DRAGONFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST 2004

2004 was a good year for dragonflies at King’s Mead, with 18 of the 19 regular Hertfordshire species being recorded, making it a key site for dragonflies.The only species missing is the White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes. Unfortunately, this species still has only a fragile foothold in Hertfordshire and there are currently no indications that it is likely to appear at King’s Mead in the near future. 
This year, 2 new species were recorded for the first time. The first was the Small Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma viridulum, which only reached UK shores in 1999 and was first recorded in Hertfordshire in 2002. A more detailed account is given in Section 8. The second new species was the Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea, although this was almost certainly due to the species being overlooked in the past.
Two other species, the Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas and the Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense are becoming more established. Although each was recorded for the first time in the years 2000 and 2001 respectively, both species are now being recorded in greater numbers on a more regular basis.
A new colonist to King’s Mead this year was the Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa. Although a singleton was recorded in Manifold Ditch East in the year 2000, it was not until 2004 that, not only was a second record forthcoming, but indeed a whole colony of 30+ adults stretching across both east and west sections of Manifold Ditch. As this waterway is the subject of intense recording activity, it is inconceivable that this colony had been overlooked in the past.
The Systematic List below gives all the records for 2004.
Small Red-eyed Damselfly

08/08/04
10 + 2 pair west Pool
15/08/04
10 West Pool
Red-eyed Damselfly

06/06/04
4 West Pool, 1 New River
13/06/04
8 West Pool
30/07/04
2 West Pool
Azure Damselfly

21/05/04
3 Manifold Ditch West
23/05/04
5 Manifold Ditch West
04/06/04
32 Manifold Ditch West
06/06/04
10 + 1 pair West Pool, 80 + 30 pairs + 50 ovipositing Manifold Ditch    West, 10 + 50 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East

13/06/04
30 + 30 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East, 75 + 22 pairs + 60 ovipositing   Manifold Ditch West

20/06/04
3 West Pool

25/06/04
10 Lady’s Mead

10/07/04
25 + 3 pair Manifold Ditch West

16/07/04
10 Manifold Ditch West

Common Blue Damselfly

06/06/04
1 + 1 pair West Pool
13/06/04
25 + 10 pairs + 2 ovipositing West Pool
16/07/04
30 West Pool, 1 Manifold Ditch West
23/07/04
25 West Pool
30/07/04
40 + 5 ovipositing West Pool
06/08/04
150 + 20 pairs New River between White House Sluice and flyover
15/08/04
8 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch East
03/09/04
10 West Pool
Large Red Damselfly

21/05/04
2 Manifold Ditch West

23/05/04
1 Stockade Mead, 2 + 2 pairs Manifold Ditch West
04/06/04
3 Manifold Ditch West
06/06/04
7 + 2 pairs Manifold Ditch West, 3 Manifold Ditch East
13/06/04
1 Hertford Cut, 2 Manifold Ditch West
Blue-tailed Damselfly

23/05/04
1 Manifold Ditch West
04/06/04
2 Manifold Ditch West
06/06/04
1 Manifold Ditch West
20/06/04
2 West Pool
25/06/04
2 White House Sluice stream, 1 stream New River to horse paddock
03/07/04
2 + 1 pair Sweet Mead
10/07/04
2 Manifold Ditch West
16/07/04
7 Manifold Ditch West
08/08/04
3 Manifold Ditch East
15/08/04
2 Manifold Ditch East
Emerald Damselfly

16/07/04
1 Manifold Ditch West
30/07/04
3 Manifold Ditch
02/08/04
1 Manifold Ditch
08/08/04
4 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch East, 6 Manifold Ditch West
15/08/04
10 Manifold Ditch East, 20 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West
Banded Demoiselle

