BIRDS SYSTEMATIC LIST 2005

During the year a total of 104 species of bird were recorded compared to 93 species in 2002 and 2003 and 99 in 2004. 7 new species, Great Crested Grebe, Red Kite, Red-legged Partridge, Knot, Redstart, Wheatear and Brambling were added to the site list bringing the total to 118 species since recording began in April 2002. In addition, other species of note were Little Egret, Buzzard, Hobby, Barn Owl, Whinchat and 13 species of wader including Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank and Black-tailed Godwit. A summary of the records for each of the species is given below.
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Up to 4 present from 13th March – 5th November. 2 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.  
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
1 on 11th June.
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Frequently recorded flying over the site with a maximum 9 on 17th September.
Little Egret Egretta garzetta

1 on 28th May.
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Present throughout with a maximum of 4 on 17th January and 25th June.
Mute Swan Cynus olor
Present throughout with maxima of 14 (including 6 over) on 12th November. 3 pairs were present during the summer, with 2 nesting attempts and 1 pair raising 5 young. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	NC
	4.5
	5.3
	6
	6
	6
	NC
	4
	4
	NC
	11
	8.5

	MAX
	NC
	5
	6
	6
	6
	6
	NC
	4
	4
	NC
	14
	9


Grey Lag Goose Anser anser

Present on 8 dates from March to October with a maximum of 5 on 30th July. 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Present throughout the year with a wide variation in numbers. Maxima of 200 and 190 on 30th August and 8th November respectively.
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Generally 1-3 present from January – July with a maximum of 5 on 12th February. 2 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.

Wigeon Anas penelope
Birds were present in the early part of the year until the last record of 2 on 10th April. The first birds returned on 12th September, with numbers increasing to a peak of 75 on 18th November.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	80
	77
	50
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1.5
	15
	57
	25

	MAX
	97
	97
	103
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	15
	75
	26


Gadwall Anas strepera
Present throughout the year with a maximum of 67 on 5th June. Numbers fell in September and October when West Pool dried out and, as in previous years, numbers fell during the winter months to 7 on 2nd December, 3 on 7th December and 3 on 11th December. Although there were 20 pairs present during the breeding season, only 6 broods were recorded. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	10
	17
	19
	36
	NC
	49
	14
	9
	3
	3.5
	13
	4.5

	MAX
	18
	22
	31
	44
	NC
	67
	14
	11
	5
	5
	20
	7


Teal Anas crecca
Present throughout except for May and July, with a maximum of 10 on 11th February.

	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	75
	86
	50
	12
	0
	5.5
	0
	11
	45
	38
	70
	61

	MAX
	97
	100
	80
	17
	0
	6
	0
	27
	59 
	68
	81
	88


Mallard Anas platyrrynchos

Present throughout with a maximum of 220 on 30th August. Breeding confirmed with 14 broods. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	19
	13
	12
	13
	NC
	31
	27
	68
	12
	14
	58
	12

	MAX
	20
	20
	26
	24
	NC
	33
	27
	220
	18
	22
	120
	27


Shoveler Anas clypeata
Present throughout except May and June with a maximum of 32 on 7th December.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	12
	16
	13
	3.5
	0
	0
	1
	2
	9
	5
	4
	25

	MAX
	14
	23
	22
	4
	0
	0
	1
	2
	11
	5
	7
	32


Pochard Aythya farina

1 on 20th, 24th and 28th March.
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Present January – June, September and December with a maximum of 12 on 20th March. 1-2 pairs present during the summer months but no evidence of breeding. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	3
	4
	8
	4
	5
	3.5
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1

	MAX
	4
	5
	12
	4
	7
	4
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1


Red Kite Milvus milvus
1 on 18th May.

