
2 Ditch 16, 2 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East

29/08/06
2 Ditch 16

04/09/06
3 Ditch 16

08/09/06
4 Ditch 16

Common Darter

16/06/06
1 Ditch 16

24/06/06
1 Ditch 16

25/06/06
10 Ditch 16

01/07/06
1 Ditch 16

14/07/06
1 Ditch 13

15/07/06
10 Ditch 16, 3 Ditch 11, 2 Ditch 11a

27/07/06
1 Ditch 16, 1 Manifold Ditch West, 3 Manifold Ditch East

05/08/06
5 + 6 pairs White House Sluice Stream, 14+ 8 pairs New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 10 + 4 pairs New River ( flyover – Ditch 16), 24 + 6 pairs Ditch 16, 5 + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11, 2 Ditch 11a

15/08/06
5 + 1 pair New River (White House Sluice – flyover), 18 + 7 pair + 5 ovipositing Ditch 16, 4 + 2 pairs Manifold Ditch East, 8 + 2 pairs + 1 ovipositing Ditch 11

26/08/06
1 Mill Mead, 1 New River, 1 Sweet Mead

29/08/06
20 + 1 pair + 2 ovipositing Ditch 16

04/09/06
2 + 1 ovipositing New River, 1 + 2 ovipositing East Pool, 20 + 1 pair + 4 ovipositing Ditch 16

08/09/06
4 + 1 pair Broad Mead, 2 Manifold Ditch West, 5 + 1 pair Ditch 16

23/09/06
3 + 1 pair + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16, 1 + 2 pair Chadwell Bank

24/09/06
2 New River, 5 Manifold Ditch East

03/10/06
3 New River + 1 pair + 1 ovipositing, 17 Ditch 16 + 8 ovipositing

12/10/06
5 New River, 11 Ditch 16 + 1 ovipositing

18/10/06
1 ovipositing East Pool, 3 Ditch 16

26/10/06
2 New River

29/10/06
4 + 2 ovipositing Ditch 11a, 3 Ditch 11, 5 + 1 pair + 1 ovipositing Ditch 16

04/11/06
2 + 1 pair Ditch 16

12/11/06
2 + 2 pair New River, 2 Ditch 11a

15/11/06
2 Ditch 16

21/11/06
1 Causeway

23/11/06
1 Manifold Ditch West

29/11/06
1 Manifold Ditch East

(Red-veined Darter)

18/06/06
A bright scarlet darter seen on East Pool from the causeway at a range of 30 metres. Seen through binoculars in flight but always settled out of view. From the colour, almost certainly a Red-veined Darter (specimens seen at close range at Wilstone Reservoir a few days later), but insufficient evidence to submit to the County Recorder for verification. Therefore, must go down as a “Probable”.


