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2005 SEASON RECAP

2005 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR
POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION

Blair “FREAK” Fisher
2nd Season

1st Championship

179 TOTAL POINTS

TEAM DRIVERS
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Matt Kenseth, #17 Ford              Ryan Newman, #12 Dodge

Tony Stewart, #20 Chevy             Dave Blaney, #07 Chevy             Dale Jarrett, #88 Ford
2005 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR - POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL TEAM RESULTS
	PLACE
	TEAM
	TOTAL PTS (TEAM AVERAGE)
	PTS

BACK
	HIGH /

WEEKS
	LOW /

WEEKS
	POLES
	WINS
	TOP

5
	TOP 10
	LED A

RACE/LDR 
	DNQ 
	LAP

DWN /

DNF

	1st 
	“Freak” Fisher
	179 (35.8)
	Leader
	1st / 18
	4th / 8
	14
	8
	41
	67
	62/14
	0
	60/12

	2nd 
	“C. Todd” Lyndaker
	132 (26.4)
	47
	1st / 15
	4th / 2
	3
	12
	40
	69
	69/11
	0
	71/26

	3rd 
	“Murph” Murphy
	89 (17.8)
	90
	1st / 3
	5th / 1
	6
	5
	28
	54
	47/3
	1
	53/13

	4th 
	“Slipchuck” Wolfers.
	44 (8.8)
	135
	2nd / 6
	5th / 2
	3
	4
	31
	63
	44/3
	0
	68/26

	5th  
	“Speedracer” Cochran
	27 (5.4)
	152
	1st / 2
	5th / 32
	2
	4
	19
	47
	41/1
	0
	74/13

	6th 
	“Big Ron” Fritz
	-40 (-8.0)
	219
	2nd / 1
	6th / 35
	4
	4
	16
	35
	46/4
	7
	76/28


2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION – Cynthia “Leadfoot” Keuper (* 10-Driver Roster / 2 NASCAR Points Challenge Teams)

	1st
	“Leadfoot” Keuper
	264 (26.4)
	Leader
	1st / 27
	2nd / 9
	20
	16
	80
	153
	120/13
	11
	148/44


2005 MID-ATLANTIC NASCAR - POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL DRIVER RESULTS
	RANK
	DRIVER
	TEAM
	PTS
	PTS

