BUTTERFLY SYSTEMATIC LIST 2005

2005 was a poor year for butterflies with only 18 of the 23 site species recorded. 
Unfortunately, the patches of Fleabane that hosted Brown Argus in 2004 were trampled by cattle, as was the nettle bed on the New River bank by White House Sluice favoured by the Small Tortoiseshell colony. Also, for no apparent reason, the skipper colonies on King’s Mead under the flyover failed to emerge.
However, the remaining species seemed to fair better, in particular Speckled Wood, for which there were 6 records compared to just 1 record in 2003 and 2 records in 2004.
The Systematic List below includes all the butterfly records for King’s Mead for 2005.
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