BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2004
The breeding bird survey data is summarised in Table 1. The surveys were undertaken in the manner of the Common Bird Census, using map-based recording and territory analysis. The table provides data on the number of breeding pairs for the period 2000 – 2004 inclusive. The table illustrates some interesting trends.
Little Grebe had an exceptional year with 3 pairs raising 7 young. This was helped by the fact that the water level in West Pool remained high throughout the summer and autumn.1-2 pairs of Shelduck summered but once again there was no breeding attempt, presumably due to the apparent lack of suitable habitat.
Gadwall numbers were high with 20 pairs present but, for some reason, only 5 broods were recorded. Conversely Mallard numbers were well down with only 12 pairs. 2 pairs of Tufted Duck were present but there was no evidence of breeding. Moorhen and Coot numbers were also down for no apparent reason.
Meadow Pipit, a key species for the site, was well represented with 7 pairs, a welcome increase from the dip to just 3 pairs in 2003. It looked as though Stonechat would breed again with a singing male and female present on Broad Mead up to the 28th March. Unfortunately, they both disappeared and no birds were present for the summer. Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler were both slightly down, but probably not to a significant extent.
Whitethroat numbers were up from 8 pairs in 2003 to an astonishing 15 pairs, which was accompanied by a welcome increase in the number of pairs of Garden Warbler from nil prior to 2003, to1 in 2003 and 3 in 2004.
Reed Bunting, another key species for the site, was slightly down from 14 pairs to 11 pairs, although this still represents a healthy population.
	SPECIES
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	Comments for 2004

	Little Grebe
	1
	2
	1
	1
	3
	3 pairs raised 7 young

	Mute Swan
	1
	1
	3
	2
	3
	1 breeding attempt failed after 1st egg

	Grey Lag Goose
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	

	Shelduck
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1-2
	1-2 pairs summered but no breeding attempt

	Gadwall
	4
	12
	13
	8
	20
	20 pairs present produced 5 broods

	Mallard
	20
	14
	24
	25
	12
	12 pairs produced 12 broods

	Tufted Duck
	5
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2 pairs present but no evidence of breeding

	Ruddy Duck
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	

	Grey Partridge
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	

	Kestrel
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1 pair bred successfully

	Moorhen
	13
	12
	21
	19
	9
	Pairs

	Coot
	18
	24
	18
	14
	8
	8 pairs produced 3 broods

	Lapwing
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1 pair until end of May but no breeding attempt

	Cuckoo
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	

	Kingfisher
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	1 pair summered but no breeding attempt

	Green Woodpecker
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	

	Sky Lark
	3
	7
	7
	7
	5
	Pairs

	Meadow Pipit
	2
	7
	7
	3
	7
	Pairs

	Grey Wagtail
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Pair New Gauge. No evidence of breeding

	Pied Wagtail
	1
	2
	2
	2
	1
	Pair New Gauge. No evidence of breeding

	Stonechat
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	

	Grasshopper Warbler
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	

	Sedge Warbler
	12
	24
	16
	20
	16
	Pairs

	Reed Warbler
	7
	10
	9
	8
	6
	Pairs

	Lesser Whitethroat
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Pair Chadwell Bank

	Whitethroat
	8
	10
	7
	8
	15
	Pairs

	Garden Warbler
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	Pairs

	Blackcap
	1
	3
	2
	2
	4
	Pairs

	Chiffchaff
	0
	1
	0
	3
	2
	Pairs

	Willow Warbler
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0
	

	Goldfinch
	1
	2
	3
	3
	1
	Pair

	Linnet
	0
	5
	2
	3
	2
	Pairs

	Bullfinch
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	Pair Chadwell Bank

	Reed Bunting
	6
	16
	14
	14
	11
	Pairs


TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF BREEDING BIRDS 2000 - 2004