BACK
	NEXTEL RANK
	STARTS
	POLES

*
	WINS
	TOP

5
	TOP 10
	LED A

RACE / LDR 
	LAP

DWN.
	DNQ
	DNF

	1
	T. Stewart
	Fisher
	107
	Leader
	1
	36
	3
	5
	17
	25
	19/11
	8
	0
	1

	2
	G. Biffle
	Lyndaker
	93
	14
	2
	36
	0
	6
	15
	21
	27/4
	8
	0
	1

	3
	C. Edwards
	Murphy
	59
	48
	3
	36
	2
	4
	13
	18
	12/1
	10
	0
	1

	3
	J. Johnson
	Wolfers.
	59
	48
	5
	36
	1
	4
	13
	22
	17/2
	8
	0
	5

	5
	Kurt Busch
	Lyndaker
	52
	55
	10
	36
	0
	3
	9
	18
	17/5
	11
	0
	3

	6
	M. Martin
	Murphy
	51
	56
	4
	36
	0
	1
	13
	19
	14/1
	7
	0
	2

	7
	R. Newman
	Fisher
	46
	61
	6
	36
	8
	1
	8
	16
	19/0
	7
	0
	3

	8
	M. Kenseth
	Fisher
	45
	62
	7
	36
	2
	1
	12
	17
	17/3
	12
	0
	4

	9
	R. Wallace
	Wolfers.
	35
	72
	8
	36
	0
	0
	8
	18
	7/11
	8
	0
	0

	10
	J. Gordon
	Fritz
	24
	83
	11
	36
	2
	4
	8
	14
	15/1
	14
	0
	8

	11
	K. Harvick
	Cochran
	21
	86
	14
	36
	2
	1
	3
	10
	12/0
	12
	0
	0

	12
	J. Mayfield
	Cochran
	18
	89
	9
	36
	0
	1
	4
	9
	12/0
	10
	0
	1

	13
	E. Sadler
	Murphy
	14
	93
	13
	36
	4
	0
	1
	12
	13/1
	12
	0
	2

	14
	B. Vickers
	Fritz
	12
	95
	17
	36
	1
	0
	5
	10
	10/2
	13
	0
	3

	15
	Kyle Busch
	Lyndaker
	9
	98
	20
	36
	1
	2
	9
	13
	10/1
	17
	0
	8

	16
	J. Nemechek
	Fritz
	8
	99
	16
	36
	1
	0
	2
	9
	11/1
	13
	0
	2

	17
	Earnhardt, Jr.
	Cochran
	4
	103
	19
	36
	0
	1
	7
	13
	7/1
	17
	0
	6

	18
	D. Jarrett
	Fisher
	3
	104
	15
	36
	1
	1
	4
	7
	3/0
	12
	0
	2

	19
	J. McMurray
	Wolfers.
	-1
	108
	12
	36
	1
	0
	4
	9
	2/0
	12
	0
	3

	20
	C. Mears
	Cochran
	-7
	114
	22
	36
	0
	0
	2
	9
	8/0
	21
	0
	3

	21
	J. Burton
	Cochran
	-9
	116
	18
	36
	0
	0
	3
	6
	2/0
	14
	0
	3

	22
	K. Kahne
	Lyndaker
	-10
	117
	23
	36
	2
	1
	5
	8
	10/1
	18
	0
	9

	23
	R. Rudd
	Lyndaker
	-12
	119
	21
	36
	0
	0
	2
	9
	5/0
	17
	0
	5

	24
	D. Blaney
	Fisher
	-22
	129
	26
	36
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4/0
	21
	0
	2

	24
	M. Waltrip
	Wolfers.
	-22
	129
	25
	36
	1
	0
	2
	7
	14/0
	21
	0
	9

	26
	S. Marlin
	Murphy
	-26
	133
	30
	36
	0
	0
	1
	5
	8/0
	20
	0
	7

	27
	B. Labonte
	Wolfers.
	-27
	134
	24
	36
	0
	0
	4
	7
	4/0
	19
	0
	9

	28
	R. Gordon
	Fritz
	-61
	168
	37
	30
	0
	0
	1
	2
	8/0
	23
	6
	12

	29
	J. Leffler
	Fritz
	-23
	130
	38
	19
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2/0
	13
	1
	3

	30
	J. Andretti
	Murphy
	-9
	116
	55
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0/0
	4
	1
	1


2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVER – Jeff Gordon

	1
	J. Gordon
	Keuper
	96
	Leader
	3
	36
	6
	5
	16
	25
	23 / 6
	7
	1
	4


                                                                             *1 Pole from Scott Riggs and Denny Hamlin and two Qualifying rain-outs
(  The 2005 NASCAR Nextel Cup season started with four-time champion Jeff Gordon winning the Daytona 500 and ended with it’s newest multi-champion, Tony Stewart, climbing the fence with fireworks blasting in the night air at Homestead-Miami speedway.  While there couldn’t have been a much more dramatic race finish with Roush Racing teammates Greg Biffle and Mark Martin battling side-by-side, there was far less drama to decide the champion as in the inaugural Chase last year when it was decided on the last lap.  The 2005 season also was a year marked by the emergence of the sport’s newest star, back-flipping Carl Edwards, and by the struggles of the favorite son, Dale Earnhardt Jr.  Edwards, in just his first full season, surprised most everyone with four victories and a third-place championship finish.  The season began as a farewell tour to two great veterans, Rusty Wallace and Mark Martin, and ended with goodbyes to two great veterans, Wallace and Ricky Rudd.  Martin, out of loyalty to his longtime owner Jack Roush, will be back for one more season – going after his elusive championship.  It was also a year when Stewart became Mr. Calm and Composed while 2004 Nextel Cup champion, Kurt Busch, watched his reign end far from Homestead while serving his team suspension for his belligerent behavior and reckless driving citation in Arizona.  And now for the highlights.
(  RACE NO. 1 – DAYTONA - Team Speedracer’s number one pick, Junior, was mid-pack all day long until the end.  Little “E” came out of nowhere to take the lead with ten laps to go, but he did not have his teammate Mikey in tow and was hung out to dry.  Gordon held back and took a run on Tony to the outside and all alone, stayed neck and neck with Tony.  Jimmie Johnson did not follow Gordon to the outside lane.  And with the Green, White Checker, Jeffy could not be caught and won his 3rd Daytona 500.
(  RACE NO. 2 – CALIFORNIA - Roush Racing dominates at California yet again.  All five drivers were up front all day and four of them finished in the top ten.  The weekend started with the youngest front row in NASCAR history with Hendrick’s Kyle Busch and Brian Vickers, however, the Hendrick team would have serious engine problems.  Team Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle would hold true to his prediction and best it by one lap.  A lot of people were making a big deal about him saying that he would be leading the race in five laps after starting 5th.  Not only did he quiet the skeptics, but he shut them up when he took the lead in only four laps.  He was mid-pack for the middle of the race, but would dominate at the end and win his first race of the season.

(  RACE NO. 3 – LAS VEGAS - Roush racing lost their dominance of Las Vegas to Team Hendrick.  Team Slipchuck’s Jimmie Johnson would win the race for his ninth straight finish of 6th or better including five wins and two seconds.  Hometown hero Kyle Busch finished second and the third top five Hendrick car was piloted by Jeffy Gordon.  Cousin Todd would take over the points lead with his brotherly contingent of Kyle and Kurt Busch finishing second and third.

