A CHALKHILL BLUE BUTTERFLY AT KING’S MEADS 

On the 30th July 2006, I went to check the only 2 stands of Fleabane on site, situated on Sweet Mead between Manifold Ditch West and the River Lea towpath fence (TL343141). The plants were now in full flower and were attracting a number of butterflies.

A count of 5 Common Blues was amazingly the first for the site this year. This was quickly followed by a fresh Brown Argus, again the first for this year and only the third record for the site, the other 2 being in 2004 on the same stands of Fleabane.

My attention was then drawn to a somewhat larger blue butterfly. Although it would settle quite readily nectaring on the flower heads, it was reluctant to open its wings to aid identification.

Eventually, my patience was rewarded, and I was able to take some photographs for record purposes. The butterfly was clearly a Chalkhill Blue.
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The record has since been verified by John Murray, Butterfly Recorder for Hertfordshire.

The nearest known colonies of Chalkhill Blue are at Therfield Heath and Telegraph Hill, both 27km away. Male Chalkhill Blues are known to wander away from their sites, but 27km does seem to be a little excessive. It is possible that there is a nearer but unknown colony.

As far as King’s Meads is concerned, the record is of interest but of no real significance.