23/05/04
4 Tansy Mead, 6 Manifold Ditch West
04/06/04
3 Manifold Ditch West, 1 New River
06/06/04
1 White House Sluice stream, 8 New River, 6 Manifold Ditch West
13/06/04
10 White House Sluice stream, 20 Manifold Ditch West, 5 Hertford Cut, 10 Manifold Ditch East
20/06/04
4 West Pool
25/06/04
70 White House Sluice stream, 50 stream from New River to horse paddock
03/07/04
150 Sweet Mead
10/07/04
4 Manifold Ditch West
16/07/04
1 West pool, 15 Manifold Ditch West
30/07/04
20 White House Sluice stream
06/08/04
25 New River from White House Sluice stream to flyover
10/08/04
30 White House Sluice stream
27/08/04
3 New River
03/09/04
1 West Pool
12/09/04
1
19/09/04
1
Hairy Dragonfly

23/05/04
3 Manifold Ditch West
16/06/04
4 Manifold Ditch East, 1 Little Mead
13/06/04
4 Manifold Ditch East
Southern Hawker


08/08/04
1 Manifold Ditch West

15/08/04
1 Little Mead

Brown Hawker


02/07/04
1 Chadwell Bank

16/07/04
1 Chadwell Bank

23/07/04
1

06/08/04
1 West Pool, 2 New River

08/08/04
1 West Pool, 3 Manifold Ditch East, 1 Manifold Ditch West

15/08/04
3 Manifold Ditch East, 1 + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West

27/08/04
1 New River

29/08/04
1 New River

Migrant Hawker

10/08/04
1 Broad Mead North, 2 West Pool, 1 East Pool, 1 White House Sluice stream

14/08/04
2 West Pool

15/08/04
2 West Pool, 7 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch East, 4 Manifold Ditch West

27/08/04
15

03/09/04
6 Little Mead, 2 Sweet Mead, 1 Stockade Mead, 5 + 1 pair New River

07/09/04
16

19/09/04
18 + 2 pair

27/09/04 
3


Emperor Dragonfly

13/06/04
2 Broad Mead, 1 West Pool, 2 + 1 ovipositing Little     Mead

25/06/04
1 catching and eating a Small Tortoiseshell butterfly on Little Mead

10/07/04
1 West Pool, 1 Broad Mead, 1 Little Mead

23/07/04
1 West Pool, 1 Little Mead

30/07/04
1 West Pool, 1 Broad Mead


Black-tailed Skimmer


31/05/04
1 teneral King’s Mead

04/06/04
1 teneral West Pool

06/06/04
10 West Pool, 2 Little Mead

13/06/04
25 + 2 pairs West Pool

20/06/04
10 West Pool

02/07/04
1 teneral Chadwell bank

10/07/04
20 West Pool, 5 + 2 ovipositing East Pool

16/07/04
1 West Pool

23/07/04
15 + 1 pair West Pool

30/07/04
20 + 2 pairs West Pool

06/08/04
20 + 2 pairs West Pool

14/08/04
8 + 1 pair West Pool

27/08/04
1 Broad Mead

Broad-bodied Chaser


23/05/04
1 Park Mead, 1 Stockade Mead, 1 West Pool

06/06/04
2 + 1 ovipositing West Pool, 1 Manifold Ditch East, 4 Little Mead

13/06/04
1 West Pool, 5 Little Mead

10/07/04
1 West Pool


Four-spotted Chaser


13/06/04
2 Little Mead


Ruddy Darter


20/06/04
1 Manifold Ditch East

25/06/04
1 Lady’s Mead, 1 Little Mead

02/07/04
2 tenerals West Pool

10/07/04
1 White House Sluice, 3 Manifold Ditch West

16/07/04
10 Manifold Ditch West

08/08/04
10 Manifold Ditch West

15/08/04
1 West Pool, 2 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch East, 11 + 2 pair Manifold Ditch West

03/09/04
1 West Pool

Common Darter


02/07/04
1 teneral West Pool

03/07/04
1 Chadwell Bank

16/07/04
1 Chadwell Bank

15/08/04
1 West Pool, 2 Manifold Ditch West, 4 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East

27/08/04
1 Park Mead

07/09/04
21 + 11 pairs West Pool

12/09/04
3 + 2 pairs

19/09/04
6 + 7 pairs

27/09/04
2

13/11/04
1