(  RACE NO. 4 – ATLANTA - Not since Ricky Craven and Kurt Busch battled at Darlington have I seen such a smoking finish.  I was standing up and cheering for Team Murph.  “Go Carl, Go Man!  Don’t let Jimmie Johnson win another one!”  And I was not to be disappointed.  Carl and Jimmie were both on the very edge.  Carl’s left rear tire was all but shot and ready to go down.  He drove with the “No Fear” determination that youth can bring.  He was even sideways once and snapped his 99 Ford straight and came out of Turn Four like a rocket and had sucked up to Johnson’s tail with one lap to go.  Carl had closed in for the kill.  What a kid!  I love him!  And out of Turn 4 again they came.  And Carl was high and Jimmie low and they were flat out.  And Jimmie tried to block Carl, but couldn’t and actually lost a little.  And Carl would come down and rub and bang with Jimmie and even wear off the Goodyear lettering as they smoked for the finish.  And that is all Carl needed to win by a nose.  Unreal!  I loved it!  I went nuts.  So very cool!  What a kid!  Carl would not get style points for his back flip, but he was a tired kid after 500 miles.  He was the first driver to sweep both the Busch and Cup races at Atlanta.  THE REAL DEAL, INDEED!
(  RACE NO. 5 – BRISTOL - Congratulations Team Cochran.  Kevin Harvick overcame controversy and penalties and won his first race since the Brickyard in 2003.  Richard Childress, himself, sat on the box and took over for Kevin’s suspended Crew Chief.  And it was nice to see Junior run well again and finish in the top five.  Maybe his slump is finally over.  He has now moved to eighth in the point’s standings.  Team Cochran’s day would have been better had not Jeff Burton got punted by Jimmie Johnson and wound up taking out Kurt Busch in a nasty head-on collision.  There would be two big wrecks today and collect many of the favorites.
(  RACE NO. 6 – MARTINSVILLE - Alright Team Big Ron!  You have won your first points weekend of the season.  Jeffy did a wonderful job of earning two of his laps back and receiving the benefit of the Lucky Dog Pass to put him on the lead lap and work his way to the front for the win.  So now that Team Big Ron knows what winning is like, expect to see better weekends ahead from him.

(  RACE NO. 7 – TEXAS – Team Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle took a little while to overcome the mental and physical discomfort from a crash in practice at Texas Motor Speedway.  It took hardly any time at all for him to make the rest of the field feel bad in Sunday’s Samsung/Radio Shack 500.  After charging from the rear of the 43 car field in a backup car, the Roush Racing driver was overpowering Sunday, leading 219 of the 334 laps to grab his second victory of the season and the fifth of his career.

