BREEDING BIRD SURVEY PRE 2003
Graham White has provided the breeding bird survey data, summarised in Table 1. The surveys were undertaken in the manner of the Common Bird Census, using map-based recording and territory analysis. The Table not only provides data on the number of breeding pairs for the period 1994 – 2002 inclusive but also, where possible, includes statements on breeding status for the period pre – 1994 based on other sources of information such as county bird reports. The Table illustrates some interesting trends.
The first point to note is that Gadwall, now a common breeding bird on King’s Mead did not even start to over-summer until 1988. Also, at about the same time, Shoveler bred for just one year in 1988 with Garganey breeding in five consecutive years from 1987 – 1991 inclusive. Both Coot and Moorhen have increased in breeding numbers over the last five years, reflecting both the increased frequency of summer floods after the droughts of the early 90s and the improved habitat quality within the ditches following restoration.
Waders did not breed successfully at the site over the period in question, with Lapwing ceasing breeding in 1955 and Snipe in 1991. There were a few summering pairs of waders, 1 pair of Lapwing in 1995, 1 pair of Snipe in 1999 and 2 pairs of Little Ringed Plover in 1995 and 1996 although successful breeding was not proven.  In general, management of the site did not produce ideal sward heights and water levels, and disturbance may also have been a limiting factor.
It is interesting to note the increase in the number of pairs of Sky Lark and Meadow Pipits in the years 2001 and 2002. This was almost certainly due to the site being closed to the public during the Foot and Mouth outbreak in 2001 although it is not clear why the increase was sustained in 2002. Most of the additional breeding pairs were on Park, Stockade and Hollow Meads.  
The number of pairs of Sedge Warblers and Reed Buntings increased significantly over the period 1999 – 2002 with a peak of 24 pairs and 16 pairs respectively in 2001. This increase directly reflects the increased length of restored ditch habitat and water levels within these ditches. 
Sadly, the year 2002 witnessed the demise of the Willow Warbler as a breeding species at King’s Mead, which is consistent with the countywide decline of this species.
Overall, there has been a positive response by some species to the management of the King’s Mead as a nature reserve.  However, the response is limited and further refinement of the management of the site is required to meet the potential of the site for breeding birds.
	SPECIES
	Pre - 1994
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002

	Little Grebe
	2 pairs in 1988
	2
	5
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	1

	Mute Swan
	
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Grey Lag Goose
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Gadwall
	Summering from 1988
	
	
	0
	0
	4
	6
	4
	12
	13

	Mallard
	5-10 broods noted annually
	22
	20
	12
	10
	19
	29
	20
	14
	24

	Garganey
	Bred 1987-1991
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Shoveler
	Bred 1988
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	0
	0

	Tufted Duck
	Occasional Breeder
	2
	4
	3
	1
	3
	2
	5
	2
	1

	Ruddy Duck
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1

	Grey Partridge
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Kestrel
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Moorhen
	
	
	
	
	6
	6
	11
	13
	12
	21

	Coot
	Low numbers, more in wet years
	10
	10
	5
	6
	12
	13
	18
	24
	18

	Little Ringed Plover
	Attempted to breed in wet years
	
	2
	2
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0

	Ringed Plover
	Attempted to breed in wet years
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0

	Lapwing
	Ceased breeding in 1955
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Snipe
	Ceased breeding in 1991
	0
	
	0
	0
	0
	1
	
	
	0

	Redshank
	Attempted to breed in wet years
	
	0
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Cuckoo
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Kingfisher
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Green Woodpecker
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Sky Lark
	
	1
	
	3 
	6
	5
	4
	3
	7
	7

	Meadow Pipit
	1-3 pairs
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2
	2
	2
	7
	7

	Grey Wagtail
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Pied Wagtail
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2

	Grasshopper Warbler
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Sedge Warbler
	
	6
	5
	4
	7
	5
	10
	12
	24
	16

	Reed Warbler
	
	2
	5
	5
	2
	6
	8
	7
	10
	9

	Lesser Whitethroat
	
	
	
	
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Whitethroat
	
	
	
	
	3
	2
	3
	8
	10
	7

	Blackcap
	
	
	
	
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3
	2

	Chiffchaff
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Willow Warbler
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	4
	2
	0

	Magpie
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2

	Goldfinch
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Linnet
	
	
	
	
	1
	0
	0
	0
	5
	2

	Bullfinch
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Reed Bunting
	
	3
	5
	4
	3
	3
	3
	6
	16
	14


TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF BREEDING BIRDS PRE-1994 TO 2002      

