2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #19 – CHICAGO RECAP 07/12/08
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(  POLE   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (NA mph / NA seconds) – 4th rainout of Season / Grid set according to Owner’s pts.
(  WINNER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 7th of Season / 11th Career / 2nd Consecutive / 3rd in four races
(  MOST LAPS LED   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 5th of Season
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+262 over Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   COUSIN TODD (+21 over LINE-PRO)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+31 over Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)
(  LINE-PRO’S KYLE BUSCH USES LATE RACE PASS OF BIG RON’S JOHNSON FOR 7th WIN OF SEASON AT CHICAGOLAND – LINE-PRO’S 4th CONSECUTIVE WIN AND 9th OF SEASON MOVES HIM INTO 2nd (21 POINTS BACK) – LINE-PRO WINS HIS 4th CONSCECUTIVE WEEKEND – 2nd PLACE LINE-PRO TO 4th PLACE FREAK SEPARATED BY (14 POINTS) – BIG SLIM (5th) AND MURPH (6th) SEPARATED BY (6 POINTS) – NO ONE MISSES ANY POINTS FROM ANY DRIVERS – BIG RON GETS A DOUBLE TOP-5 FROM JOHNSON AND HARDICK – BIG RON’S HARDICK MOVES BACK INTO THE TOP-12 AND FREAK’S CLINT JACK DROPS OUT AND FREAK’S HAMLIN DROPS TO 12th – LINE-PRO WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – COUSIN TODD REMAINS THE LEADER – SLIPCHUCK AND LINE-PRO MOVE IN THE STANDINGS – Kyle’s 7th win of the season and maximum points moves Line-Pro up another spot for the 2nd consecutive week and into 2nd and should be able to catch Cousin Todd in a few weeks if Bro Rowdy stays on his hot course.  Big Ron’s Johnson gets his 5th top-5 (1st in eleven races) finishing 2nd (best finish since his win at Phoenix).  Big Ron’s Hardick gets his 3rd top-5 (1st in fourteen races) and finishes 3rd.  Cousin Todd’s The Biff scores his 6th top-5 (1st in six races) and finishes 4th and moves from 11th to 7th in the standings.  Speedracers’s Lame Duck Smokeless gets his 6th top-5 (1st in four races) and finishes 5th.  Line-Pro wins the race (9 points) and wins the weekend (11 points).  Line-Pro’s last race win was with Kyle Busch at Daytona on 07/05/08 and Line-Pro’s last weekend win was also at Daytona on 07/05/08.  No one wins the Pole due to the 4th rain-out of the season so there is no last time Pole stat this week.  Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy is the Lap Leader and the last time Line-Pro had the Lap Leader was also with Kyle at Sonoma on 06/22/08.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Brother is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+262 points) over Slipchuck’s Dale Jr.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kyle Busch after Daytona on 07/05/08.  Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (77 points), (+31 points) over Slipchuck’s Junior.  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. #1 Ranked Driver was with Kyle Busch after Daytona on 07/05/08. – With The Biff’s top-5, Cousin Todd gets (4 points) and remains in the Leader position (8th consecutive week / 16th week of season / 89 points).  The last time Cousin Todd had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after Daytona on 07/05/08. – With Kyle’s 7th win and 5th Lap Leader and Mr. Newman’s 7th top-10, Line-Pro moves up one spot for the 2nd consecutive week into 2nd (21 points) back. – With zero points from her team, Slipchuck drops one spot to 3rd (30 points) back. –- With David Ragan’s 5th top-10, Freak remains 4th (35 points) back.  Throttle Rocket and Speedracer remain in the negative numbers, but T.R. in now only (-2).  There were no DNQ’s this week.  There were no DNF’s this week.  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 63 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 56.  Freak’s Kid Denny Hamlin has only three DNF’s in his 98 career starts.
By Reid Spencer / Sporting News Wire Service
JOLIET, Ill. -- Kyle Busch needs to take a lesson from Yogi Berra. As Busch's crew chief Steve Addington and spotter Jeff Dickerson told their driver on the radio at the end of Saturday night's LifeLock.com 400 Sprint Cup race at Chicagoland Speedway, a race, like a baseball game, truly isn't over till it's over -- even if the driver thinks it is. On a restart with two laps remaining in the 267-lap event at the 1.5 mile speedway, Busch roared to the outside of leader Jimmie Johnson and cleared the No. 48 Chevrolet through Turns 3 and 4. On the final lap, Johnson made a run up to the bumper of Busch's No. 18 Joe Gibbs racing Toyota but could get no closer, as Busch held off the Chevy by .159 seconds at the finish. For Busch, who had radioed, "Race over," after Johnson passed him for the lead under green on Lap 251, the victory was the seventh of the season and the 11th of Busch's Cup career. It also marked the first time since Tim and Fonty Flock strung together four wins in 1955 that brothers have accounted for four consecutive victories. Kyle won at Infineon Raceway on June 22 to start the streak, with brother Kurt Busch's triumph at New Hampshire preceding Kyle's victories at Daytona and Chicagoland. Kevin Harvick finished third Saturday night, followed by Greg Biffle and Tony Stewart. Brian Vickers, Matt Kenseth, David Ragan, Martin Truex Jr. and Ryan Newman completed the top 10. "I gave up on it," said Kyle Busch, who doubled up on his Nationwide Series victory from the night before. "I didn't think I could do it. I don't know how I did that. This is just an amazing season. I can't believe it. "I pushed Jimmie Johnson to go [on the restart]. I had to go to the outside, because he was going to block the bottom in [Turns] 1 and 2 -- and it stuck up there." Johnson was shocked that Busch was able to overtake him on the restart. "There's no way I thought I couldn't get away from him through [Turns] 1 and 2," Johnson said. "But as soon as he broke the plane of my bumper, I knew I was in trouble, and sure enough, I was. I really wasn't thinking defense. But on a two-lap shootout, the outside always wins." After a restart on Lap 231, Busch, who stretched his Cup points lead to 262 over 16th-place finisher Dale Earnhardt Jr., pulled away to a two-second lead when Newman's Dodge and the lapped car of Travis Kvapil impeded the progress of Johnson and Harvick. Four laps into the run, however, Paul Menard's Chevrolet knocked the bumper cover off Jason Leffler's Chevy to cause the seventh caution of the race, and Johnson stayed with Busch on the restart on Lap 241. Before Johnson could overtake his former Hendrick Motorsports teammate, however, Bobby Labonte's spin off Turn 2 forced NASCAR to throw the yellow flag. Less than three laps into the subsequent restart, Johnson cleared Busch's No. 18 Toyota through Turn 2 and began to pull away. "Race over," Busch radioed to his crew. A few laps later he added, "Anyone ever seen Jimmie Johnson give one up? No." But when David Gilliland's Ford blew its engine on the frontstretch on Lap 262, the field was bunched for a restart on Lap 266, with two laps remaining. Dickerson told Busch before the restart, "You don't have a hair on your ass if you don't go to the outside and pass this guy." And as Busch proved with victory, the race wasn't over after all.  Notes: One of the oldest tricks in the book didn't fool NASCAR Saturday night. Before the race, inspectors found lead in the Gatorade bottles in J.J. Yeley's No. 96 Toyota, the idea being to jettison the bottles and lighten the car after the race starts. NASCAR held the car on pit road until the second pace lap and then made Yeley serve a stop-and-go penalty on pit road. He finished 24th. ... At the drivers' meeting two hours before the race, NASCAR president Mike Helton presented Richard Petty a Steuben Glass bowl in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the King's involvement in NASCAR racing. Petty also got a ribbing from NASCAR vice president of competition Robin Pemberton. "I can't believe we got you to a drivers' meeting for once," Pemberton said to the seven-time champion, who usually avoids the weekly gatherings. ... When Stewart leaves Joe Gibbs Racing at the end of the season, he won't be taking the No. 20 with him, team president J.D. Gibbs said Saturday, emphatically ending that speculation. Neither Gibbs nor his father, team owner Joe Gibbs, would rule out 18-year-old Joey Logano as a possible replacement for Stewart.  The winner averaged 133.966 mph with a margin of victory of 0.159 seconds.  The race was slowed 9 times with 33 laps run under caution.  There were 16 lead changes among 10 drivers and 29 drivers finished on the lead lap.
GIBBERISH by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