(  RACE NO. 8 – PHOENIX – Team Cousin Todd would have his second win in as many weeks when Kurt Busch rallied under a full moon in the desert.  Busch knew he had the best car Saturday night, but he had to keep coming from behind to prove it.  Busch was able to forget all about being stiff and sore as he raced to his first victory of the season.  The defending NASCAR Nextel Cup champion led 219 of 312 laps on the mile oval, emphatically putting behind him a streak of bad luck that included crashes at four consecutive events.
(  RACE NO. 9 – TALLADEGA – Team Big Ron would collect five points for the day as Jeffy proved again that he is the king of restrictor-plate racing.  Gordon fought off challenger after challenger Sunday and had to go to overtime to win the Aaron’s 499 Nextel Cup race at Talladega Superspeedway.  It was Gordon’s fourth victory in the last five races at Talladega and Daytona.  The four-time Cup Champion led a dominating 139 of 194 laps at the 2.66 mile oval.  He would only occasionally fall from the lead and when he did, he just put the power down in his #24 Dupont Chevy and cruised to the front.  Sunday also saw the second biggest pile up in Talladega history.  “The Big One” happened on lap 133 as Junior nudged the rear of Mike Wallace’s car as they headed towards turn one.
(  RACE NO. 10 – DARLINGTON – Team Cousin Todd is hot and so is Greg Biffle as he wins his third race of the young season.  Biffle’s chances of winning a race he dominated appeared gone after his Roush Racing team made some late-race changes.  But a timely spin by Mark Martin and four fresh tires were all Greg needed to win Saturday night’s Nextel Cup race at Darlington in overtime.  Biffle, who led 176 of 370 laps on the treacherous 1.366 mile egg-shaped oval, fell behind on a late pit stop, but got another chance when Martin spun, bringing out the 12th caution flag just five laps from the scheduled finish.  Ryan Newman, who had taken charge late in the race, chose to stay on the track while Biffle and several other contenders pitted for tires.  When the green flag waved for a two-lap shoot-out, Biffle, taking advantage of those fresh tires, charged from fourth.  He passed Carl Edwards, Kenny Shrader and, finally, Newman before taking the white flag for the last lap.
(  RACE NO. 11 – RICHMOND – Team Cousin Todd scored the most points of the season with fifteen in what would be another big day for his team.  Kasey Kahne raced to his first victory on NASCAR’s premiere series Saturday night, putting the domination of Roush Racing and Hendrick Motorsports to rest – at least for a night.  While points leader Jimmie Johnson and Hendrick teammate Jeff Gordon had miserable nights and Roush’s Kurt Busch struggled, Kahne finally finished a race that he had started with one of the strongest cars.  Kahne, a six-time pole-sitter and six-time runner-up in his career, just beat Tony Stewart off pit road after all the leaders pitted under caution with about 67 laps to go.  The Evernham Motorsports driver gradually pulled away from Stewart on a restart with 61 laps remaining, and then again three more times.  The last came with seven laps to go, and when Kahne got clear of Stewart after a one-lap battle, he left Stewart to battle Ryan Newman for second and won by 1.67 seconds in just his 47th career Nextel Cup race.
(  RACE NO. 12 – CHARLOTTE – Team Slipchuck’s Jimmie Johnson and Bobby Labonte finished one and two this week.  Johnson slid past Labonte in the final turn to win the Coca-Cola 600 for the third consecutive year Sunday night.  Johnson would not even have the best car of his teammates.  But anything was possible in this race, NASCAR’s longest of the year.  It turned into a Demolition Derby with a series-record 22 cautions.  The numerous wrecks ranged from isolated spins to downright bizarre.
(  RACE NO. 13 – DOVER – Team Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle’s surprising run to the top of the NEXTEL Cup competition got a boost Sunday from a stunningly easy victory in a crash filled race on the Monster Mile.  Biffle got his series-leading fourth win of the season to close within 46 points of pace setter Jimmie Johnson.  The victory in the $5.5 million MBNA Race Points 400 was Biffle’s first at Dover International Speedway and the seventh of his career.  In a race slowed seven times for 33 of it’s 400 laps, Biffle won in part because he avoided traffic problems that resulted in hard crashes.  Among those taken from the field were four time Dover winner Jeff Gordon, and Ricky Rudd, Ken Schrader and Dave Blaney.  Roush had another magnificent day, taking four of the top nine spots in the field of 43.  It was the organization’s sixth victory in thirteen races this season; the only real competition for Roush this year has been Hendrick Motorsports, which has five wins between Gordon and Johnson.
(  RACE NO. 14 – POCONO – Team Murph’s Carl Edwards turned his first laps at Pocono playing a video game.  He had not ever been to the Long Pond Raceway until Friday.  He paid attention and when it came time for the real thing, nobody was better.  Edward’s raced to his second Nextel Cup victory of the year Sunday, easily adjusting to a new gearing rule and avoiding the tire woes that plagued other drivers.  The Missouri driver, who celebrated his first Cup victory three months ago in Atlanta with a back flip from the window of his car, did it again Sunday.  His Ford led 45 of 201 laps and beat the Chevrolet of Brian Vickers in a race that ended under caution on the 2.5 mile triangle.  Edwards took the lead for the fourth and final time on Lap 187.  Edwards, who moved from ninth to fourth in the Cup standings, set a Pocono record for winning from the deepest in the field.  He started 29th.  It was the seventh victory for Roush Racing in 14 races this season, but it’s first here since the team entered the sport in 1988.
