BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2008
The breeding bird survey data is summarised in Table 2. The surveys were undertaken in the manner of the Common Bird Census, using map-based recording and territory analysis. The table provides data on the number of breeding pairs for the period 2004 – 2008 inclusive. 

The high water levels may have had an adverse effect on the dragonfly and butterfly seasons, but they did have a very positive effect on the breeding success of water birds. Pochard and Ruddy Duck nested for the first time raising broods of four and seven respectively, and Shoveler bred for the second time (the first being in 2007), this time with a brood of 10.Tufted Duck also had a better year with seven pairs producing four broods.

Lapwing numbers continued to increase form 7 pairs in 2007 to 11 pairs in 2008. There were 11 nests and many were successful. There were three pairs of Redshank present and, although it is difficult to assess whether all three had nests, young were present.

The number of pairs of Meadow Pipits was down from eight pairs last year to just four pairs, which may have been due to the flooded meadows. However, this did not affect the number of breeding Sky Larks. Lesser Whitethroat, Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler were also absent as breeding species.

However, the greatest concern must be the significant reduction in the number of breeding pairs of Whitethroat from 19 pairs in 2007 to just 10 pairs in 2008. The reason for this is not known.

	SPECIES
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	Comments for 2008

	Little Grebe
	3
	2
	0
	2
	3
	Pairs. 3 pairs produced broods of 1, 4 and 4

	Mute Swan
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	Pairs. 2 pairs produced broods of 1 and 3

	Canada Goose
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	Pairs.

	Shelduck
	1-2
	2
	2
	0
	1
	Pairs. 

	Gadwall
	20
	20
	11
	9
	16
	Pairs. 16 pairs produced 4 broods

	Mallard
	12
	14
	12
	9
	8
	Pairs. 8 pairs produced 18 broods

	Shoveler
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	Pairs. 1 pair produced brood of 10

	Pochard
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	Pairs. 1 pair produced brood of 4

	Tufted Duck
	2
	1-2
	2
	2
	7
	Pairs. 7 pairs produced 4 broods of 2, 5, 6 and 7

	Ruddy Duck
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	Pairs. 1 pair produced brood of 7

	Kestrel
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Red-legged Partridge
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Moorhen
	9
	9
	9
	9
	10
	Pairs

	Coot
	8
	6
	6
	NC
	NC
	Pairs. 18 broods

	Little Ringed Plover
	0
	4
	4
	1
	1
	Pairs. Nesting attempt but unsuccessful

	Lapwing
	1
	2
	2
	7
	11
	Pairs. 11 pairs produced 11 nests, many successful

	Redshank
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	Pairs. Young present

	Cuckoo
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	Males present

	Sky Lark
	5
	7
	7
	6
	7
	Pairs

	Meadow Pipit
	7
	7
	6
	8
	4
	Pairs

	Grey Wagtail
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Pied Wagtail
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Sedge Warbler
	16
	13
	10
	14
	12
	Pairs

	Reed Warbler
	6
	6
	5
	5
	6
	Pairs

	Lesser Whitethroat
	1
	1
	3
	2
	0
	Pairs

	Whitethroat
	15
	17
	17
	19
	10
	Pairs

	Garden Warbler
	3
	2
	0
	1
	0
	Pairs

	Blackcap
	4
	4
	6
	2
	0
	Pairs

	Chiffchaff
	2
	2
	1
	2
	0
	Pairs

	Willow Warbler
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	Pairs

	Goldfinch
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Linnet
	2
	3
	1
	1
	0
	Pairs

	Bullfinch
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Pairs

	Reed Bunting
	11
	11
	15
	16
	17
	Pairs


TABLE 2

SUMMARY OF BREEDING BIRDS 2004 - 2008 