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus

Singletons present throughout the year.
Buzzard Buteo buteo
Singletons on 15th April and 7th May.
Kestrel Falco tinnnunculus
1-2 present throughout the period. One pair bred successfully. See also Section 4.
Hobby Falco subbuteo
Recorded on 7 dates with a maximum of 3 on 1ST May.
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
1 pair on 15th and 21st May. See also Section 4.
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Recorded on 5 dates, with a maximum of 10 on 25th October.
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Recorded on 10 dates from January-February and November-December with 2 on 30th November.
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Present throughout with a maximum of 19 on 6th August. 9 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Coot Fulica atra

Present throughout with a maximum of 38 on 10th June. As in previous years, numbers fell during the autumn from 15 on 23rd August to 2-4 during November and December. 6 pairs raised 4 broods. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	10
	19
	18
	25
	24
	27
	6
	13
	12
	1.5
	3.5
	2

	MAX
	18
	27
	25
	33
	28
	38
	6
	16
	15
	2
	4
	2


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
The first record was on 16th April and thereafter present until 8th August with maxima of 12 on 29th June, 10 on 11th July and 11 on 13th July. 4 pairs raised 5 young. See also Section 4.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Singletons recorded on 7 dates from 29th June – 20th September.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Present throughout the year with a maximum of 350 on 29th January. 2 pairs raised 2 young. See also Section 4.
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MEAN
	166
	36
	8
	3
	2
	32
	66
	37
	22
	40
	89
	154

	MAX
	350
	36
	10
	4
	3
	87
	96
	47
	33
	50
	198
	197


Knot Calidris canutus
1 on 29th June.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Singletons on 13th May and 28th July.
Ruff Philomachus pugnax
1 on 29th June.
Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Snipe can be counted, either when they are feeding in the open on the mud, or when feeding undercover in marshland. For the latter, counts are only possible by disturbing the birds and counting them as they fly off. Therefore, as low counts on open mud are not reliable, only the maximum counts, which could be from either method, are given. The relatively low rainfall during the year resulted in low numbers. 
	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MAX
	1
	4
	10
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	9
	20
	19
	8


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
1 on 16th April.
Redshank Tringa totanus
Recorded on 13 dates from 28th March-9th July with a maximum of 3 on 15th June.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
1 on 13th May.
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
1-2 recorded on 9 dates from 29th June-10th September.
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

2 on 12th-14th May, 1 0n 25th and 29th June.
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Up to 3 present on 16 dates from 7th May – 1st October.
Gulls Laridae

The majority of gulls seen on site come from the adjacent land-fill sites. Therefore, the numbers recorded are very dependent on the diurnal behaviour of the gulls. This means that at any particular time of day you record, the numbers will depend on whether they are away from King’s Mead feeding on the land-fill site, have come into King’s Mead for a wash or have left King’s Mead on their way to roost. Therefore, their numbers are very erratic, and only maximum numbers are recorded.

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

Present throughout the year.

	
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	MAX
	350
	800
	6
	1
	3
	60
	87
	140
	93
	96
	130
	37


Common Gull Larus canus
Present January – March and July – December with maximum of 30 on 4th March.
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Present for most of the year with maxima of 120 on 29th January, 90 on 4th February and 80 on 12th February.
Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Maximum of 100 on 29th January.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans
2 on 2nd January.
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Maximum of 80 on 29th January.
Common Tern Sterna hirundo
The first record was on 20th April, thereafter present throughout the summer with a maximum of 8 on the 19th July. The last record was a singleton on the 13th August.
Stock Dove Columba oenas

1-2 birds present on 5 dates during the year with a maximum of 4 on 24th March.
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
Present throughout the period.
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Present throughout the period.
Barn Owl Tyto alba
A singleton on 4th December.
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
1 on 6 occasions from 29th April – 27th May. See also Section 4.
Swift Apus apus
The first record was 7 on 29th April, thereafter present throughout the summer with a maximum of 50 on 16th July. The last record was 5 on the 29th August.
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Single birds present throughout the period, with 3 seen on 7th September. See also Section 4.
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Singles on 13 dates throughout the year, with 2 on 5th February and 5th November. See also Section 4.
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Singletons recorded on 5 dates throughout the year.
Sky Lark Alauda arvensis