(  RACE NO. 15 – MICHIGAN – Team Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle won the race and was closely followed by Team Freak’s Tony Stewart, and a contingent of Roush drivers including Mark “Batman” Martin finishing 3rd, Matt Kenseth finishing 4th (Alright Matt, we needed a top five) and the unreal Carl Edward’s finishing fifth.  Roush dominance continues at Michigan.  Greg Biffle is making winning look easy.  Biffle won for the fifth time in 15 Nextel Cup starts this season, out-dueling Tony Stewart on Sunday to take the Batman Begins 400 at Michigan International Speedway.  The powerful Roush Racing team, winner of the last two season championships, won it’s eighth race of the season.  It was another strong showing for the entire team except for Kurt Busch who faded to 12th after running in the top ten throughout most of the 200 lap event.  Stewart led a race high 97 laps, but lost a strategy battle at the end.  He took four tires while many of the leaders, including Biffle, only took two.
(  RACE NO. 16 – SONOMA – Team Freak’s Tony Stewart found his way back to Victory Lane – and he did it with one hand.  With fourth gear gone and third gear going in his Joe Gibbs Racing Chevrolet late in Sunday’s Nextel Cup Dodge/Save Mart 350, Stewart held his car in gear with one hand and steered with the other as he caught and passed Ricky Rudd for the lead and the win.  It was Stewart’s first victory since last August at Watkins Glen International.  And Team Freak is banking that it won’t be Tony’s last win of the season because if history comes into play, now Tony will start to put the hammer down.  The Road Warriors were evident at Infineon International.
(  RACE NO. 17 – DAYTONA – Team Freak had a hunch that Tony Stewart would do his mid-season strong showing thing that he has done throughout his career. And he did it again on Saturday night.  In a race delayed for rain for nearly three hours, Tony would be up front nearly all evening.  His car was definitely the one to beat.  Stewart dominated the Pepsi 400, but still needed a dramatic four-wide pass to move to the front, then pulled away on a restart with nine laps left to seal his first Nextel Cup victory in 14 starts at Daytona International Speedway.  Stewart would win his second race in a row and leap Team Freak from 4th to 2nd by scoring the maximum possible points of ten (Pole, Win, Top five, Top ten, Most laps led, and Leading a lap).
(  RACE NO. 18 – CHICAGO – Team Speedracer and all of the rest of the Junior fans finally had something to cheer about on Sunday.  A jubilant Dale Earnhardt, Jr. broke through for his first Nextel Cup victory of the season, using a two-tire strategy and holding off a charging Matt Kenseth to win the USG Sheetrock 400.  “I was worried I was going to go winless this year,” the relieved Junior said after smoking the tires on his No. 8 Chevrolet and celebrating with his crew in the infield grass.  “Now, let’s go out and do it again, win some more!”  Earnhardt, NASCAR’s most popular driver, had had a mostly miserable season and had little to smile about until he turned in a third-place finish last weekend at Daytona.  He started 25th on Sunday and spent most of the day hovering near the end of the top ten.  The last of 10 caution laps waved on Lap 249, giving all the leaders a last chance to pit on a day when right-side tires were blistering and causing numerous blowouts and crashes.  “It’s been a long time coming, man,” Earnhardt said.  “It’s a lot of emotion, more than I can handle right now.  For these guys, all the darts they’ve had thrown at them this year.  It’s just awesome!”
(  RACE NO. 19 – NEW HAMPSHIRE – Team Freak tried narrowing the gap again this week, but Cousin Todd had an unreal day and kept Team Freak two points back.  Tony won for the third time in four races, passing at will inside and outside in a dominant performance Sunday at New Hampshire International Speedway.  The win in the New England 300 was his third this season, second on this track and 22nd of Stewart’s career.  Tony began a run of dominance after passing Ryan Newman on Lap 51.  The most defining moment of the race came when Stewart moved from fourth to second on Lap 68 by passing Rusty Wallace on the outside and cutting inside rookie Kyle Busch just a few hundred feet later.  “Fat Tony” would hold off a charge by Kyle Busch late in the race and climb the fence once again after his victory.
(  RACE NO. 20 – POCONO – Team Cousin Todd’s Kurt Busch dominated at the beginning, surged back to the lead late and raced to his second win of the season Sunday in the Pennsylvania 500 at Pocono Raceway.  The defending NASCAR Nextel Cup champion led 110 of the first 150 laps on the 2.5-mile triangle and kept his fifth-place spot in the points standings with six races left to decide the 10 drivers who will race for the title.  Busch passed second-place finisher Rusty Wallace coming out of Turn 3 with 17 laps left and held on to the lead even as four cautions came out before the end, which forced three extra laps and the green-white checkered flag.  Busch had the strongest car from the beginning, taking the lead from pole-sitter Jamie McMurray on the first turn of the first lap.  Busch started second in his No. 97 Ford and needed just 113 laps to clinch the five bonus points awarded for leading the most laps.  With 90 laps remaining, Busch pitted to fix a loose lug nut on the left front and had a 17.5-second stop, which slowed him down and allowed some of NASCAR’s old dogs to make a run.  Busch, however, would not take long to gather his seventh top-five finish and successfully navigate a Pocono track that was sharply criticized by drivers this weekend.
