BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2003
Graham White has provided the breeding bird survey data, summarised in Table 1. The surveys were undertaken in the manner of the Common Bird Census, using map-based recording and territory analysis. The table provides data on the number of breeding pairs for the period 1999 – 2003 inclusive. The table illustrates some interesting trends.
For the first time on record, a pair of Shelduck was present during the summer months, although there was no attempt to breed. It will be interesting to see if this is repeated in future years and whether one day they will breed, although suitable breeding sites are not obvious.
Water levels across the site are a major factor in determining numbers of many of the key species at King’s Mead.  In 2003, the main floods remained wet throughout the breeding season but not at their maximum.  Waterbirds reflected this, with generally good numbers but maybe not quite at peak levels.  Coot in particular had a poor year and the number of Gadwall broods was lower than in 2001 and 2002.  Most Gadwall broods are seen on the floods but a survey revealed most nests to be considerable distances away, along ditch edges and in taller grassland.  This clearly has implications for management across the site.
Although a pair of Lapwing summered and briefly displayed by the floods, low water levels generally across the site did not encourage any Snipe to linger.  Water loss through the sluices along the ditches was a major problem, leading to ditches and meadows drying rapidly in spring.
The number of pairs of Meadow Pipit was down to 3, falling from the peak of 7 in 2001 and 2002.  Numbers increased in 2001 during the period of Foot and Mouth Disease when access to the site was restricted.  It is interesting to speculate whether access and associated disturbance is a factor in the population levels of this and other species.  However, let us hope that this is just a one-off occurrence and that numbers are restored in 2004.
On the plus side, Stonechats bred on site for probably the first time on record and successfully raised 3 young. With the relatively large over-wintering population this is probably not totally unexpected, but nevertheless is an event that we hope will be repeated in future years. Another new breeding species for the site was Garden Warbler, which held territory in the scrub at the extreme western end of the site.
Chiffchaff also increased their numbers to 3 pairs, which is another welcome trend.
Overall, there has been a positive response by some species to the management of the King’s Mead as a nature reserve.  However, the response is limited and further refinement of the management of the site, notably the control of water levels and the grassland sward heights through grazing, is required to meet the potential of the site for breeding birds.
	SPECIES
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	Comments for 2003

	Little Grebe
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1 pair raised 3 young

	Mute Swan
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	3 pairs present produced 2 broods

	Grey Lag Goose
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	

	Shelduck
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1 pair summered but no breeding attempt

	Gadwall
	6
	4
	12
	13
	8
	15 pairs present produced 8 broods

	Mallard
	29
	20
	14
	24
	25
	Broods

	Tufted Duck
	2
	5
	2
	1
	2
	7 pairs present produced 2 broods

	Ruddy Duck
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	

	Grey Partridge
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	

	Kestrel
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1 pair raised 2 young

	Moorhen
	11
	13
	12
	21
	19
	Broods

	Coot
	13
	18
	24
	18
	14
	25 pairs present produced 14 broods

	Lapwing
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1 pair summered but no breeding attempt

	Snipe
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Cuckoo
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	

	Kingfisher
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1 pair summered but no breeding attempt

	Green Woodpecker
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	

	Sky Lark
	4
	3
	7
	7
	7
	Pairs

	Meadow Pipit
	2
	2
	7
	7
	3
	Pairs

	Grey Wagtail
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Pair

	Pied Wagtail
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	Pairs

	Stonechat
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1 pair raised 3 young

	Grasshopper Warbler
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	

	Sedge Warbler
	10
	12
	24
	16
	20
	Pairs

	Reed Warbler
	8
	7
	10
	9
	8
	Pairs

	Lesser Whitethroat
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Pair

	Whitethroat
	3
	8
	10
	7
	8
	Pairs

	Garden Warbler
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	Pair

	Blackcap
	0
	1
	3
	2
	2
	Pairs

	Chiffchaff
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	Pairs

	Willow Warbler
	1
	4
	2
	0
	0
	

	Magpie
	0
	0
	1
	2
	2
	Pairs

	Goldfinch
	0
	1
	2
	3
	3
	Pairs

	Linnet
	0
	0
	5
	2
	3
	Pairs

	Bullfinch
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	

	Reed Bunting
	3
	6
	16
	14
	14
	Pairs


TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF BREEDING BIRDS 1999 - 2003
