A BEE ORCHID AT KING’S MEADS
On the 16th May 2008, during a guided walk led by Andy Brown, a member of staff of The Environment Agency noticed an orchid growing by the path that runs from the Lee Navigation to the New River under the viaduct. At this stage the orchid only had leaves and therefore identification of the species was not possible.

On the 11th June Andy Brown went back to the site by which time the orchid had flowered and was identified as a Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera. As this was the first record of a Bee Orchid for King’s Meads a photograph of the orchid was submitted to Trevor James, the County Recorder for Vascular Plants.

Trevor confirmed the identification of the orchid but added that it was not of the normal form but a rare form belgarum. Eight forms of the Bee Orchid have been identified in the UK and belgarum is a European form, that has only fairly recently been recognised in Britain and appears to be increasing generally. The first record for Hetfordshire was found by Richard Bateman in Gaddesdon in 1980. Another specimen was found by Steve Murray on the 14th June 2008 at Hilfield Park Reservoir. 
In belgarum, the flowers are small, lack the furry side-lobes of the normal form and are marked with yellow bands. 
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CLOSE UP OF THE BELGARUM  FORM OF BEE ORCHID
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