(  RACE NO. 21 – INDY – Team Freak’s Tony Stewart (the New and Improved Mr. Stewart / The nicer and fan friendlier Tony) would not be denied and finally has his “Holy Grail.”  It wasn’t his beloved Indianapolis 500, but the former Indy Car champion, who has longed to win a race at historic Indianapolis Motor Speedway, held off a determined Kasey Kahne to grab an emotional victory Sunday in the Allstate 400 at the Brickyard.  It was the fourth victory in the last six races and seventh top-10 finish in a row for the hottest driver in NASCAR, moving him into the lead in the NEXTEL Cup standings for the first time since he wrapped up his only Cup title in 2002.  This one was up for grabs nearly to the end, with Stewart taking his first lead by passing Brian Vickers 60 laps from the end.  But 25-year old Kasey Kahne, last year’s top rookie, didn’t make it easy, passing Stewart for the lead with 27 laps to go in the 160-lap event.  Stewart stayed with Kahne though and took advantage of the restart on lap 150 to regain the lead and the win.
(  RACE NO. 22 – THE GLEN – Team Freak’s Tony Stewart’s broken alternator couldn’t keep him from blowing away the field one more time.  Faced with a problem right at the end of a race he dominated, Stewart simply snookered the opposition on the final two restarts and cruised to his fifth victory in seven races and eighth top-10 finish in a row.  And his dominant performance Sunday at Watkins Glen International padded his lead in the NASCAR Nextel Cup standings.  Still, he had to hope he had enough juice left after a late caution forced two extra laps.  Stewart radioed in that he had an alternator problem, forcing him to shut off some systems and switch to a backup battery.  Then he sprinted away from Robby Gordon on the final restart for the win.
(  RACE NO. 23 – MICHIGAN – Team Speedracer’s Jeremy Mayfield was happy to leave his winning car behind and walk to Victory Lane on Sunday.  The winner of the chaotic GFS Marketplace 400 at Michigan International Speedway blew two tires as he celebrated his first victory in nearly a year with a burnout in front of the frontstretch grandstand.  He came out on top by running the last 52 laps on a single tank of fuel, but still had enough gas to do a slow victory lap and crowd-pleasing burnout.  “I blew out the rear tires on that burnout and that was pretty cool,” Mayfield said.  “I still had enough fuel to do it.”  Mayfield whose most recent victory came last September in Richmond, was never close to the lead earlier in the race.  But one by one, the leaders were forced to pit for fuel.  And Mayfield inherited the top spot with six laps to go in the 200-lap event.  The decision to pass up a late pit stop and go for the win was made by Mayfield’s crew chief, Slugger Labbe.  There were seven caution flags in the race, but none in the final 51 laps.  It was Mayfield’s fifth career victory and moved him from seventh to sixth in the season points, solidifying his hold on a spot in the upcoming Chase.  Many of the teams in the 43-car field had problems with cut tires or engines that overheated when windblown garbage collected on grills, cutting off air to radiators.
(  RACE NO. 24 – BRISTOL – Team Freak’s Matt Kenseth’s season was in shambles two months ago, his chances of racing for the Nextel Cup title slim to none.  A frantic late-season surge has changed everything  Kenseth used his first victory in more than a year to inch closer to the Chase for the championship, winning at Bristol Motor Speedway on Saturday night in a dominating fashion.  Kenseth started from the pole and led a whopping 415 of the 500 laps to win for the first time since March 7, 2004.  After struggling for more than a year, Kenseth has turned it on the past two months and vaulted from 20th in the standings to 11th.  He jumped four positions with his win and now is only 11 points out of the final qualifying spot.
(  RACE NO. 25 – CALIFORNIA – Team Cousin Todd’s Kyle Busch became the youngest winner in NASCAR’s top series Sunday night.  At the end of the Sony HD 500, the bottom of the top 10 in the NEXTEL Cup point standings were shaken up, with Matt Kenseth and Jamie McMurray in and Ryan Newman and Jeff Gordon out with only one more race before the start of the 10-man, 10-race finale.  That didn’t bother the 20 year old Busch as he celebrated his breakthrough victory at California Speedway.  The previous youngest winner was Donald Thomas, who was four days older than Busch when he won in Atlanta in November 1951.  Driving a Chevrolet for Hendrick Motorsports, Busch led 95 laps on the way to the victory in his 31st career start.
(  RACE NO. 26 – RICHMOND – I cussed Team Cousin Todd all night long as I was watching the leader board down in Richmond and kept seeing he had all but one of his drivers in the top-10.  And they never dropped out of it.  Only Ricky Rudd would save me from falling to second place.  I saw Ricky crash and even though I like him, I said to myself, “Alright!  Maybe a DNF for Team Cousin Todd.”  But then with about 30 laps to go, I see Ricky back on the track and counting laps.  I got pissed.  I could ride a bicycle faster than Ricky was driving.  Twenty laps to go.  “Dang it.  Why doesn’t NASCAR black flag the number 21,” I thought.  And I was positive he finished the race and not until Sunday afternoon, after getting home and checking the NASCAR web-site, did I see that they had posted Ricky with a DNF.  I needed that DNF from you, Cousin.  Anyway, back to the race.  The second year of NASCAR’s 10-race playoff-style finish will feature five Roush Racing cars in it’s 10-driver field. Including Saturday’s winner, Kurt Busch – after Edwards and Matt Kenseth locked up two of the final spots with solid runs at Richmond International Speedway.