ENOUGH ALREADY - AGAIN!!   That’s enough Bro Rowdy, now you can take a break and come back down to reality.  …Ryan and Penske are parting ways and odds have it that Mr. Newman will be driving for Smokeless next year.  …Just for the record, Freak’s Clint Jack has finished 22nd or worse in the last six of eight races.
A YEAR AGO IN THE MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPIONSHIP: Cousin Todd remained in the LEADER position with (47 points), Slipchuck remained 2nd (4 points back), Big Ron remained 3rd (13 points back), Murph remained 4th (19 points back), Speedracer remained 5th (30 points back), Freak remained 6th (50 points back), Throttle Rocket remained 7th (80 points back) and Line-Pro remained 8th (156 points back).
LEAGUE NOTES: Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle and Kasey Kahne, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy, and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League in Poles (2) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt leads the League in DNQ’s (3) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League with wins (7) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League in top-5’s (12) – Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League in top-10’s (13) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle leads the League being the Lap Leader (5) – Big Ron’s Johnson and Line-Pro’s Kyle lead the League with most races led (14) – Cousin Todd’s Barney Rubble Riggs leads the League with fewest lap down finishes (1) – Speedracer’s Mr. Juanderful and Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears lead the League with most lap down finishes (10) – Speedracer’s Smokeless and Robby Gordon, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy and Casey Mears and Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt lead the League in DNF’s (3).  Cousin Todd is the only Team to have three drivers in the ManP.C.C. top-12.  Freak is the only Team to have all four drivers in positive numbers.  Freak does not have a League leading stat in any category.  Speedracer leads the League with the fewest led laps (13), with the most drivers not on the lead lap (31) and the most DNF’s (9 Tie).  Big Slim does not have a League leading stat in any category.  Slipchuck leads the League with fewest drivers not on the lead lap (14).  Murph leads the League with fewest DNF’s (1).  Cousin Todd leads the League in Poles (4), top-10’s (29) and with most led laps (26).  Throttle Rocket leads the League with the most DNF’s (9 Tie).  Line-Pro leads the League in DNQ’s (3), wins (9), top-5’s (17) and Lap Leaders (5).  Only Speedracer’s Sorenson, Big Ron’s Smith, Cousin Todd’s Rigg’s and Line-Pro’s Menard do not have a top-10 finish this season.
The highest mover this week was Line-Pro (+1).  The biggest loser this week was Slipchuck (-1).
Freak, Speedracer, Big Ron, Murph, Cousin Todd and Throttle Rocket hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	10/22/13(-3)
	18
	0
	20
	11(-57)

