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2006 SEASON RECAP

2006 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR

POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION

Shannon “LINE-PRO” Weaver

Rookie Season

1st Championship

110 SEASON POINTS

+10 BONUS CHASE POINTS (2 DRIVERS)
120 TOTAL POINTS
TEAM DRIVERS
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Kasey Kahne, #9 Dodge (Ray Evernham)                        Joe Nemechek, #01 Chevy (MB2 Motorsports)                
Ryan Newman, #12 Dodge (Penske Racing South)               Kevin Harvick, #29 Chevy (Childress Racing)
2006 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR - POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL TEAM RESULTS
	PLACE
	TEAM
	TOTAL PTS (TEAM AVERAGE)
	PTS

BACK
	HIGH /

WEEKS
	LOW /

WEEKS
	POLES
	WINS
	TOP

5
	TOP 10
	LED A

RACE/LDR 
	DNQ 
	LAP

DWN /

DNF

	1st 
	“Line-Pro”

Weaver
	120 (30.00)
110+10 bonus
	Leader
	1st / 7
	5th / 3
	9
	11
	29
	48
	45/7
	0
	58/13

	2nd 
	“Freak”

Fisher
	107 (26.75)
99+8 bonus
	13
	1st / 1
	8th / 4
	4
	3
	27
	60
	45/2
	0
	47/10

	3rd 
	“Cousin Todd”

Lyndaker
	80 (20.00)
79+1 bonus
	40
	1st / 17
16 in a row 
	7th / 1
	5
	3
	21
	49
	46/6
	1
	46/12

	4th 
	“Speedracer”

Cochran
	73 (18.25)

67+6 bonus
	47
	1st / 4
	6th / 2
	0
	6
	27
	44
	49/8
	0
	54/20

	5th 
	“Slipchuck”
Wolfersberger
	70 (17.50)

61+9 bonus
	50
	1st / 7
	5th / 3
	6
	3
	25
	49
	52/6
	0
	54/21

	6th 
	“Throttle Rocket”

Castetter
	55 (13.75)

46+9 bonus
	65
	1st / 1
	8th / 1
	6
	5
	22
	36
	51/5
	2
	67/15

	7th 
	“Big Ron”
Fritz
	2 (0.50)

-8+10 bonus
	118
	3rd / 1
	7th / 26
	1
	5
	18
	37
	34/2
	3
	66/21

	8th 
	“Murph”

Murphy
	-80 (-20.00)

-82+2 bonus
	200
	2nd / 1

	8th / 30
	1
	0
	8
	24
	30/0
	14
	65/20


2004 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION – Cynthia “Leadfoot” Keuper
 (10 Driver Roster / 2 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR Points Challenge Teams / No Bonus Points were issued)

	1st
	“Leadfoot” Keuper
	264 (26.4)
	Leader
	1st / 27
	2nd / 9
	20
	16
	80
	153
	120/13
	11
	148/44


2005 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION – Blair “Freak” Fisher
 (5 Driver Roster / 6 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR Points Challenge Teams / No Bonus Points were issued)
	1st 
	“Freak” Fisher
	179 (35.8)
	Leader
	1st / 18
	4th / 8
	14
	8
	41
	67
	62/14
	0
	60/12


2006 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL DRIVER RESULTS
	RANK
	DRIVER
	TEAM
	PTS

*
	PTS

BACK
	NEXTEL RANK
	STARTS
	POLES

**
	WINS
	TOP

5
	TOP 10
	LED A

RACE / LDR 
	LAP

DWN.
	DNQ
	DNF

	1
	M. Kenseth
	Castetter
	86
	Leader
	2
	36
	0
	4
	15
	21
	23/4
	5
	0
	1

	2
	J. Johnson
	Fritz
	80
	6
	1
	36
	1
	5
	13
	24
	18/2
	5
	0
	1

	3
	K. Harvick
	Weaver
	74
	12
	4
	36
	1
	5
	15
	20
	14/3
	9
	0
	1

	4
	T. Stewart
	Cochran
	73
	13
	11
	36
	0
	5
	15
	19
	19/6
	10
	0
	4

	5
	K. Kahne
	Weaver
	62
	24
	8
	36
	6
	6
	12
	19
	15/4
	10
	0
	6

	6
	J. Gordon
	Wolfers.
	53
	33
	6
	36
	2
	2
	14
	18
	24/3
	9
	0
	7

	7
	D. Hamlin ®
	Fisher
	52
	34
	3
	36
	3
	2
	8
	20
	13/2
	7
	0
	1

	8
	Kyle Busch
	Lyndaker
	51
	35
	10
	36
	1
	1
	10
	18
	20/2
	9
	0
	2

	9
	Earnhardt, Jr.
	Cochran
	47
	39
	5
	36
	0
	1
	10
	17
	18/2
	6
	0
	3

	10
	J. Burton
	Wolfers.
	45
	41
	7
	36
	4
	1
	7
	20
	15/2
	9
	0
	2

	11
	C. Edwards
	Fisher
	37
	49
	12
	36
	0
	0
	10
	20
	14/0
	8
	0
	3

	12
	G. Biffle
	Lyndaker
	36
	50
	13
	36
	2
	2
	8
	15
	19/4
	12
	0
	6

	13
	M. Martin
	Murphy
	30
	56
	9
	36
	0
	0
	7
	15
	13/0
	6
	0
	2

	14
	Kurt Busch
	Castetter
	26
	60
	16
	36
	6
	1
	7
	12
	15/1
	17
	0
	3

	15
	B. Vickers
	Fisher
	12
	74
	15
	36
	1
	1
	5
	9
	10/0
	15
	0
	2

	16
	R. Newman
	Weaver
	-1
	87
	18
	36
	2
	0
	2
	7
	12/0
	17
	0
	3

	17
	C. Bowyer ®
	Fisher
	-2
	88
	17
	36
	0
	0
	4
	11
	8/0
	17
	0
	4

	17
	S. Riggs ®
	Lyndaker
	-2
	88
	20
	35
	2
	0
	1
	8
	5/0
	11
	1
	2

	19
	C. Mears
	Lyndaker
	-6
	92
	14
	36
	0
	0
	2
	8
	2/0
	14
	0
	2

	20
	R.Sorenson ®
	Cochran
	-14
	100
	24
	36
	0
	0
	1
	5
	8/0
	17
	0
	4

	21
	M.Truex, Jr. ®
	Fritz
	-16
	102
	19
	36
	0
	0
	2
	5
	4/0
	14
	0
	5

	22
	J. McMurray
	Wolfers.
	-17
	103
	25
	36
	0
	0
	3
	7
	7/1
	18
	0
	7

	23
	E. Sadler
	Murphy
	-19
	105
	22
	36
	1
	0
	1
	7
	13/0
	21
	0
	7

	24
	D. Jarrett
	Wolfers.
	-20
	106
	23
	36
	0
	0
	1
	4
	6/0
	17
	0
	5

	24
	B. Labonte
	Fritz
	-22
	108
	21
	36
	0
	0
	3
	8
	7/0
	19
	0
	8

	26
	J. Nemechek
	Weaver
	-25
	111
	27
	36
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4/0
	22
	0
	3

	27
	J.J. Yeley ®
	Castetter
	-31
	117
	29
	36
	0
	0
	0
	3
	9/0
	22
	0
	7

	28
	D. Stremme ®
	Castetter
	-35
	121
	33
	34
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4/0
	23
	2
	4

	29
	R. Gordon
	Cochran
	-39
	125
	30
	36
	0
	0
	1
	3
	4/0
	21
	0
	9

	30
	K. Schrader
	Murphy
	-45
	131
	31
	36
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2/0
	25
	0
	8

	31
	J. Mayfield
	Murphy
	-48
	134
	39
	22
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2/0
	13
	14
	3

	32
	M. Waltrip
	Fritz
	-50
	136
	37
	33
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5/0
	28
	3
	7


                                             * Does not include Bonus Points                     ** 1 Pole from Boris Said and David Gilliland and two Qualifying rain-outs

2004 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVER – Jeff Gordon

	1
	J. Gordon
	Keuper
	96
	Leader
	3
	36
	6
	5
	16
	25
	23 / 6
	7
	1
	4


2005 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVER – Tony Stewart
	1
	T. Stewart
	Fisher
	107
	Leader
	1
	36
	3
	5
	17
	25
	19/11
	8
	0
	1


· The Year in review:

NASCAR writer Dustin Long reflects on the 2006 Nextel Cup season.  BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT - Jamie McMurray.  This was the guy who was supposed to be Mark Martin's hand-picked successor?  Granted, McMurray didn't have it easy, working with three different crew chiefs this season and for a Roush team sliding back to the field.  Still, to finish 25th in points with no wins, three top-five finishes and seven top-10s this year?  Come on.  BIGGEST SURPRISE - The fall of Robert Yates Racing.  Yes, this team had been in decline but it started the season with Dale Jarrett and Elliott Sadler.  It begins next year with David Gilliland and a driver to be determined.  Twice Yates came close to selling part of his team or merging but a late sponsorship deal will allow him to keep two teams.  Will either be competitive?  BIGGEST LOSS - Tony Stewart.  He said he lost about 20 pounds from his marshmallow frame in the latter part of the season.  That's a loss that's really a victory.  WORST DRIVING - Rookie J.J. Yeley was involved in a series-high 16 accidents or spins, according to NASCAR race reports.  David Gilliland was involved in seven accidents or spins in 15 starts, nearly half his starts.  Then there's NASCAR chairman Brian France, who according to a witness drove recklessly on a Daytona Beach road before hitting a tree.  Police did not charge France, although there's an internal investigation to see if he received preferential treatment from officers.  BEST DRIVING - Kevin Harvick.  He won as many races (five) as accidents or spins he was involved this Cup season.  Also, he won nine Busch races and earned that series title.  A Busch title and a fourth-place finish in the Cup points is a combination not likely to be seen anytime soon.  WORST CRASH - Jeff Gordon lost his brakes entering turn 1 at Pocono at nearly 200 mph.  He turned into the grass and slid up the track, slamming the wall on the driver's side.  Gordon was uninjured.  "That was one of the hardest hits I've ever taken,'' he said.  BEST RACE IN THE CHASE - Talladega featured 63 lead changes, including a dramatic last-lap accident, but Martinsville is where the Chase changed.  Nine of the 10 spots changed as leader Jeff Burton allowed everyone back in the hunt after blowing an engine and finishing 42nd.  Jimmie Johnson won that race to build momentum toward his championship drive.  BEST RACE - The Talladega spring race had 56 lead changes with six lead changes in the last 10 laps as Jimmie Johnson led the last lap to win with Tony Stewart second and Brian Vickers third.  ODDEST QUOTE - "It smells like celery,'' Jimmie Johnson on the radio to his crew Nov. 18 during practice at Homestead, describing a "weird smell'' he had in the car.  The minor problem was later fixed.  ODDEST SIGHT - Jeff Gordon shoving Matt Kenseth on pit road after the Bristol spring race. Who knew Gordon could be a tough guy?  Of course, Gordon still had his helmet on and Kenseth didn't.  BEST CREW CHIEF - It's easy to give it to Chad Knaus for helping Jimmie Johnson finally win the title, but the vote goes to Mike Ford for helping rookie Denny Hamlin win two points races, the Bud Shootout and finish third in the points -- the highest a rookie has placed since 1972, the beginning of the sport's modern era.  WHO'S THE DRIVER? - The No. 49 team of Bam Racing had five drivers, employing Brent Sherman, Mike Wallace, Chris Cook, Kevin Lepage and Mike Bliss.  No announcement yet on who the next contestants will be in this car next year.  STREAKIN' - Michael Waltrip has gone 54 races without a top-10 finish.  His last top-10 came when he placed seventh at Michigan in June 2005.  Robby Gordon was involved in accidents in five of the last six races, according to NASCAR race reports.  Ken Schrader is winless in his last 515 starts, dating to June 1991.
Jenna Fryer: Associated Press:  CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Jimmie Johnson opened and closed the 2006 season on top, for very different reasons.  The year began with the controversial suspension of his crew chief, who was caught cheating before the Daytona 500 and kicked out of the garage for four weeks.  It ended with Johnson and Chad Knaus hoisting the Nextel Cup trophy as the championship winning team.  It was a headlining year for Johnson, but he hardly stole the show.  NASCAR's 2006 season was thick with story lines, subplots and drama that didn't involve Johnson at all.  There was NASCAR's intense focus on the future, two elite teams moving in opposite directions and the defending Nextel Cup champion embarking on his own roller-coaster season.  Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon both returned to the top of the sport - with Gordon making a pit stop to get married along the way - while a handful of former contenders dropped to the back of the field.  But the main theme of the season was change as everyone spent most of the year preparing for what's to come in 2007: a foreign automaker, a Colombian driver, a futuristic car and a new television network.  NASCAR Chairman Brian France is confident the new look can jump-start a sport that seemingly has stalled after a decade in the fast lane.  "It's an awful lot of change, but it's going to be good change," France said before Sunday's season finale.  "A lot of exciting things for the fans and the drivers and everyone else to look forward to.  I love where we're at, and we're excited about where we're going."  It all started with Toyota, which said in January it would enter Camrys in the Nextel Cup Series in 2007.  The announcement coincided with NASCAR's decision to phase in its custom-designed "Car of Tomorrow," which will debut next season and is meant to cut costs and improve safety.  Fans will become acquainted with Toyota and the CoT next year on ESPN, which will replace NBC.  Toyota started the biggest domino effect as it worked hard to land the top talent in NASCAR:  The garage was consumed for months with which drivers would sign with the automaker.  Toyota had its sights set on Kevin Harvick or Matt Kenseth but got Dale Jarrett and Brian Vickers instead.  Still, Harvick played the game and kept his options open - a hardline stance that forced car owner Richard Childress to pull his once-proud team from the back of the field to the front of the pack.  When Harvick realized RCR was a competitor again, he re-signed and had the best season of his career.  With five Cup wins, nine Busch victories and that series title, as well as a spot in the Chase for the championship, Harvick helped RCR become a major player again.  But he received help from teammate Jeff Burton, who resuscitated his career by ending a five-year winless drought and making a major play for the Nextel Cup title.  With Harvick off the free-agent market, 1999 Cup champion Jarrett became a viable option for Toyota, sending RYR into a free-fall that threatened the team's survival.  Jarrett opted out of the No. 88 Ford to drive a Camry for Michael Waltrip Racing, and sponsor UPS went with him.  Then Elliott Sadler asked out of his seat, leaving RYR down two drivers, two crew chiefs and a sponsor.  Yates heads into the off-season still trying to save his flagship No. 88.  So far, he has only David Gilliland - the unproven driver who shot to stardom with a freak Busch win in June - holding his operation together.  Toyota also lured Vickers away from powerful Hendrick Motorsports, as well as Champ Car driver A.J. Allmendinger, who is just one of the many open-wheelers invading NASCAR.  It started in July with Juan Pablo Montoya, who stunned the racing world by fleeing Formula One for NASCAR.  He's committed to a full schedule next year, while reigning IndyCar champion Sam Hornish Jr. is testing the waters.  He closed the year with two forgettable Busch Series starts.  When the open-wheelers get comfortable, they might find themselves battling with former series champion Tony Stewart.  The two-time champ had a truly bizarre season as he struggled with his role as a garage leader, slumped on the track and missed the Chase.  It started at Daytona, when he publicly warned someone would be killed because of the dangerous racing conditions.  That led NASCAR to police aggressive driving, and Stewart was one of the first offenders.  Then he angrily backed away from commenting further on the issue.  He was a split personality most of the season, lecturing young drivers on etiquette then breaking most of his edicts.  He ultimately hit a summer swoon (no thanks, probably, to the broken shoulder blade he suffered in May) and failed to qualify for the Chase.  Unable to defend his Nextel Cup title, he spent the final 10 weeks of the season focusing on himself.  He hired a personal trainer, lost 20 pounds and breezed his way to three wins during the Chase.  He wasn't the only previous contender to watch from the sidelines: Ryan Newman and Jeremy Mayfield, both two-time Chase qualifiers, also failed to make the postseason.  Newman never really got rolling, while Mayfield feuded with car owner Ray Evernham.  Mayfield was fired, then aired the team's dirty laundry in court documents in an attempt to land a better severance package.  They were replaced in the Chase by Earnhardt Jr. and Gordon, the two big stars who missed it in 2005.  Harvick and Burton stepped in for RCR, and rookie Denny Hamlin surprised many by racing his way to a third-place finish in the points.  "This has definitely been a year that exceeded every expectation," Hamlin said, speaking for almost everyone.

