DRAGONFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST 2003

Year 2003 Records and Species Status

The Systematic List below gives all the records for 2003 and comments on all the 19 Hertfordshire species, irrespective of whether they were recorded during the period or not.
White-legged Damselfly
With the exception of the newcomer, the Small Red-eyed Damselfly, the White-legged Damselfly is the rarest dragonfly in Hertfordshire. It has never been recorded at King’s Mead.
Small Red-eyed Damselfly
The Small Red-eyed Damselfly was first discovered in England in 1999 and is spreading quite rapidly into Southeast England. The first record for Hertfordshire was a singleton at Bowyer’s Water Cheshunt in 2002 and there were a number of records during 2003 close to the Stort Valley. It is only a matter of time before the species colonises King’s Mead.
Red-eyed Damselfly
A single specimen was recorded in the southeast corner of the West Pool on the 1st July 2000. Since then, up to 20 insects have been recorded in the same corner of the West Pool, leading to the expectation that this species is colonising the site.

30/05/03
c10
02/06/03
20 + 3 pairs West Pool
08/06/03
7 West Pool
13/06/03
2 West Pool
Azure Damselfly
Common. Generally found in thick vegetation along the streams and ditches rather than the large pools.

24/05/03
5
30/05/03
70 + 10 pairs Manifold Ditch West, 40 + 4 pairs Manifold Ditch East
08/06/03
20 Manifold Ditch
13/06/03
40 + 20 pairs + 16 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West, 5 Manifold Ditch East
21/06/03
94 + 8 pairs + 1 ovipositing Manifold Ditch East, 40 + 41 ovipositing Manifold Ditch West
Common Blue Damselfly
Common. Unlike the Azure Damselfly, prefers open water. Large colonies can be found on the large pools and the New River.

02/06/03
44 + 7 pairs West Pool
08/06/03
27 + 1 pair West Pool
13/06/03
20 + 3 pairs West Pool, 80 + 10 pairs New River
20/06/03
300 + 70 pairs New River
21/06/03
18 Manifold Ditch East
05/09/03
2 New River
Large Red Damselfly
Uncommon. An early season flyer. Most records from the Manifold Ditch.

24/05/03
3 + 3 pairs
30/05/03
3 + 1 pair Manifold Ditch West
Blue-tailed Damselfly
Present in small numbers
30/05/03
1 Manifold Ditch East
13/06/03
4 West Pool, 3 Manifold Ditch West
21/06/03
5 Manifold Ditch East, 3 Manifold Ditch West
Emerald Damselfly
Only 1 previous record in 2000. The site is not suitable for Emerald Damselflies, which prefer well-vegetated ponds, preferably with no fish, but may attract the occasional wanderer.
11/08/03
1 Manifold Ditch East
Banded Demoiselle
Common. Wanderers can be seen anywhere although, preferring running water, it is seen in the largest numbers along the stream that runs from White House Sluice to the railway crossing point by Ware Lock, and Hertford Cut.

30/05/03
1 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East.
08/06/03
2 Hertford Cut, 3 Manifold Ditch
13/06/03
4 New River, 5 Manifold Ditch West, 1 Manifold Ditch East
20/06/03
1 New River
21/06/03
60 in ditch from White House Sluice to Ware Lock railway crossing, 8 Manifold Ditch East
15/08/03
5 Manifold Ditch
05/09/03
1 New River
Hairy Dragonfly
After a long absence from Hertfordshire, the first Hairy Dragonfly to return to Hertfordshire was found in the Lee Valley in 1994. Since then, it has spread up the valley and has been recorded as far north as Amwell. The first record for King's Mead was in May 2001.
24/05/03
1 Manifold Ditch West
30/05/03
3 Manifold Ditch West
Southern Hawker

Although the Southern Hawker is a common dragonfly in Hertfordshire, it has never been recorded at King's Mead !!

Brown Hawker

Present in small numbers. A mid-to-late season flyer, it is commonly seen hawking insects over the meadows.
21/06/03
1 in the ditch from White House Sluice to the Ware Lock railway crossing.


Migrant Hawker

Late season flyer. Not particularly numerous and most likely to be seen hawking up and down the streams.
15/08/03 
2 Mill Mead
22/08/03
1
05/09/03
6 West Pool

Emperor Dragonfly

Present in small numbers. Most common over the West pool and the New River.
13/06/03 
1 West Pool, 1 New River, 1 Manifold Ditch East
20/06/03
1 New River
21/06/03
3 Manifold Ditch East
Black-tailed Skimmer

Numerous over the West Pool.
30/05/03
1 teneral King’s Mead
13/06/03
50 + 5 pairs West Pool
22/08/03
1
Broad-bodied Chaser

Present in small numbers. Likely to be seen anywhere.
09/05/03
1 West Scrub
24/05/03
1 West Pool
13/06/03
4 West Pool, 1 + 1 ovipositing on Little Mead pools
21/06/03
1 Manifold Ditch East

Four-spotted Chaser

The only previous records were singletons on the 22nd July 2000 and the 16th May 2002.
13/06/03
1 Manifold Ditch West
21/06/03
1 Manifold Ditch East
27/06/03
1 Manifold Ditch East

Ruddy Darter

Present in small numbers. Late season flyer. Most likely to be seen along the causeway and the ditches.
21/06/03
1 Manifold Ditch East
22/06/03
1

Common Darter

Present in small numbers. Late season flyer. Most likely to be seen along the causeway and the ditches.
15/08/03
1 Mill Mead
05/10/03 
1 White House Sluice, 1 Causeway
11/10/03
2 Broad Mead, 2 West pool, 8 + 2 pairs New River
