2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE SEASON RECAP

(  INAUGURAL 2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPION = CYNTHIA “LEADFOOT” KEUPER
264 TEAM KEUPER TOTAL POINTS (74 over Team Fisher)

(  2004 NEXTEL CUP CHAMPION = Kurt Busch, #97 Ford (TEAM FISHER)
(  CREW CHIEF = Jimmy Fennig
(  OWNER = Jack Rousch

  2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL RESULTS

	RANK
	DRIVER
	TEAM
	PTS
	PTS BEHIND
	NEXTEL RANK
	STARTS
	POLES
	WINS
	TOP

5
	TOP 10
	PROV.
	DNF

	1
	J. Gordon
	Keuper
	96
	---
	3
	36
	6
	5
	16
	25
	1
	4

	2
	J. Johnson
	Fisher
	86
	-10
	2
	36
	1
	8
	20
	23
	1
	7

	3
	D.Earnhardt, Jr
	Keuper
	77
	-19
	5
	36
	0
	6
	16
	21
	0
	4

	4
	K. Busch
	Fisher
	59
	-37
	1
	36
	1
	3
	10
	21
	0
	2

	5
	T. Stewart
	Keuper
	56
	-40
	6
	36
	0
	2
	10
	19
	0
	2

	6
	M. Martin
	Fisher
	38
	-58
	4
	36
	0
	1
	10
	15
	0
	2

	7
	R. Newman
	Keuper
	37
	-59
	7
	36
	9
	2
	11
	14
	0
	9

	8
	E. Sadler
	Fisher
	29
	-67
	9
	36
	0
	2
	8
	14
	1
	1

	9
	J. McMurray
	Keuper
	24
	-72
	11
	36
	0
	0
	9
	23
	0
	6

	10
	M. Kenseth
	Fisher
	23
	-73
	8
	36
	0
	2
	8
	16
	2
	6

	11
	J. Mayfield
	Keuper
	17
	-79
	10
	36
	2
	1
	5
	13
	0
	3

	12
	B. Labonte
	Keuper
	7
	-89
	12
	36
	1
	0
	5
	11
	1
	2

	12
	K. Harvick
	Fisher
	7
	-89
	14
	36
	0
	0
	5
	14
	0
	4

	13
	D. Jarrett
	Keuper
	5
	-91
	15
	36
	0
	0
	6
	14
	1
	2

	13
	R. Wallace
	Fisher
	5
	-91
	16
	36
	0
	1
	3
	11
	0
	2

	14
	G. Biffle
	Fisher
	0
	-96
	17
	36
	1
	2
	4
	8
	1
	5

	15
	R. Gordon
	Fisher
	-12
	-108
	23
	36
	0
	0
	2
	6
	0
	3

	16
	M. Waltrip
	Keuper
	-23
	-119
	20
	36
	0
	0
	2
	9
	6
	6

	17
	B. Vickers
	Keuper
	-32
	-128
	25
	36
	2
	0
	0
	4
	2
	6

	18
	R. Craven
	Fisher
	-45
	-141
	34
	26
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	7


( Well, the Inaugural 2004 NASCAR POINTS CHALLENGE is in the books and it was very fun for me keeping the stats and writing the weekly Recap.  The season had its share of ups and downs as Team Keuper and Team Fisher battled for the Championship.  Team Keuper drafted the best overall team and it seems the Chevy contingent that she picked was the most consistent.  Team Fisher had mostly Ford drivers and they did not perform as well as the Chevy’s.  The early part of the 2004 Season was a close battle between Fisher and Keuper.  We were neck and neck and cheek-to-cheek from Race #1 at Daytona in February to Race #4 at Atlanta in March.  I would then have my longest winning streak of the season and would be in first place for the next six races from Race #5 at Darlington (Oh, Sweet Darlington) in late March to Race #10 at California in early May, but “The Little One” would close to within one point of me.  After that it was all Team Keuper.  She would regain the points lead with Race #11 at Richmond in May and would not relinquish the lead.  She would remain in first place for the rest of the season right up to the exciting finale at Homestead in November.  Cynthia would have the lead for twenty-six weeks in a row.  Unreal and unbelievable!  I do not believe that record will ever be broken.  Miss Keuper also had two weeks of scoring a record 21 points, the first being Race #11 at Richmond in May and once again in Race #34 at Phoenix in early November.  She would also have big days in Race #9 at Talladega in April scoring 20 points, Race #17 at Daytona in July scoring 18 points, and the following week in Race #18 in Chicago scoring 17 points and yet again in the next Race #19 at New Hampshire scoring 15 points.  She would have a strong early summer run and would not look back.  Team Keuper’s worst showing of the season was in Race #20 at Pocono in early August scoring –12 points after 4 of her drivers had DNF’s.  I would have my strongest showing of the season in Race #6 at Bristol in March scoring 20 points.  I also would put together a good run in the season finale, Race #36 at Homestead in November scoring 17 points.  I would also have five 14 point days throughout the season in Race #4 at Darlington, Race #12 at Charlotte, Race #25 at California, Race #27 at New Hampshire and Race #32 at Martinsville.  But it would not be enough to even get close to Cynthia as the season progressed.  Things went from bad to worse as I tried in vain to win something that may never have been there to begin with.  It was up and down and back and forth with my emotions from August 15th on my 50th birthday to now at the end of this long season.  But in the end, my teams Kurt Busch would win the NEXTEL Championship and I guess that has some solace.  I would, however, miss Mark winning at Dover and I believe I may never get over that one, but all in all it was an enjoyable Inaugural season and I hope to continue next year.  Once again, congratulations Team Keuper on a fine season.  Peace and happiness to all of you over the holidays and may you all have an excellent New Year, especially to you “Little One”.

See you in February for the Daytona 500 as the 2005 season opens, (Can’t Wait!) (
Commissioner Fisher