Team Freak picked the youngest team in the 2006 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge Draft.  Carl Edwards, however, would be in his Sophomore Slump throughout the first half of the season.  Denny Hamlin would be my hunch and my strongest driver of the year as he won “Rookie of the Year” honors and tied Jimmie Johnson, Matt Kenseth and Kevin Harvick for the fewest DNF’s of season (1).  Brian Vickers would win a race as I had hoped for.  Clint Bowyer was my surprise of the season.  The entire Childress stable would show the most consistency and improvement, as a team, over the rest of the Cup garage.  The year opened with a dismal showing from my “Young Guns”.  I would complain about the results of my team throughout the 1st half of the season.  I knew they could do better and just hoped that they would come around.  I was rotating from 7th to 8th place up to the Richmond race in May when I moved to 6th.  Team Freak began to hold their own for the next 10 races as I protected 6th place.  Then after Denny’s 2nd consecutive win at Pocono in July, the entire team began to show improvement as I moved to 5th.  The “Young Guns” showed strength throughout August and September as I gradually climbed to 4th place.  By the Texas race in early November, I would lead the Points Challenge Championship, but would only be in 1st for one week.  Over the next two races and after Clint Bowyer’s DNF at Phoenix, I would lose the Championship to Team Line-Pro and finish the season in 2nd place (13 points back).  Team Freak led the league in top-10’s (60) and for drivers with the fewest DNF’s (10) and with the most points of a 2006 race weekend (15) – Pocono 06/11/06.
2007 Driver predictions – Carl Edward’s should be over his Sophomore Slump and will make the Chase.  The Poster Boy or Denny Hamlin will win the Championship.  Brian Vickers will struggle with his new team.  Clint Bowyer will continue his improvement and will win at least one race.
Team Speedracer would have two strong picks with Tony Stewart and Dale Earnhardt, Jr. in the 2006 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge Draft and would be the Leader after Daytona.  Tony would have a decent showing up to the Chase, but would not have enough points to be in the final run.  Smokeless would turn on the afterburners during the last ten races and win three of the events and have five top-5 finishes.  Had he made the Chase, he more than likely would have won the Championship with his late season results.  Smokeless tied the league for most top-5’s (15) and led the league as the Lap Leader (6).  Junior would be solid all season long, but would fall short of a predicted Championship again.  Reed Sorenson would be one of the surprise drivers of the season and flirted with a win a few times throughout the year.  Robby Gordon would be Speedracer’s downfall as he had a league-high (9) DNF’s.  Burnie would be in and out of 1st place until Darlington in May, which would be his last showing of 2006 as the Leader.  Speedracer would have a strong summer as he battled for 3rd place.  He would, however, fall to his season-low 6th place after Dover in September.  Recovering from late season DNF’s from Reed and Robby, Burnie would rally and finish the season in 4th place (47 points back).  Team Speedracer led the league with drivers as the Lap Leader (8).
2007 Driver predictions – Smokeless was vital in winning the Championship for Team Freak in 2005 and was strong again in 2006.  Expect him to be a number one Draft pick in 2007 and perform consistently.  Junior will continue to have good and bad races, but will win a Championship one day.  Reed Sorenson will be a driver (or “the” driver) to keep an eye on.  Robby Gordon will once again be the downfall of any Team that he is on.
Team Big Ron wouldn’t get his beloved Jeffy Boy Gordon in the 2006 Draft, but he picked even better when he chose Jimmy Johnson as his number one.  Johnson would win his first Nextel Cup Championship and tie Matt Kenseth being a lap down the fewest times (5) and lead the league in top-10’s (24) and tied Denny Hamlin, Matt Kenseth and Kevin Harvick for the fewest DNF’s of the season (1).  Big Ron’s wild hunch about Michael Waltrip having a “now or never” year would not pay off however, as Mikey DNQ’d three times and had seven DNF’s.  He would also lead all drivers by being a lap down in 28 races.  Big Ron’s second hunch of Draft night would be that Bobby Labonte would also do well.  Except for those eight DNF’s, Boddy did have a good first year showing with Petty Enterprises.  He would end the season with eight top-10’s and three top-5’s.  Rookie Martin Truex, Jr. turned out to be a disappointment.  Team Big Ron was in 4th after Daytona and in 3rd following the Vegas race in March.  He would have a terrible next week in Atlanta and dropped to 6th.  By Charlotte in May, Ron was in 7th place and would remain there for the remaining 25 races and finish the season in 7th place (118 points back).  Big Ron would tie Slipchuck for having the most DNF’s of the season (21).
2007 Driver predictions – Jimmie will not win back to back Championships.  Martin Truex, Jr. will do better, but not often enough to make a difference.  Bobby will have the same kind of up and down season as he did in 2006.  Michael Waltrip will retire from the seat and park his butt in the Car Owner’s and Broadcast chairs.
Team Slipchuck stole Jeffy Boy from Big Ron at the Draft and Gordon would be back in the Chase and lead the league in leading the most races (24).  Slipchuck would have a couple of good and bad hunches of her own.  Jamie McMurray was the bad hunch.  He absolutely sucked as he was shuffled between Crew Chiefs trying to find someone that he would jell with - Not to happen.  Slipchuck’s other hunch was about Jeff Burton.  Who would have guessed that he would have the year that he did.  Nice pick Cynthia.  Dale Jarrett did as crappy for Slipchuck this year as he did for me in 2005.  Slipchuck was in contention for the 2006 Championship with strong showings from her team and especially Jeff Burton.  He was in the Nextel Cup lead when the Chase started and that’s when the bottom fell out.  Slipchuck had been battling for first in the Mid-Atlantic Championship when a string of (8) costly DNF’s between Gordon and McMurray killed any chances of her winning this year.  She would drop in those last ten races from 1st and finish the season in 5th place (50 points back).  Slipchuck would lead the league in races led (52) and tie Big Ron for having the most DNF’s of the season (21).
2007 Driver predictions – Jeff Gordon will remain a solid pick, but I believe his Championship days are over.  Jamie McMurray was the chosen one in 2006 and will fail again in 2007 and be on the outside looking in.  Jeff Burton will again be in contention for the Championship.  Dale Jarrett will suck in a Toyota too.
Team Murph’s solid veteran team looked good after the Draft, but who would have guessed that Jeremy Mayfield, having made the Chase the previous two seasons, would be fired and DNQ (14) times.  Mark was so strong going into the Chase, but J.J. Yeley DNF’ing him in Charlotte, ended any hopes of Mark ever winning a Championship.  He would not recover from that race.  Mark would only DNF two times this season and they would both be in the last six races.  He also says good bye to his long time friend and boss, Jack Roush.  And what a disappointing season Elliot Sadler provided for Murph.  He would not even run consistent in an Evernham funded car.  Kenny Schrader would get two top-10’s and DNF eight times.  Murph was in 2nd after Daytona, but would find 8th place five races later after Martinsville in April.  Up the next week to 7th place in Texas and then would come his string of 29 weeks and finish the season in 8th place (200 points back).
2007 Driver predictions – Mark will have fun in the #01 car.  I believe Elliot may become another lost also ran and fall out of favor with Ray.  Jeremy Mayfield won’t do anything.  Kenny Schrader will announce his retirement.
Team Cousin Todd picked his 2006 drivers via cell phone from Croghan N.Y.  His number one pick, Greg Biffle, and number two pick, Kyle Busch, started out the season hot.  Kyle’s problems would begin with the start of the Chase and he would have several sluggish races and end the season in 10th place.  Greg would start the 2006 season on fire with a win at Darlington and several poles, top-5’s and 10’s.  The Biff looked like one of the odds on favorites to win the Championship.  Then something happened that many are blaming Doug Richert for.  Biffle would have a lackluster summer and not make the Chase.  He would, however, have a strong end of the year showing and win the last race of the season at Homestead in November.  Casey Mears finished in the top-20 Mid-Atlantic Challenge ranking and would get (2) top-5’s this season.  Cousin Todd’s hunch was Scott Riggs and that hunch paid off.  He would end the season with (2) poles, (1) top-5 and (8) top-10’s.  Eleven weeks into the season and following the Darlington race in May, Cousin Todd would be the Leader.  He would have the Lead sixteen consecutive weeks throughout the summer and up until the Richmond night race in September.  He would fall to 3rd and climb back to the Lead after the October Kansas race.  Several team DNF’s during the Chase would happen and Todd would finish the season in 3rd place (40 points back).  Cousin Todd would lead the league in having the fewest drivers a lap down (46) and being the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge Leader (17) weeks.
2007 predictions – Greg Biffle will be in contention for the Cup.  Kyle will become a head case.  Casey Mears will be the dark horse taking over Brian Vicker’s #25 Hendrick ride.  Scott Riggs will do even better than he did in 2006.
Team Throttle Rocket’s first round Draft pick, Kurt Busch, would be a major disappointment.  He would tie Kasey Kahne for the most poles of the season (6) and win the Bristol Spring race in March, but he could never find the combination to make any serious threat throughout 2006.  T.R.’s second draft pick, Matt Kenseth, came close to winning his second Championship.  Late season non-handling cars did him in.  He would end the season with the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge #1 Ranking (86 points).  Matt “The Brat” had the Nextel Cup lead most of the summer and led the league in top-5’s (15) and tying Jimmie Johnson for the least times not on the lead lap (5) and also tying Johnson Denny Hamlin and Kevin Harvick with the fewest DNF’s of the season (1).  Kenseth carried Janice this year because of poor performances from Busch and rookies David Stremme and J.J. Yeley.  Throttle Rocket would be in 8th place after Daytona.  Matt would help her climb into the Lead after Bristol in March, but following Phoenix in April, she would find 5th place and hang in and out of mid-pack and finally finish the season in 6th place (65 points back).  Throttle Rocket would lead the league with the most lap down drivers (67).
2007 predictions – Who knows what Kurt Busch will be like next year?  He wishes he never would have left the Roush stable.  Can Matt have another consecutive consistent season?  I hope so.  David Stremme will do better than J.J. Yeley.
Team Line-Pro would not prove to be such a Rookie after all.  His big pay-off hunch was that of Kasey Kahne.  Shannon picked Kasey first and would not be sorry.  Kahne tied Kurt Busch for the league lead in poles (6), led the league with wins (6), but (6) DNF’s would keep him from winning the Championship.  Ryan Newman was probably the biggest disappointment of any driver this season.  He could only gather a measly (2) poles and (2) top-5’s.  Joe Nemechek would not do so well in 2006, but Shannon’s fourth pick of Kevin Harvick was the big surprise.  I hated to see Hardick have such a great season.  He would win five races and tie Tony Stewart for most top-5’s (15) and tie Matt Kenseth, Denny Hamlin and Jimmie Johnson with the fewest DNF’s of the season (1).  Line-Pro would not have the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge Lead until after the first race of the Chase at New Hampshire in September, but then his team would put the hammer down and he would be in 1st for seven of the last ten races and finish the season as the Champion of the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge.  Congratulations Line-Pro, on your first Championship.  Line-Pro led the league with Poles (9), wins (11) and top-5’s (29).
2007 predictions – Kasey Kahne will again be a Championship contender.  Ryan Newman has to step it up, but will he?  I don’t think so.  How will Joe Nemechek do in another car on the same race team?  I guess he could still be a good fourth round draft pick.  Kevin Harvick should continue his good running as should his Childress teammates, but I will never pick him for my team.
(
And now for the highlights:

(  RACE NO. 1 – DAYTONA – 02/19/06 – “CHEATER OR CHAMPION? – BIG RON’S ONE EYE BROW BOY CAPTURES 1ST DAYTONA 500 VICTORY” – Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson would win Daytona without Chad Knaus on the pit box.  Jimmie would capture his first career Daytona 500 without his team captain, who 10 days earlier had been kicked out for illegally altering the #48 car.  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart would end up taking out Matt Kenseth, Jeff Gordon and himself.  Throttle Rocket had the quote of the day in that her team “has only one way to go and that is up”, after suffering through a dismal day. Freak’s Carl Edward’s would get his first DNF of the season and start what would turn out to be the dreaded “Sophomore Slump” that Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne had in 2005.  Speedracer starts the season as the LEADER (1st week / 8 points), 2) Murph, 3) Slipchuck tie with Line-Pro, 5) Big Ron tie with Cousin Todd, 7) Freak, 8) Throttle Rocket.
(  RACE NO. 2 – CALIFORNIA – 02/26/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S KENSETH WINS - AUTO CLUB 500 A ROUSH ROUT” – Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth would steal the race as the stronger cars of Speedracer’s Tony Stewart and Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle went to the garage with late race engine failures.  Matt the Brat would give Ford their 1st victory with the new Fusion model.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne would get on board with his first of many top-5’s throughout 2006.  Slipchuck takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 9 points), 2) Throttle Rocket, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Speedracer tie with Slipchuck and Murph, 7) Cousin Todd, 8) Freak.
(  RACE NO. 3 – LAS VEGAS – 03/12/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S KENSETH DOMINATES, BUT BIG RON’S JOHNSON WINS NASCAR JACKPOT IN VEGAS” – Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson nails Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth in the last 50 feet, but Cousin Todd would win the weekend with strong showings from “The Biff” and Kyle Busch.  Speedracer’s Tony Smokeless Stewart would start his season-long bullying of people on the track.  And off the track, Smokeless would start to spout about teaching people a lesson.  Freak predicts that Gregg Biffle will win the Championship.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch would start his slump.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne would get his 2nd top-5 in a row.  Slipchuck remains the LEADER (2nd week / 13 points), 2) Throttle Rocket, 3) Big Ron tie with Cousin Todd, 5) Speedracer tie with Line-Pro, 7) Freak tie with Murph.
(  RACE NO. 4 – ATLANTA – 03/19/06 – “RAIN OK WITH KAHNE AS LINE-PRO WINS GOLDEN CORRAL 500 AND MOVES TO 3RD” – A rain delay on Sunday meant Monday morning racing.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne wins the day and ties Speedracer for first in the weekend points shuffle.  Kasey Kahne showed early signs of being a championship contender by winning at Atlanta Motor Speedway.  Murph’s Mark Martin made a late run at Kahne, but had to back off when his car began to slide and would not challenge the leader again.  Slipchuck remains the LEADER (3rd week / 18 points), 2) Cousin Todd, 3) Speedracer tie with Throttle Rocket and Line-Pro, 6) Big Ron, 7) Murph, 8) Freak.
(  RACE NO. 5 – BRISTOL – 03/26/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S BUSCH BUMPS PAST KENSETH TO WIN BRISTOL AND TAKE THE POINTS LEAD” – Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 5th Bristol win in nine starts and moves her to the lead.  Kurt Busch’s friend and former teammate (and current teammate of Throttle Rocket) was in the way.  So Busch banged Matt Kenseth aside – the first of two hard shoves Kenseth received.  The other would be when he went to apologize to Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon.  The two made contact in the closing laps that sent Gordon spinning all the way back to a 21st place finish.  Still wearing his helmet and his HANS device, Gordon stalked Kenseth on pit road.  When Kenseth approached, Gordon gave him a hard shove that knocked him back several feet.  The two were quickly separated by NASCAR officials.  Line-Pro’s Hardick would finish 2nd and start his run for the Chase.  Slipchuck would be knocked from the podium.  Throttle Rocket takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 20 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Cousin Todd, 5) Speedracer, 6) Big Ron, 7) Murph, 8) Freak.
(  RACE NO. 6 – MARTINSVILLE – 04/02/06 – “SPEEDRACER’S STEWART EDGES HENDRICK TRIO FOR MARTINSVILLE WIN” – Speedracer’s Smokeless and Junior launch Burnie from 5th to 2nd.  Tony Stewart won a paint trading duel with Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson.  Stewart and Johnson dueled nose-to-bumper for four laps.  After being rebuffed three times, Stewart finally got around Johnson with 27 laps to go and held on to win the Direct TV 500.  Stewart would also survive two single file restarts with Slipchuck’s Martinsville Master, Jeff Gordon, right behind him.  Throttle Rocket takes a hit with DNF’s from Yeley and Stremme.  Slipchuck returns as the LEADER (1st week / 22 points), 2) Speedracer, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Throttle Rocket, 5) Line-Pro, 6) Big Ron, 7) Freak, 8) Murph
(  RACE NO. 7 – TEXAS – 04/09/06 – “LINE-PRO’S KAHNE BECOMES 1ST POLE SITTER TO WIN AT TEXAS” – Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne holds off Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth and Speedracer’s Tony Stewart to move Line-Pro into 3rd.  Kahne sped away from the field after the final restart with 17 laps to go and cruised to the checkered flag and a 5 second victory in the Samsung/Radio Shack 500.  Kahne won his second pole and his second race of the early season.  Speedracer takes the points lead.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin would get his 1st career top-5.  Big Ron’s Johnson finishes out of the top-10 for only the 2nd time this season.  Slipchuck gets negative numbers for only the 2nd time this season.  A cat-fight between Greg Biffle’s girlfriend and Kurt Busch’s fiancée broke out after Kurt DNF’d Greg.  Throttle Rocket’s Kenseth gets his 4th top-5.  Speedracer returns as the LEADER (1st week / 25 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Cousin Todd, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Big Ron, 7) Murph, 8) Freak.
(  RACE NO. 8 – PHOENIX – 04/22/06 – “LINE-PRO’S HARDICK WINS CUP RACE TO SWEEP PHOENIX WEEKEND” – The Points race heats up with a two-way tie for first between Slipchuck and Speedracer.  Line-Pro’s 2nd win in a row puts him two points out of first.  Freak wins his first points weekend of the year.  If Line-Pro’s Kevin Harvick had any doubts about the direction his race team was headed, they were eased with a dominating performance in the desert that ended a 38-race winless drought.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth would finish 3rd and take over the NEXTEL Cup points lead.  Freak gets top-5’s from Carl Edwards and Clint Bowyer.  Murph’s Mark Martin could have won the race, but for a loose lug nut in the pits and then using up all of his fuel trying to try to catch the leaders.  Speedracer (2nd week / 23 points) is joined with Slipchuck (1st week / 23 points) as the LEADER, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Cousin Todd, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Big Ron, 7) Freak, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 9 – TALLADEGA – 04/30/06 – “BIG RON’S JOHNSON MAKES IT 2 FOR 2 IN RESTRICTOR PLATE RACES” – Big Ron wins the race but takes a hit with 3 DNF’s.  Throttle Rocket and Line-Pro switch places and Slipchuck moves to sole possession of 1st with big weekend numbers.  Big Ron’s One Eye Brow Boy erased a career full of Talladega troubles, barreling past teammate and Freak’s Brian Vicker’s with one lap to go and holding off a charge from Speedracer’s Smokeless to win the rain-postponed Aaron’s 499 on Monday.  Johnson would also take the Points Lead from Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth.  Slipchuck gets top-5’s from Jeff Burton and Jamie McMurray.  Cousin Todd is hurt with The Biffs DNF.  Speedracer gets a DNF from Junior and Line-Pro DNF’s with Kasey Kahne and Joe Nemechek.  Slipchuck remains the LEADER (2nd week / 34 points), 2) Speedracer, 3) Throttle Rocket, 4) Cousin Todd, 5) Line-Pro, 6) Big Ron, 7) Freak, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 10 – RICHMOND – 05/06/06 – “YES VIRGINIA, JUNIOR CAN WIN – SPEEDRACER’S PATIENT EARNHARDT REELS IN FREAK’S HOMETOWN HAMLIN” – Big Points shuffle as Speedracer takes the lead by one point from Slipchuck and Cousin Todd wins the weekend.  The turnaround is complete, and Dale Earnhardt, Jr. is back in Victory Lane.  Coming off the worst season of his career, Earnhardt ended a 27-race winless streak Saturday night at Richmond International Speedway.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin gets his 2nd top-5.  Speedracer’s Robby Gordon would get his 3rd DNF already and keep him from winning the weekend.  Slipchuck would have her first bad race of the season with all drivers finishing a lap down.  Cousin Todd’s The Biff gets his first top-5 of the season.  Line-Pro’s Hardick gets his 4th top-5.  Speedracer returns as the LEADER (1st week / 28 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 11 – DARLINGTON – 05/13/06 – “COUSIN TODD’S BIFFLE BREAKS THROUGH WITH WIN AT DARLINGTON” – The “Biff” gets Cousin Todd’s first win of the season and vaults two spots to tie Speedracer for the Lead.  Greg Biffle finally snapped the streak of bad luck that has plagued his season, holding off a late charge from Jeff Gordon to win at Darlington Raceway on Saturday night.  It was the first win of the season for Biffle, who had been unable to catch a single break all year.  Junior gets his 4th top-5 keeping Speedracer tie for the Lead.  Big Ron’s Johnson gets his 6th top-5.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy get’s his 4th top-5, but McMurray’s oil pump belt and resulting DNF hurt her weekend.  Throttle Rocket’s Kenseth gets his 6th top-5.  Line-Pro’s Kahne gets his 3rd Pole of the season.  Freak, Slipchuck and Murph are the only Teams winless this year.  Speedracer remains the LEADER (2nd week /32 points) and is joined by Cousin Todd in a Tie for 1st, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Big Ron, 7) Freak, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 12 – CHARLOTTE – 05/28/06 – “LINE-PRO’S KAHNE ENDS JOHNSON’S COCA-COLA RUN – COUSIN TODD TAKES SOLE POSSESSION OF FIRST” – Team Line-Pro moves up a notch to 3rd and Cousin Todd is in the Lead.  Slipchuck and Speedracer falter.  Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnnson’s reign ended in frantic – but fruitless – pursuit of Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne.  There’s finally a new Coca-Cola 600 winner, and somebody other than Johnson celebrated in Victory Lane at Lowe’s Motor Speedway for the first time in six races.  Speedracer’s Smokeless takes another hit to the shoulder and gets his 2nd DNF.  Slipchuck has her 3rd and 4th DNF from Jeffy Boy and the UPS Man.  Murph’s Mark Martin gets his 2nd top-5.  Cousin Todd has a bad day with a DNF from Kyle, but not bad enough to drop him out of the Lead.  Throttle Rocket’s Kenseth quietly gets his 7th top-5, but three drivers would finish a lap down.  Line-Pro’s Kahne gets his 3rd win and moves Shannon into a tie for 3rd with Slipchuck.