DRAGONFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST 2005

2005 was a poor year for dragonflies at King’s Mead, with only 15 of the 19 regular Hertfordshire species being recorded, compared to 18 species in 2004. This was due to a cold and wet May and early June resulting in a late start to the season coupled with low water levels. The 3 species not recorded this year were Small Red-eyed Damselfly, Broad-bodied Chaser and Four-spotted Chaser. All 3 species are dependent on West Pool whilst the 2 species of chaser also favour the pools to the west of the flyover on Little Mead, all of which were dry.
The Red-eyed Damselfly colony on West Pool moved briefly (only recorded on the 19th June) to the New River, which without any floating vegetation is totally unsuitable. The large Common Blue Damselfly colony on West Pool also failed although the similarly large colony on the New River continued to thrive. The Emerald Damselfly colony that appeared on Manifold Ditch for the first time in 2004 also failed, with only 1 and 2 specimens respectfully on 2 dates. Similarly, only 1 specimen of Hairy Dragonfly was recorded.

The Systematic List below gives all the records for 2005.
White-legged Damselfly
No records
Small Red-eyed Damselfly
No records

Red-eyed Damselfly

19/06/05
40 New River White House Sluice - flyover
Azure Damselfly
25/05/05
1 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West

30/05/05
8 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West

19/06/05
92 + 10 pair + 20 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West, 44 + 2 pair + 14   ovipositing Manifold Ditch East

16/07/05
20 + 2 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West, 10 Manifold Ditch East

02/08/05
3 + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West

11/08/05
2 Manifold Ditch West

16/08/05
1 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West

29/08/05
1 Manifold Ditch West

Common Blue Damselfly
19/06/05
280 + 110 pair New River White House Sluice – flyover
01/07/05
110 + 25 pair New River White House Sluice – flyover
02/08/05 
70 New River White House Sluice – flyover, 4 Manifold Ditch East
13/08/05
15 New River White House Sluice – flyover
26/08/05
12 + 1 pair New River
29/08/05
1 West Pool
17/09/05
2 New River
Large Red Damselfly
22/04/05
1 horse paddock
15/05/05
1
25/05/05
2 Manifold Ditch West
30/05/05
11 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West
19/06/05
4 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West, 2 Manifold Ditch East
Blue-tailed Damselfly
25/05/05
1 Manifold Ditch East
19/06/05
1 Manifold Ditch West, 1 New River
16/07/05
4 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West, 2 Manifold Ditch East
02/08/05
2 New River White House Sluice – flyover, 2 Manifold Ditch East, 9 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West
11/08/05
6 Manifold Ditch West
16/08/05
3 Manifold Ditch West
29/08/05
2 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East
Emerald Damselfly
16/08/05
2 Manifold Ditch West
29/08/05
1 Manifold Ditch West, 2 Manifold Ditch East
Banded Demoiselle
30/05/05
4 Mill Mead
19/06/05
3 Manifold Ditch West, 3 Manifold Ditch East, 3 West Pool, 24 + 1 pair New River White House Sluice – flyover
01/07/05
30 New River White House Sluice – flyover
16/07/05
2 Manifold Ditch West, 4 Manifold Ditch East
02/08/05
10 New River White House Sluice – flyover, 3 Manifold Ditch West
11/08/05
1 Manifold Ditch West
13/08/05
4 New River White House Sluice – flyover
20/08/05 
2 New River
26/08/05
2 New River
02/09/05
1 New River
Hairy Dragonfly
30/05/05
1 Manifold Ditch West

Southern Hawker

27/08/05
1 Chadwell Bank


Brown Hawker

16/07/05
1 Manifold Ditch East

02/08/05
2 New River White House Sluice – flyover, 3 Manifold Ditch West, 1 + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West
11/08/05
 1 Manifold Ditch West

13/08/05
1 New River White House Sluice – flyover, 1 horse paddock
16/08/05
1 horse paddock, 1 Manifold Ditch West

29/08/05
1 Park Mead, 1 King’s Mead


Migrant Hawker

06/08/05
2
11/08/05
1 Manifold Ditch West
13/08/05
1 Causeway
16/08/05
1 Sweet Mead, 1 Manifold Ditch West
26/08/05
1 New River
28/08/05
1 Broad Mead
29/08/05
2 Chadwell Bank, 2 Little Mead, 9 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West, 4 Manifold Ditch East
02/09/05
1 Broad Mead

10/09/05
2 Broad Mead, 2 New River
17/09/05
1 Broad Mead, 2 Park Mead
20/09/05
1 Broad Mead, 1 Causeway
22/09/05
2 Chadwell Bank, 2 Little Mead
25/09/05
1 New River, 1 Broad Mead, 1 White House Sluice
10/10/05
1 Broad Mead, 1 Park Mead, 1 New River
23/10/05
1

Emperor Dragonfly


01/07/05
1 East Pool

19/07/05
1 Mill Mead

Black-tailed Skimmer


19/06/05
10 + 1 ovipositing East Pool

13/07/05
10 West Pool

15/07/05
 50 West Pool

02/08/05
10 West Pool

23/08/05
2 West Pool

29/08/05
2 West Pool

Broad-bodied Chaser
 
No records

Four-spotted Chaser
 
No records

Ruddy Darter


02/08/05
9 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East

11/08/05
1 Manifold Ditch West

16/08/05
4 Manifold Ditch West

29/08/05
4 Manifold Ditch West

Common Darter

16/07/05
1 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East

28/07/05
1 New River

02/08/05
5 West Pool, 2New River White House Sluice – flyover, 2 Manifold Ditch West
13/08/05
3 New River White House Sluice – flyover
16/08/05
1 Broad Mead North, 1 Mill Mead, 6 New River, 1 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West
23/08/05
4 + 1 ovipositing West Pool, 2 East Pool
26/08/05
3 Causeway
29/08/05
2 + 1 ovipositing West Pool, 8 + 4 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West, 1 + 1 pair + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East
17/09/05
2 Causeway, 1 ovipositing New River, 1 Little Mead
20/09/05
1 Chadwell Bank
08/10/05
6 + 5 pairs New River, 1 ovipositing Park Mead
10/10/05
1 White House Sluice, 1 Park Mead, 2 pairs New River