Present from February to September. 7 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
The first record of 4 on 2nd April thereafter present from April to July, with a maximum of 30 on 7th May and 19th July. The last record was 30 on the 19th July.
Swallow Hirundo rustica
The first record of 1 on 31st March, thereafter present from March to October, with a maximum of 12 on 15th April. The last record was 4 on 1st October.
House Martin Delichon urbica
The first record of 1 on the 15th April, thereafter present to October, with a maximum of 60 on the 11th September. The last record was 10 on 1st October.
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Recorded throughout the year with a maximum of 22 on 5th February and 20 on 1st April. 7 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flavissima
1 on 31st July.
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Present throughout with a maximum of 3 on 10th October and 5th November. 1 pair raised 3 young. See also Section 4.
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii
Present throughout. See also Section 4.
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Present throughout. 
Dunnock Prunella modularis

Present throughout.
Robin Erithacus rubicula
Present throughout. 
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
1 on 10th September.
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

1 on 27th-28th August, 2 on 29th August, 3 on 2nd September and 1 on 25th September.

Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Present in the early part of the year until 4th March, with a maximum of 5 on 5th February. First bird returned on 16th August with a maximum of 7 on 4th and 5th November. See also    Section 4.

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Singletons on 2nd, 12th and 14th September.
Blackbird Turdus merula

Present throughout.
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Present until 26th February with a maximum of 100. First autumn record of 10 on 18th November.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Two birds singing on Chadwell Bank on 5th February
Redwing Turdus iliacus
Present until 26th February with a maximum of 40. No autumn records.
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Recorded on 6 dates with a maximum of 5 on 15th May and 28th August.
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
The first record of 1 on the 16th April, thereafter present during the summer. Last record of 1 on the 22nd September. 13 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
The first record of 1 on 29th April, thereafter present during the summer. Last record of 4 on 13th August. 6 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia currica
Singletons on 8th and 13th August and 2nd September. 1 pair present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Whitethroat Sylvia communis
The first record of 4 on the 23rd April, thereafter present during the summer. Last record of 2 on 10th September. 17 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin
2 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
The first record of 1 on the 1st April, thereafter present throughout the summer, with the last record of 1 on the 10th September. 4 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

A winter record of 1 on 11th February. First record of 1 on 20th March, thereafter present throughout the summer with a maximum of 4 on 20th August. Last record of 1 on 10th October. 2 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
1 singing on Chadwell Bank from 2nd –21st April thereafter singletons on 2nd August and 12th September. See also Section 4.
Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Singletons on 8th and 10th October.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
1 on 25th July, 3 on 12th September and 1 on 14th September.
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Present throughout. 
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Present throughout.
Great Tit Parus major

Present throughout.
Jay Garrulus glandarius
Recorded on 7 dates with a maximum of 3 on 8th October.

Magpie Pica pica
Present throughout with a maximum of 24 on 12th September. See also Section 4.
Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Present throughout with a maximum of 90 on 17th December.
Rook Corvus frugilegus

Present throughout with a maximum of 200 on 19th February.
Carrion Crow Corvus corone corone

Present throughout.
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Present throughout with a maximum of 150 on 21st January.
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Present throughout.
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Present throughout with a maximum of 40 on 23rd November.
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
2 on 9th November.
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Present throughout.
Siskin Carduelis spinus
1 on 12th November, 15 on 2nd December.
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Present throughout with maxima of 60 on 2nd September, 50 on 14th September and 70 on 22nd September. See also Section 4.
Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Present throughout. 3 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
Redpoll Carduelis flammea
2 on 5th November.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
1-2 recorded on 5 dates. See also Section 4.
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Present throughout. 11 pairs present during the breeding season. See also Section 4.