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (2nd week / 31 points), 2) Speedracer, 3) Slipchuck tie with Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 13 – DOVER – 06/04/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S KENSETH RALLIES WITH THREE LAPS LEFT TO WIN AT DOVER – SLIPCHUCK WINS THE DAY” – Throttle Rocket wins the race, but has two DNF’s.  Slipchuck wins the day with ten points.  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth and Slipchuck’s Jamie McMurray made it a 1-2 finish for Roush racing.  And what a thrilling finish it was.  McMurray was the driver to beat, holding the lead for most of the final 90 laps, until the patient Kenseth made a move, passing two drivers late before the Leader was firmly in view.  Kenseth reached McMurray in lapped traffic, raced side-by-side, then dipped low on a clean pass off the fourth turn with three laps left and pulled away to win at Dover International Speedway.  Big Ron’s One Eye Brow Boy comes from nearly two laps down to get his 10th top-10.  Slipchuck’s McMurray gets his 2nd top-5 and her Jeff Burton would get his 3rd.  Murph’s Mark Martin suffers from a loose lug nut during a pit stop, but would rally to get his 8th top-10.  Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch would get his 4th top-5 and Line-Pro’s Hardick gets his 5th.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (3rd week / 37 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Speedracer tie with Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 14 – POCONO – 06/11/06 – “FREAK’S HAMLIN BATTLES BACK TO WIN POCONO AND FIRST CAREER CUP RACE – A THREE-WAY TIE FOR SECOND IN POINTS” – Freak sweeps the weekend (finally) and had the most weekend points scored for the year with 15.  Speedracer, Slipchuck and Line-Pro in a three-way battle for second.  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin overcame a blown tire early and solidified his spot as NASCAR’s top rookie, surging late to win his first career Nextel Cup race at Pocono Raceway.  Hamlin held off challengers – including teammate Slipchuck’s Tony Stewart – on the final five tenuous laps of the Pocono 500 after the caution came out late following Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon’s scary accident.  Hamlin, who won his first pole of the season, fell as far back as 40th before remarkably racing back into the lead shortly past the halfway point.  Freak’s 15 points would win the weekend.  His Brian Vicker’s would get his 2nd top-5.  Speedracer’s Smoke gets his 7th top-5.  Throttle Rocket’s Kenseth gets his 10th top-5 and her Kurt Busch gets his 3rd.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (4th week / 37 points), 2) Speedracer tie with Slipchuck and Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 15 – MICHIGAN – 06/18/06 – “LINE-PRO’S KAHNE BEATS EDWARDS OFF PIT ROAD AS THE RAINS CAME – LINE-PRO TAKES SOUL POSSESSION OF 2ND” – Line-Pro gets 4th win and 4th pole from Kasey and takes over 2nd – 3 points out.  Speedracer and Slipchuck battle for 3rd (8 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  With rain on the horizon and 37 cars between him and the lead, Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne knew he had his work cut out at Michigan International Speedway.  While Kahne was racing back into contention, Freak’s Carl Edwards moved to the front in his No. 99 Roush Racing Ford and appeared to be the car to beat.  On Lap 112 of the race scheduled to go 200 laps, Kahne barely beat Edwards out of the pits in a battle for fourth place under a caution flag.  Kahne drove into the lead on Lap 117.  When the heavy rain began on Lap 129, NASCAR stopped the cars with a red flag.  Minutes later, the race was called.  Freak’s Edwards gets his 5th top-5.  Speedracer’s Fat Tony suffers his 3rd DNF.  Junior gets his 5th top-5 and Reed Sorenson gets his 1st.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy is the Lap Leader.  Cousin Todd’s “The Biff” gets his 3rd top-5.  Line-Pro’s Kahne gets his 4th pole of the season.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (5th week / 43 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Speedracer tie with Slipchuck, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 16 – SONOMA – 06/25/06 – “SLIPCHUCK’S GORDON STILL KING OF THE ROAD – LINE-PRO ONE POINT FROM COUSIN TODD” – Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy earns his first win of season and his 9th career road course victory.  Slipchuck in 3rd – 5 points out.  Line-Pro in 2nd (1 point out).  Speedracer drops to 4th (14 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon combined patience with a fast race car at Infineon Raceway to grab a record ninth road-course victory.  NASCAR’s top “Road Warrior” started 11th in the 43-car field and took the lead for the first time on Lap 49 of the Dodge/Save Mart 350.  It was only the third time since Gordon began racing full-time in NASCAR’s top series in 1993 that he has gone this deep into the season before winning.  Speedracer’s Smoke would lose a cylinder and Robby would get his 4th DNF.  Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle gets his 4th top-5 and Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 3rd and also his 2nd Pole.  Line-Pro’s Ryan Newman gets his 2nd top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (6th week / 46 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Speedracer, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 17 – DAYTONA – 07/01/06 – “SPEEDRACER’S FAT-HEAD TONY WINS 2ND CONSECUTIVE PEPSI 400 – COUSIN TODD INCREASES THE LEAD” – Smokeless climbs the fence.  Speedracer wins the day and continues to play tag with Slipchuck for 3rd place (8 points out).  Line-Pro in 2nd (4 points out).  Cousin Todd breaks into the 50’s and remains the Leader.  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart’s slump is over, his shoulder is fine and his fence climbing is as good as ever.  Stewart was back to his on-track dominance, winning at Daytona International Speedway by charging to the Lead with two laps to go.  He then celebrated with his trademark climbing of the fence.  Stewart, who led 85 of the 160 laps, was out front when Big Ron’s Johnson bumped into Bobby Labonte with 14 laps to go to bring out just the fourth caution in what had been an unusually calm race.  It set up one final round of pit stops, and Stewart dropped all the way back to 10th on the restart.  He was back out front when the race was stopped on the final lap for a debris caution, earning his 2nd win of the season and ending a slump that began six races ago when he broke his shoulder blade in an accident at Lowe’s.  Slipchuck’s Gordon gets his 4th DNF.  Murph’s Elliot Sadler gets his 2nd top-5 and Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch gets his 5th.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 4th top-5 and Matt, The Brat gets his 11th top-10.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (7th week / 51 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Speedracer, 4) Slipchuck, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 18 – CHICAGO – 07/09/06 – “SLIPCHUCK’S GORDON SPINS KENSETH TO WIN AT CHICAGOLAND – LOG JAM FROM 1ST TO 4TH IN THE STANDINGS” – Slipchuck breaks into the 50’s as Whiney Boy punts Kenseth and moves her to 2nd (5 points out).  Speedracer and Line-Pro tie for 3rd (6 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon spun out Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth with four laps to go, then held on to win at Chicagoland Speeway.  Fans showered the track with debris after the race, an apparent protest of Gordon’s racing tactics.  Gordon said he didn’t want to wreck Kenseth, but added that Kenseth was trying to block him.  Kenseth dominated the second half of Sunday’s race and appeared to be headed to his third victory of the season, but a sudden surge from Gordon in the closing laps allowed him to catch Kenseth in Turn 2.  Gordon then appeared to tap Kenseth’s rear bumper with his front bumper, spinning Kenseth and getting his 2nd victory of the season.  Speedracer’s Junior gets his 6th top-5.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton gets his 2nd Pole and his 4th top-5.  Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch gets his 6th top-5.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth would be the Lap Leader.  Line-Pro’s Hardick gets his 6th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (8th week / 55 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Speedracer tie with Line-Pro, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 19 – NEW HAMPSHIRE – 07/16/06 – “COUSIN TODD’S BUSCH HOLDS ON IN O.T. FOR 1ST WIN OF ’06 – FREAK ROBBED OF TWO TOP-5’S” – Cousin Todd scores 2nd highest total of season with 14 and jumps to a big advantage.  Slipchuck and Line-Pro tie for 2nd (18 points out).  Freak and Throttle Rocket closing in on Speedracer.  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch learned some hard lessons last year as a rookie in the Nextel Cup series.   He put some of that knowledge to good use at New Hampshire International Speedway on the way to his first victory of the season.  Busch drove hard and avoided the problems that brought out 11 caution flags and caused trouble for several of the top contenders.  The last restart finally came on Lap 307.  By that time, both Freak’s Carl Edwards and rookie Denny Hamlin had moved past Murph’s Elliot Sadler, but Busch easily pulled away from the challengers in the two-lap sprint to the finish.  Speedracer’s Junior gets his 2nd DNF and Big Ron’s Michael Waltrip, his 4th.  Murph’s Mark Martin would start his 600th race and get his 3rd top-5.  Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle gets his 5th top-5.  Line-Pro’s Ryan Newman gets his 1st Pole of the season and Hardick gets his 7th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (9th week / 69 points), 2) Slipchuck tie with Line-Pro, 4) Speedracer, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 20 – POCONO – 07/23/06 – “FREAK’S HAMLIN DOMINATES TO COMPLETE POCONO SWEEP – SMOKELESS PROVES AGAIN THAT HE IS A CLASSLESS A-HOLE” – Freak records 2nd win of season and takes over 5th, one point behind 4th place Speedracer.  Slipchuck in 2nd (11 points out).  Team Line-Pro in 3rd (15 points out).  Team Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin completed the Pocono sweep blowing away the field for an easy victory that pushed the rookie into championship contention.  While Hamlin was cruising around Pocono, teammate Speedracer’s Tony Stewart nearly self-destructed and his Junior took another hit in his pursuit of the Nextel Cup title.  Smokeless was black-flagged for aggressive driving when he intentionally wrecked Freak’s Clint Bowyer.  Stewart had been pushed up the track and against the wall by Bowyer, and angrily waved his hand out the window as the cars separated.  He then swerved directly into the side of Bowyer’s car, sending it into a spin that would also collect Freak’s Carl Edward’s.  (Now looking back on this, Tony Stewart may have cost me the Championship with his on track antics)  Stewart took little blame for the accident with Bowyer, and instead ranted about the aggressiveness of today’s young drivers.  Speedracer’s Junior suffers his 2nd DNF in a row and his 3rd of the season.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy gets his 6th top-5.  Murph’s Elliot Sadler announces his move to Ray Evernham and his Jeremy Mayfield is without a ride.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 5th top-5.  