(  RACE NO. 27 – NEW HAMPSHIRE – Team Freak had a big day and scored 16 points which tied Team Cousin Todd with the record for a one race total.  Newman picked a good time to grab his first win of the season.  Ryan, who barely squeezed into the Chase for the Championship, got off to a fast start in NASCAR’s 10-race playoff Sunday by out-dueling points leader Tony Stewart down the stretch.  Stewart, who started from the pole, dominated through much of the race, leading 173 of the 300 laps in the Sylvania 300 at New Hampshire International Speedway.  But Newman won a late battle with Stewart, passing him on lap 199 and holding the top spot by two car-lengths.
(  RACE NO. 28 – DOVER – Team Slipchuck’s Jimmie Johnson has a championship to race for, and he’s grateful that his rookie teammate understands to race hard, but not get in his way.  Johnson barely hung on to beat his teammate Kyle Busch, then credited the rookie for helping him win Sunday at Dover International Speedway, a victory that vaulted Johnson into the lead in the Chase for the championship.  Busch badly wanted his second career victory, but knew he had done all he could.  He said there were no team orders preventing him from trying to beat Johnson.  Jimmie went to the front on lap 375 by passing Mark Martin.  Both had pitted a few laps earlier under caution, but Johnson took four tires and after the restart easily outraced Martin, who took only two.
(  RACE NO. 29 – TALLADEGA – Team Freak didn’t say much all race long.  Every time the leaders came by, one of my guys would be leading and three other team members were usually running in the top five.  It was just too good to be true and I knew that like Mark, they too would be caught up in another Big One sooner or later.  But Dale Jarrett ended his 98-race drought by winning at Talladega Superspeedway on Sunday, while Tony Stewart reclaimed his spot on top of the Nextel Cup standings and Jimmie Johnson’s reputation and championship hopes were damaged.  Jarrett used a three-wide pass to challenge Stewart for the lead on the final lap of a three-lap overtime shootout, then passed Stewart on the backstretch in the UAW-Ford 500 for his first victory since 2003 at the now-defunct North Carolina Speedway.  Kyle Petty spun to bring out a caution before the leaders crossed the finish line, freezing the field.  NASCAR then had to review tape to establish a final finishing order.  Stewart finished second, Matt Kenseth was third and Ryan Newman fourth.  When the dust settled, at least five Chase drivers suffered some sort of accident-related damage.
(  RACE NO. 30 – KANSAS – Team Murph’s Mark Martin bounced back from a costly crash last week with a dominating victory Sunday at Kansas Speedway, keeping the veteran racer’s slim championship hopes alive.  But to get his 35th victory of his career and stay in the hunt for the Nextel Cup, Martin had to hold off his teammates.  A lot of them!  Martin and teammate Greg Biffle led a Roush Racing’s sweep of the top three spots, and Roush cars took four of the top five.  It was the 46-year old Martin’s first win since Dover in June 2004.  But the last laugh might belong to Tony Stewart, who finished fourth and extended his Chase lead from four points to 75.  It was Stewart’s 15th top-10 finish in the last 16 races.  Biffle, another of the 10 drivers in the 10-race Chase, passed Stewart for second place 30 laps from the end of the 267-lap Banquet 400 and went after Martin, cutting a lead of about 20 car-lengths to less than half of that.  But Martin was able to maintain that lead to the end, leading Biffle and Carl Edwards to the finish line.  Martin jumped from ninth to seventh in the standings, 113 points behind Stewart with six races left in the Chase.  Mark would do no burn-outs and has always claimed that is for the kids.  “I want to win so bad and they believe in me,” he said.  “They made a winner out of an old man.”
(  RACE NO. 31 – CHARLOTTE – On a night when trouble seemed to be lurking around every corner, Team Slipchuck’s Jimmie Johnson survived dead batteries, alternator problems and even a flat tire to win the UAW-GM Quality 500.  The alternator failed, the battery had to be switched mid-race and the entire electrical system was on the fritz.  Add all that to a constant fear of having a tire explode at any second and even the most veteran driver would be rattled.  Johnson overcame every problem thrown his way (including the tire troubles that turned Saturday night’s event into a laughingstock) to win his fourth consecutive race at Lowe’s and move into a tie with Tony Stewart in the Chase for the Nextel Cup.  Johnson started 41st because his engine failed before qualifying.  Then his alternator went mid-race.  He cut a right rear tire.  And then he had overtime.  In the end, he proved no one can beat him on the track his Lowe’s-sponsored team considers it’s own private playground.  Johnson has won five of the past six events at the suburban Charlotte facility.  He took the lead with nine laps to go and was pulling away until Rusty Wallace brought out the 15th caution of the race with one of the many, many tire problems.  It forced the field to be bunched up for one final restart and Johnson held off Chase contenders Kurt Busch and Greg Biffle to lock up the victory.