Line-Pro’s Hardick gets his 8th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (10th week / 69 points), 2)Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Speedracer, 5) Freak, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 21 – INDY – 08/06/06 – “BIG RON’S JOHNSON FINALLY WINS BRICKYARD 400 – THREE-WAY WEEKEND TIE FOR FIRST” – Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson records 4th win of season.  Freak, Throttle Rocket and Line-Pro win the weekend with 5 points each.  Freak moves into 4th.  Slipchuck in 2nd (10 points out).  Line-Pro in 3rd (12 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader. If Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson wants to finally capture his first Nextel Cup championship, winning at Indianapolis Motor Speedway was a step in the right direction.  Johnson pulled off a gritty win at the Brickyard, battling back from an early tire problem to take the lead, only to see it evaporate when a late debris caution bunched up the field.  It dropped him from 1st to 8th and forced him to slice his way to the front in the final 14 laps.  But he did it with ease and pulled away for his forth major victory of the season.  Freak’s Clint Bowyer takes two tires and holds on for his 2nd top-5.  Big Ron’s Bobby Labonte and Michael Waltrip would both DNF.  Murph’s Mark Martin finally gets his 4th top-5.  Cousin Todd’s team is struggling and he is leaving the door open to be challenged in the upcoming critical weeks.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth gets his 10th top-5.  Line Pro’s Kasey Kahne took a hard hit in the wall on the last lap and drops four spots and out of the Chase, but Hardick gets his 9th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (11th week / 71 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Freak, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 22 – THE GLEN – 08/13/06 – “LINE-PRO’S PERSISTENT HARVICK ENDS STEWART’S STREAK AT THE GLEN – SLIPCHUCK AND LINE-PRO CLOSE IN ON COUSIN TODD” – Line-Pro’s Harvick holds off Smokeless at the end, but Speedracer wins the weekend and regains 4th.  Freak and Speedracer break the 50 point barrier.  Slipchuck in 2nd (5 points out).  Line-Pro in 3rd (6 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  With a lot of skill and loads of luck, Line-Pro’s Kevin Harvick stole a road race at Watkins Glen International that seemed to be Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch’s from the start.  Harvick, who moved into contention when Busch was penalized for pitting too soon midway through the 90-lap race, passed Speedracer’s Tony Stewart with three laps to go and won the caution-plagued AMD at the Glen.  It was Harvick’s first road win and his second victory of the year driving for resurgent Richard Childress Racing.  Freak’s “Young Guns” are the only Team to not have negative numbers.  Speedracer’s Smokeless gets his 9th top-5 and Robby Gordon would get his first.  Slipchuck’s Jamie McMurray would finally get his 3rd top-5.  Murph’s Elliot Sadler announces he will be driving the #19 car and Jeremy Mayfield would start his DNQ streak.  Cousin Todd’s Biff would finish a lap down and may have faded from Chase contention.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 3rd Pole.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (12th week / 70 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Speedracer, 5) Freak, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 23 – MICHIGAN – 08/20/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S KENSETH KEEPS GORDON AT BAY FOR 3RD WIN OF ’06 – SLIPCHUCK AND LINE-PRO SWITCH PLACES AGAIN” – Throttle Rocket’s Matt “The Brat” Kenseth gets nine points for the 3rd time this year.  Speedracer regains 4th with three top-10’s (14 points out).  Line-Pro in 2nd (6 points out).  Slipchuck in 3rd (11 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Positions 1 thru 6 are up for grabs.  It’s close this year.  With Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon closing in and the checkered flag in sight at Michigan International Speedway, Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth was thinking about three races he could have won and didn’t.  “What I thought of was Vegas, Bristol and Chicago because we were in a position to win all three of them and I got run into twice and passed once,” said Kenseth, who held on for his third Cup win of the season and the 13th of his career.  Kenseth easily kept four-time NASCAR champion Gordon at bay in the final laps of the GFS Marketplace 400 by conscientiously taking care of his tires after his final pit stop.  And although Gordon appeared to have a faster car at the end this time, he ran out of time and finished 10 car-lengths behind Kenseth’s No. 17 Roush racing Ford.  Speedracer’s Smokeless works his way up for his 10th top-5.  Smokeless has yet to apologize to Bowyer and Edwards.  Top-10’s from Speedracer’s Junior and Reed Sorenson.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton DNF’s for the first time this season.  Murph’s Elliot Sadler gets his 5th top-10 of the season and the 1st in the No. 19 Evernham ride.  Mark gets his 5th top-5.  Cousin Todd falters again and is letting the pack catch up.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch would have the worst car of his career under him.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne is back in business and gets his 7th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (13th week / 71 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Speedracer, 5) Freak, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 24 – BRISTOL – 08/26/06 – “THROTTLE ROCKET’S KENSETH WINS TWO IN A ROW AND CLINCHES CHASE SPOT WITH BRISTOL VICTORY – SLIPCHUCK AND LINE-PRO SWITCH PLACES AGAIN” – Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth gets his 4th win of the season and second in a row and moves T.R. into 5th (23 points out).  Slipchuck regains 2nd (10 points out).  Line-Pro drops to 3rd (11 points out).  Freak falling like a rock to 6th (24 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth continued his momentum-building run toward the Chase, pulling off a weekend sweep at Bristol Motor Speedway by winning the Sharpie 500.  His 4th win of the season clinched him a spot in NASCAR’s 10-race playoff format.  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart got hot midway through the summer last year and streaked to his second Nextel Cup title.  Now Kenseth, winner of three consecutive NASCAR races, hopes to do the same.  Kenseth passed leader Speedracer’s Dale Earnhardt, Jr. with a little more than 50 laps to go, running him down and sliding past when Earnhardt appeared to slow coming out of the fourth turn.  There was no looking back from there for Kenseth, the 2003 series champion.  The Mid-Atlantic NASCAR Points Challenge Teams met at Slipchuck and Charlie’s house to watch the Bristol race.  Thanks again Slipchuck.  Speedracer’s Junior gets his 7th top-5.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy looked good and battles Scott Riggs for his 9th top-5.  Cousin Todd pulls into a big lead again with top-5’s from Kyle (8) and Scott Riggs (1).  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (14th week / 76 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Speedracer, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Freak, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 25 – CALIFORNIA – 09/03/06 – “LINE-PRO’S KAHNE WINS AT CALIFORNIA AND INCHES CLOSER TO THE CHASE – TEAM FREAK WINS THE WEEKEND AND REGAINS 4TH – SLIPCHUCK AND LINE-PRO SWITCH PLACES YET AGAIN”- Line Pro’s Kasey Kahne overcame a speeding penalty and later made a two-tire pit stop for his 5th win.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth takes over the Points lead from Big Ron’s Johnson.  Line-Pro regains 2nd (5 points out).  Slipchuck drops to 3rd (6 points out).  They are both putting pressure on Cousin Todd, who remains the Leader.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne knew exactly what he needed to do in the race at California Speedway.  “I came here telling myself, “You’ve got to win.  You’ve got to win.  You have to go out there and lead laps,“ Kahne said.  The 26-year-old Cup star managed both in the Sony HD 500, earning his series-leading fifth win of the season and closing in on a spot in the Chase with one race remaining.  Not even a penalty for speeding on pit road halfway through the 250-lap race could stop Kahne, who fell back briefly to 24th.  His No. 9 Evernham Motorsports Dodge stuck with the leaders and, thanks to a two-tire pit stop on Lap 176 that got him up to second, Kahne was in position to drive past Speedracer’s Junior.  Kahne out-dueled new teammate Murph’s Elliot Sadler to regain the top spot on Lap 197.  Speedracer’s Reed Sorenson looked like he might pull off the win, but ran out of gas.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy gets his 10th top-5.  Throttle Rocket’s Kurt Busch gets his 3rd Pole and 2nd in a row.  Matt Kenseth takes over the Nextel Points lead.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne needed, and got, maximum points (9) for the race.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (15th week / 77 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Freak, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 26 – RICHMOND – 09/09/06 – “LINE-PRO’S HARVICK BEGINS TITLE QUEST BY WINNING AT RICHMOND- SMOKELESS IS CHASELESS” – Line-Pro’s Harvick makes a 3-wide pass on Cousin Todd’s Kyle with one lap to go for the win.  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart is out of the Chase, but took it like a man and was surprisingly cordial in the post-race interview.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth retains the Lead going into the Chase.  Line-Pro remains 2nd (4 points out).  Slipchuck remains 3rd (15 points out).  Cousin Todd remains the Leader.  Line-Pro’s Kevin Harvick rocked – in Victory Lane.  Speedreacer’s Tony Stewart – rolled right out of the Chase.  Harvick completed a weekend sweep at Richmond with a victory in the Chevy Rock & Roll 400 – the race that set the field for the 10-race Chase for the Nextel Cup.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne, who came into the race 11th in the standings, benefited from Stewart’s downfall to claim the final Chase position.  Kahne finished third – behind Harvick and Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch – to get NASCAR’s leading winner into the Chase.  Harvick is suddenly the dark horse of this title pursuit.  Needing only to finish 40th or better to make the Chase, he could have been conservative at Richmond.  But that’s not his style, and he ran for the win instead of the points.  Murph has a lot to be proud of having Mark Martin do what he needed to do and get his 6th top-5.  Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch would lead the most laps for the 2nd time and gets his 9th top-5.  Line-Pro’s Kasey needed, and got a good finish to enter the Chase and gets his 9th top-5.  Cousin Todd remains the LEADER (16th week / 85 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Freak, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 27 – NEW HAMPSHIRE – 09/17/06 – “LINE-PRO’S HARVICK CRUISES & TAKES POINTS LEAD AT LOUDON – NEWS FLASH –AFTER 16 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS, COUSIN TODD KNOCKED FROM THE LEAD” – Line-Pro’s Hardick makes two in a row after dominating at New Hampshire and takes over the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge lead.  Line-Pro becomes the Leader.  Cousin Todd’s team is failing him and he falls to 2nd (7 points out).  Slipchuck remains 3rd (16 points out).  Line-Pro’s Kevin Harvick turned New Hampshire International Speedway into his personal playground, dominating the race to take the early lead in NASCAR’s Chase for the Nextel Cup.  Harvick, who started from the pole and paced almost every practice session, led 196 of 300 laps to run away with the first round of the 10-race Chase.  He moved to the top of the points standings for the first time in his career, and holds a 35-point lead over Freak’s rookie, Denny Hamlin, who finished 4th and gets his 5th top-5 and Brian Vickers gets his 4th.  Big Ron’s Johnson would hit the wall early and falls a lap down.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon had a good car all day and gets his 11th top-5.  Line-Pro’s Hardick is red hot and gets the 10 maximum weekend points with his 1st pole and his 4th win of the season and his second in a row.  Line-Pro takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 90 points), 2) Cousin Todd, 3) Slipchuck, 4) Freak, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 28 – DOVER – 09-24-06 – “SLIPCHUCK’S BURTON FINDS WAY BACK TO VICTORY LANE AT DOVER AND VAULTS HER INTO THE LEAD – SMOKELESS TAKES KAHNE OUT OF THE CHASE – BUSCH AND HARDICK FALTER – THREE TEAMS HAVE 2 DNF’S EACH” – The Points shuffle heats up as Slipchuck’s win from Jeff Burton and top-5 from Jeff Gordon gives her command of the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge Lead.  Line-Pro and Cousin Todd let everyone else back into the Points hunt.  Line-Pro had DNF’s from Kasey Kahne and Kevin Harvick and falls to 2nd (2 points out).  Cousin Todd had DNF’s from Kyle Busch and Scott Riggs and falls to 3rd (5 points out).  Slipchuck and Line-Pro seem to be the favorites for the Championship.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton’s winless streak is over.  Burton finally led the lap that matters, finding his way back to Victory Lane at Dover International Speedway after a thrilling late battle with Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth.  The win parked Burton in the lead of NASCAR’s Chase for the championship and ended his 175-race winless streak.  Burton nipped at Kenseth’s bumper in the waning laps, ducked beneath him, pulled side-by-side and still kept falling just behind.  It wasn’t until six laps were left that Burton finally scooted by with the critical pass.  Freak’s Poster Boy Carl Edwards gets his 9th top-5.  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart did just what he was hoping he would never do.  He took out a contender for the Cup.  What rotten luck for both him and Kasey Kahne.  Big Ron’s One Eye Brow Boy would have another lackluster race.  Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon looks tough and gets his 1st Pole and his 12th top-5.  A lot of people are betting on Gordon for the Championship.  Despite other dismal results, Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle gets his 6th top-5.  Slipchuck takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 83 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Freak, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Speedracer, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 29 – KANSAS – 10/01/06 – “SPEEDRACER’S SMOKELESS CROSSES FINISH LINE ON FUMES FOR VICTORY AT KANSAS – TEAM COUSIN TODD RALLIES & WINS THE DAY – REGAINS THE POINTS LEAD – 10 POINT SPREAD 1ST TO 4TH “ – The Points shuffle gets even tighter as Cousin Todd rallies and wins the weekend with 6 points and regains command of the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge lead.  Slipchuck’s two top-5’s would be wiped out by 2 DNF’s as she loses a point and falls to 2nd (2 points out).  Line-Pro also loses a point and falls to 3rd (4 points out).  Freak gains 4 points and remains 4th (10 points out).  Speedracer’s Tony Stewart prefers winning races on raw speed, not fuel strategy.  At least he had enough time to savor the experience as he puttered across the finish line to win the Banquet 400.  “I got to see the checkered flag for a really long time for once,” said Stewart, who ran out of gas on the last lap, but had built up such a big lead that he was able to coast to victory.  After being eliminated from championship contention last month, Stewart and his crew were free to gamble on gas in the closing laps of the race at Kansas Speedway.  It paid off – but just barely.  Stewart’s tank ran dry on the last lap and he crawled across the finish line to win.  Freak’s Poster Boy Edwards, Denny Hamlin and Clint Bowyer all get top-10’s.  Big Ron’s Johnson just can’t seem to get his act together with Chad lately.  Jimmie would lead the most laps and looked like he might win the race, but not pitting after Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne spun on pit road would cost him.  Slipchuck’s Jeffy Boy looked pretty sad after the fuel pump stopped pumping and getting his 5th DNF.  But Slipchuck was saved once again by Jeff Burton’s 6th top-5 and old Dale Jarrett’s 1st top-5 of the year.  Murph’s Mark Martin would somehow get his 7th top-5.  Cousin Todd’s drivers rallied for him at Kansas.  Casey would get his 2nd top-5.  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth fought all day long with an ill handling car.  He would go a lap down for only the 4th time this year.  Line-Pro’s drivers would all finish a lap down.  Cousin Todd takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 84 points), 2) Slipchuck, 3) Line-Pro, 4) Freak, 5) Throttle Rocket, 6) Speedracer, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 30 – TALLADEGA – 10/08/06 – “FREAK’S VICKERS SPINS LEADERS TO STEAL TALLADEGA VICTORY – LINE-PRO REGAINS THE LEAD – THE YOUNG GUNS MOVE FREAK TO 3RD – 9 POINT SPREAD 1ST TO 4TH” – The Points shuffle gets unbelievably close as Freak’s Vickers gets his first career win in a wild finish.  Freak gets 6 points and moves to 3rd (6 points out).  Slipchuck gets 2 DNF’s for the second week, loses 5 points and falls to 4th (9 points out).  Cousin Todd’s DNF from “The Biff” hurt and is the main reason for his 2 point loss as he falls to 2nd (4 points out).  Line-Pro also gets 6 points and regains command of the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge lead.  Freak’s Brian Vickers isn’t allowed to attend Hendrick Motorsports team meetings.  Now he might not even be allowed in the building.  Vickers stole his first NEXTEL Cup victory by nudging teammate Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson into race leader Speedracer’s Dale Earnhardt, Jr., then skirting by the two spinning cars on the last lap at Talladega Superspeedway.  It robbed what looked to be a victory for Junior and a solid chance for Johnson to resurrect his fading Nextel Cup title hopes.  And it certainly spoiled what should have been a crowning moment for Vickers, who has just six races left in his Hendrick ride before his impending defection to a Toyota team.  “That’s racin’ at Talladega,” is what Speedracer’s Junior said.  Three of Speedracers drivers would lead a lap, but Reed Sorenson would DNF for the 3rd time in two weeks.  Big Ron’s Martin Truex, Jr. would fight for his 1st top-5 of the season.  Slipchuck’s day sucked!  All four drivers would lead a lap, but old Jeffy Boy would get his second DNF in a row and his 6th of the season and poor Jamie McMurray would do the same and get his 2nd in a row and 4th of the season.  Murph’s Mark Martin would not be involved in the Big One like he had predicted and gets his 13th top-10.  Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle would get his 4th DNF.  Throttle Rocket’s 7th top-5 from Kurt Busch and Matt Kenseth’s 14th would be offset by David Stremme’s 3rd DNF and J.J. Yeley’s 5th and second in a row.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne would get his 10th top-5 because of the mayhem up front.  Line-Pro takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 86 points), 2) Cousin Todd, 3) Freak, 4) Slipchuck, 5) Speedracer tie with Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 31 – CHARLOTTE – 10/14/06 – “LINE-PRO’S KAHNE BEATS JOHNSON AGAIN – SWEEPS LOWE’S – LINE-PRO WINS WEEKEND AND INCREASES THE LEAD – THE YOUNG GUNS MOVE FREAK TO 2ND – 25 POINT SPREAD 1ST TO 4TH” – The Points shuffle widens as Line-Pro’s Kahne earns maximum points and increases the lead in the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (94 points).  Freak gets 2 points from the “Poster Boy” Edwards and Bad Boy Vickers and moves to 2nd (12 points out).  Slipchuck gets 2 DNF’s from Gordon and McMurray for the third week in a row, loses 8 points and remains 4th (25 points out).  Cousin Todd gets a DNF from “The Biff” for the 2nd week in a row and falls to 3rd (14 points out).  Two things are abundantly clear at the midway point of the Chase:  Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton can’t do anything wrong and nothing Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne does is good enough.  Kahne did everything right , leading a race-high 134 laps en route to his sixth  win of the year and a season sweep at Lowe’s Motor Speedway.  But Burton overcame a pit-road miscue to finish third, and retain his hold on the championship standings.  Kahne, who finished first and second the past two weeks, is still stuck back in eighth place.  Way to go Number 7 – you took out Freak’s Denny Hamlin.  Edwards and Vickers get top-10’s.  Speedracer’s Junior would continue on his consistent streak of late and get his 9th top-5.  Reed Sorenson would DNF for the 3rd time in three weeks.  Big Ron’s Johnson would get his 1st top-5 since the Chase began and Bobby Labonte gets his 2nd of the season.  Slipchuck’s day sucked for the second week in a row!  Poor old Jeffy Boy would get his third DNF in a row and his 5th of the season and McMurray would do the same and get his 3rd in a row and his 5th of the season.  Murph’s Mark Martin’s Championship hopes would be dashed when Throttle Rocket’s J.J. Yeley would cut Mark off and send him careening into the outside wall.  Mark thought he would get in a wreck at Talladega, not Charlotte.  Cousin Todd’s Biffle would get his 5th DNF and his second in a row.  Line-Pro’s Hardick is fading and Ryan Newman has already faded a long time ago.  Line-Pro remains the LEADER (2nd week / 94 points), 2) Freak, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Slipchuck, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 32 – MARTINSVILLE – 10/22/06 – “BIG RON’S JOHNSON WINS RACE AND WEEKEND – BURTON’S LUCK ENDS – CHASE IS CLOSE – LINE-PRO INCREASES LEAD – 27 POINT SPREAD 1ST TO 4TH” – Big Ron’s Johnson wins his first race since Indy in August and returns to the Chase hunt.  The Points shuffle widens a little larger as Line-Pro earns 2 points and increases the lead in the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (96 points).  Denny Hamlin tries for the win and gets another top-5 as Freak earns 4 points and remains 2nd, but closes the gap (10 points out).  Cousin Todd loses a point and remains 3rd (17 points out).  Slipchuck gets her weekly DNF dose from Jeff Burton as she breaks even and remains 4th (27 points out).  Trouble for the points leader and good runs for many of his closest pursuers left the Chase wide open, setting up what is likely to be a wild four-race battle for the title.  Big Ron’s Johnson took the lead from Bobby Labonte with 55 laps to go and held it through several restarts to win the crash-filled Subway 500 at Martinsville Speedway, while 2003 champion, Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth replaced Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton atop the standings.  Big Ron’s Johnson moved from seventh to third in the standings with four races left, and appears to be the driver with the most momentum heading into the final month.  Kenseth assumed the points lead when Burton pulled his car into the garage after just 217 laps because of engine trouble, and everyone else took advantage.  