(  RACE NO. 32 – MARTINSVILLE – Team Big Ron’s Jeff Gordon honored those lost in last years Hendrick plane crash with his 70th career victory at Martinsville.  It was Gordon’s first win since May as he completed the season sweep at Martinsville’s short track.  Gordon held on in a three-lap dash with Tony Stewart, who still grabbed a 15-point lead over third-place finisher Jimmie Johnson, in the Chase for the championship Sunday.  Jeffy Boy, a four-time champion, completed a sweep of the season’s two races on the .526-mile speedway, the oldest, shortest and tightest run in NASCAR’s premier stock car series.  As he did in April, Gordon dedicated the victory to the ten people killed a year ago when a Hendrick Motorsports plane crashed on the way to the track.  Gordon assumed the lead when he and five others didn’t follow the other top contenders onto pit road. Gordon won the race off pit road, followed by Johnson and Stewart, and he never gave up the lead again.
(  RACE NO. 33 – ATLANTA – Team Murph’s Carl Edwards completed a sweep of the NASCAR Nextel Cup races at Atlanta Motor Speedway, and made up some ground in the Chase for the Championship.  Edwards, who barely held off veteran Jimmie Johnson for his first Cup victory on the Georgia track in March, had a dominating car through the second half of the 325-lap Bass Pro Shops 500.  Edwards, in his first full season in NASCAR’s top stock car series, lost a lead of more than 6 seconds when the last of nine caution flags waved for debris on lap 283.  But he was able to regain control and pulled away to earn his third victory of the season, beating four-time Cup champion Jeff Gordon to the finish line.  Edwards, who led eight times for 115 laps, including the final 36, led four other Chase contenders in finishing ahead of Stewart, tightening the overall points battle with three races remaining.  “If we do this for three more weeks, we’ll be all right,” said Edwards, who did his patented backflip off the window ledge of his No. 99 Ford after the race.  “Man, I can’t thank my guys enough.  The car was just awesome.”  The 26-year old Edwards, who is not eligible for rookie of the year because he ran 13 races at the end of the 2004 season, also won in June at Pocono and has refused to buckle under the pressure of the Chase.
(  RACE NO. 34 – TEXAS – Team Murph’s  Carl Edwards did it again.  Two back-flips in a row!  Edwards just wouldn’t be denied in Sunday’s Nextel Cup race at Texas Motor Speedway.  The 26-year old wunderkid charged back from a late pit stop that dropped him to sixth place to pass Roush Racing teammate Mark Martin for the lead two laps from the end of the Dickies 500.  It was his second consecutive victory and thrust the surprising Edwards into the battle for the series championship with two races remaining.  Edwards, who now has four victories in his first full season in Cup racing, jumped from a tie for fourth, 107 points behind, to solo possession of third, 77 behind Stewart.  “Four wins, man, I can’t believe it,” said Edwards, who stuck a perfect landing on his now-traditional backflip off the window of his No. 99 Ford.  “We’re not going to change a thing,” the winner added.  “We’re out to win this championship and we’ll do it by having fun.  That way, if we lose it, we’re still going to have fun.”  Edwards was sixth when the green flag came back out on lap 323.  He got caught in traffic for a while, but quickly moved to third, passed teammate Matt Kenseth for second on lap 330 and erased a 12-car lead by Martin before passing him on the outside coming off turn two on the 1.5-mile oval on Lap 333.  “My hat’s off to Mark Martin,” Edwards said.  “He almost won this race.  It was only the tires that beat him.  He had the best car.”  Martin didn’t agree.  “Carl was spectacular,” Martin said.  “It was a great call.  The right car won the race.”
(  RACE NO. 35 – PHOENIX – Team Cousin Todd’s rookie, Kyle Busch out-drove NASCAR’s top contenders to win Sunday.  All but one, that is.  “I just want to say I’m behind my brother 100 percent,” the 20-year old winner said of Kurt Busch, who was suspended earlier in the day for a Friday night run-in with police.  Standing on top of his No. 5 Chevrolet and waving to the cheering crowd at Phoenix International Raceway, Busch called his older brother, who won last year’s Nextel Cup, “a true champion.”  Kurt Busch was suspended by Roush Racing earlier in the day for the last two races of the season after police accused him of reckless driving.  Officers said he smelled of alcohol and was belligerent during a traffic stop near the speedway.  Kenny Wallace drove the Roush car and finished 16th.  Title contender Greg Biffle dominated the race, leading 189 of the 312 laps in the Checker Auto Parts 500.  But the younger Busch, who drives for Hendrick Motorsports, used a pit stop strategy to get track position, taking the lead for the first time on Lap 230 by staying on track when the leaders pitted.  Biffle, who had pitted, had slipped all the way to 13th for the restart.  The Roush driver sliced through traffic and eventually caught and passed Busch on Lap 281.  But the youngster wouldn’t give up, challenging the veteran and regaining the lead for good on Lap 285 with a strong inside move on the 1-mile oval.  It was the second win of Busch’s career.
(  RACE NO. 36 – HOMESTEAD – Team Cousin Todd’s  Greg Biffle and Roush racing teammate Mark Martin battled door-to-door on the final lap of the Ford 400, with Biffle winning by 0.017 seconds – maybe a quarter of a car length.  That gave Biffle a series-best sixth victory of the season and allowed him to vault from fourth to second in the final standings.  But despite a valiant last-race effort from Roush Racing’s fleet of Fords, nothing could knock Tony Stewart off the path toward his second Nextel Cup Championship Sunday at Homestead-Miami Speedway.  Stewart’s 15th-place finish – only the third time the driver of the No. 20 Chevrolet had finished ninth or worse in five months – was good enough for him to wind up ahead by 35 points as the Chase for the Nextel Cup came to a finish.
Happy Holiday’s everyone and we’ll see you at the Draft in January.
Sincerely,

Commissioner Fisher
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