Big Ron’s Johnson made the biggest move in the standings after starting the race 146 points back.  He quickly worked his way forward after being 10th on a restart with 94 laps to go, passed Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon for second with about 70 to go and put Bobby Labonte in his rearview mirror on the 446th of 500 laps.  From there, he made it look easy.  Even with Freak’s Denny Hamlin down a cylinder, he stays cool on the track and remained in the hunt to get his 6th top-5.  Big Ron’s Bobby Labonte would earn his 4th top-10 in the past five races and gets his 8th top-5.  Slipchuck’s day sucked for the third week in a row even though Jeffy Boy would get his 13th top-5.  Line-Pro remains the LEADER (3rd week / 96 points), 2) Freak, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Slipchuck, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 33 – ATLANTA – 10/29/06 – “SPEEDRACER GETS 13 AND MAKES A MOVE ON 4TH AS STEWART REELS IN BASS PRO SHOPS 500 – JOHNSON GAINS GROUND – KAHNE FALTERS, BUT LINE-PRO REMAINS THE LEADER” – Speedracer’s win from Smokeless, top-5 from Junior and top-10 from Robby would take the weekend and move Burnie 4 points shy of 4th place.  The Points race tightens as Line-Pro loses 3 points and narrows his lead in the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (93 points).  Carl and Denny’s top-10’s for Freak just gets one point, but he remains 2nd and closes the gap (6 points out).  Cousin Todd’s “The Biff” gets a top-5, but breaks even with zero points as he remains 3rd (14 points out).  Slipchuck would also come up with a goose egg and remains 4th (24 points out).  At this point, Speedracer’s Tony Stewart is racing only for pride and wins at Atlanta Motor Speedway  He stole the spotlight from the title contenders with a victory that clearly made him proud.  Stewart, who failed to qualify for the 10- race Chase for the Nextel Cup after winning his second Nextel Cup title last season, held off Big Ron’s Johnson for his fourth victory of the season and second in the first seven races of the 2006 playoffs.  The runner-up finish was just fine with Johnson, though, as he moved within 26 points of series leader Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth with three races remaining.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin comes from a lap down with a 2-tire stop to get his 17th top-10 and Carl would take two tires and get his 18th.  Speedracer’s Junior would reminisce about the old Busch days racing door to door with his good buddy, Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth as he gets his 10th top-5.  Speedracer’s Smokeless is Smoke again as he gets his 4th win.  Big Ron’s Johnson gets his 11th top-5 and 3rd in row.  Murph’s Mark Martin didn’t have to say again this week that, “it’s just not meant to be” after he was just in the wrong spot at the wrong time and once again gets caught up in a wreck.  Line-Pro remains the LEADER (4th week / 93 points), 2) Freak, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Slipchuck, 5) Speedracer, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 34 – TEXAS – 11/05/06 – “SPEEDRACER GOES BACK TO BACK AS STEWART WINS TEXAS – JOHNSON TAKES CHASE LEAD – KAHNE DNF’S FOR 2ND WEEK IN A ROW – FREAK’S “YOUNG GUNS” TAKE THE LEAD” – Speedracer’s 2nd win in a row from Smokeless and a top-10 from Junior would make two big weeks as Burnie gets 6 points and takes over 4th (22 points out).  Freak holds his breath for five straight hours – gets 6 points and becomes the Leader in the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (93 points).  Line-Pro loses 2 points as Kasey Kahne falters again and drops Shannon to 2nd (2 points out).  Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch gets a top-5, but DNF’s from Riggs and Biffle cost 3 points as Todd remains 3rd (17 points out).  While the tense battles of NASCAR’s Chase for the championship rage on, Speedracer’s Tony Stewart is driving in a world of his own.  Having fun and driving for wins and not a championship – Stewart overpowered the field at Texas Motor Speedway, and he made this one look almost too easy.  Smokesless led 278 of 339 laps, including the five extra laps because of a late caution, and often was so far ahead that he appeared to be all by himself on the track.  Most of the action was well behind him, where Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson quietly grabbed away the point lead from Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth by 17 points with a second-place finish.  Stewart easily raced away to his second straight victory and third in eight Chase races run so far this year.  Freak’s Clint Bowyer looked like he might be the winner, but instead hangs in for his solid 4th top-5 of the season.  Big Ron’s Johnson gets his 12th top-5 and his 4th in a row and is looking like the future Nextel Cup Champion.  Slipchuck has more weekly bad news.  She has gone five races in a row with goose eggs or negative points.  Jeff Burton has gone from 1st to 7th in three races.  Line-Pro’s Kasey Kahne gets his 2nd DNF in a row from the car that he had won his six previous races of the season in.  Freak takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 93 points), 2) Line-Pro, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Speedracer, 5) Slipchuck, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 35 – PHOENIX 11/12/06 – LINE-PRO’S HARVICK WINS AT PHOENIX – JOHNSON AND LINE-PRO POISED FOR CHAMPIONSHIPS – FREAK’S POSTER BOY DNF’S FREAK’S BOWYER” – Rookie Team Line-Pro gets closer to a Championship with his dominating performance from Kevin Hardick and a win in the desert of Phoenix.  Line-Pro gains 10 and breaks the 100 point barrier and returns as the Leader in the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (101 points).  Freak’s Poster Boy Carl Edwards misses a shift on the next-to-last restart and bunches up the field causing Clint Bowyer to rear-end teammate Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton and post a DNF which probably eliminated any chances of Freak repeating as Champion.  Freak gains 2 points, but drops to 2nd (6 points out).  Cousin Todd loses 2 points and remains 3rd (27 points out).  Speedracer loses a point and remains 4th (31 points out).  All the experts are predicting Big Ron’s Johnson as the 2006 Nextel Cup Champion.  After winning the Checker 500, Line-Pro’s Kevin Harvick offered some advice to runner-up Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson about how Johnson should approach next weekend’s Nextel Cup season finale at Homestead-Miami Speedway.  “If it were me,” Harvick deadpanned, “I would stay away from everybody and just run 43rd.”   What’s more likely to happen, however, is exactly what happened at Phoenix International Raceway where Johnson got precisely what he needed despite his inability to deny Harvick a fifth victory of the season.  “We did what we needed to do and now we just need to go to Homestead and do it one more time,” said Johnson, whose second-place finish sent him from the Arizona desert to South Florida with a 63-point lead over Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth and a firm upper hand in this year’s Nextel Cup title.  Freak’s Carl Edwards had a horrendous restart and then Slipchuck’s Jeff Gordon got into him.  The accordion effect put Clint into Jeff Burton.  Even though it was only my 2nd DNF of the Chase, my Championship drive ended with Clint’s 4th DNF of the season.  Speedracer’s Fat Tony cemented his lock on 11th place and the $1 million bonus.  Slipchuck gets her weekly DNF results from poor Jamie McMurray (his 6th) and unlucky Dale Jarrett (his 5th).  Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth has basically conceded the Championship and you could see the worry in Robbie Reiser’s face on the pit box.  Line-Pro is the first team to top the 100 point barrier.  In his rookie season, Shannon looks like the odds on favorite to win the Mid-Atlantic NASCAR Points Challenge Championship.  Line-Pro takes over as the LEADER (1st week / 101 points), 2) Freak, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Speedracer, 5) Slipchuck, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
(  RACE NO. 36 – HOMESTEAD 11/19/06 – “BIG RON’S JOHSNON GRABS 1ST CUP – COUSIN TODD’S BIFFLE WINS AT HOMESTEAD – LINE-PRO CROWNED CHAMPION” – Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson finally does it as he wins his 1st Nextel Cup Championship.  Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle puts together a late season win that he needed heading into 2007.  Rookie Team Line-Pro goes for the trophy with strong top-5’s from Kahne and Hardick in Miami.  Line-Pro gains 9 and finishes with an additional 10 bonus points and is the Official Champion of the Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (120 points).  Freak has a good showing with a top-5 from Denny and top-10’s from Carl Edwards and Clint Bowyer.  Freak gains 4 points and finishes with an additional 8 bonus points and closes the season in 2nd (13 points out).  Cousin Todd gains 5 points and finishes with an additional bonus point and closes the season in 3rd (40 points out).  Speedracer’s Junior Boy gets another top-10, but he loses 3 points and finishes with an additional 6 bonus points and closes the season in 4th (47 points out).  Hard though he tried, Big Ron’s Jimmie Johnson just couldn’t give another Nextel Cup Championship away.  Johnson completed his dream season by cruising over every speedbump in his path, overcoming debris in his grill, a missing roll of tape, a loose lug nut, treacherous traffic and his own nerves to finally win the NASCAR Championship that had taunted him the past two years.  On Sunday, the little things that used to sink him turned out to be nothing more than mere annoyances.  Johnson, the perpetual points leader for the past three regular seasons who always found a way to collapse in the Chase finally put it all together, wrapping up his title with a ninth-place finish at Homestead-Miami Speedway.  He finished with a 56 point lead over Throttle Rocket’s Matt Kenseth.  Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle won the Ford 400 for the third consecutive season beating rookies Big Ron’s Martin Truex, Jr. and Freak’s Denny Hamlin to the finish line.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin said he just wanted to finish the year ahead of Line-Pro’s Hardick and he did as he gets his 9th top-5 of the season.  Speedracer ended the season on a sour note with Robby’s 9th DNF which was league leading.  Slipchuck ended the season in hopes that 2007 will be better.  Another dismal weekend with three drivers finishing a lap down and Jamie McMurray DNF’ing for the 7th time this year and his 5th in eight races.  Throttle Rocket’ s Matt Kenseth had his best year ever even though he did not win the Championship.  The late season slump cost them.  Line-Pro told me in the beginning of the season that he just didn’t want to finish last.  He finished as far away from last as you can get.  His team put the hammer down at Homestead and he came out of the race as the Mid-Atlantic NASCAR Points Challenge Champion.  Congratulations Line-Pro on your winning 2006 season.  Line-Pro finishes as the Leader (2nd week in a row, 7th week of the season – not until after the 1st race of the Chase in New Hampshire did Line-Pro ever have the Lead – 110 points), 2) Freak, 3) Cousin Todd, 4) Speedracer, 5) Slipchuck, 6) Throttle Rocket, 7) Big Ron, 8) Murph.
Happy Holiday’s everyone and we’ll see you at the Draft in January.
Sincerely,

Commissioner Fisher
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