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	7/40/12(-5)
	18
	1
	27
	5(-51)

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	24/21/22(+1)
	11
	DNP
	3
	17

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	14/8/15(-1)
	9
	1
	5
	15


                                                                       (13.8/22.8/15.5 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)              (13.50 Average)      (12.00 Avg) 2nd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (11),   Top-10’s (26),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (20),   Not on lead lap (17),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 0 / 7th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 54 / 4th (35 pts. behind Leader / -4 pt. swing)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	12/5/10(+2)
	19
	4
	20
	11(-57)

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	22/18/20(+1)
	15
	DNP
	-11
	30

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	32/31/32(--)
	10
	-1
	-10
	29

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	31/25/29(+1)
	13
	0
	-12
	31


                                                                       (24.3/19.8/27.8 Average)                                        (1.00 Average)             (-3.25 Average)       (25.25 Avg) 8th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (7),   Top-10’s (13),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (13),   Not on lead lap (31),   DNF’s (9)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = 3 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -13 / 8th (102 pts. behind Leader / -1 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	5/2/5(--)
	19
	4
	35
	4(-42)

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	30/23/31(--)
	9
	DNP
	-7
	25

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	13/3/9(+4)
	19
	3
	12
	13

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	33/34/34(--)
	10
	-1
	-6
	23


                                                                    (20.3/15.5/19.8 Average)                                          (2.00 Average)               (8.50 Average)       (16.25 Avg) 6th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (8),   Top-10’s (17),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (22),   Not on lead lap (22),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = 6 / 2nd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 34 / 5th (55 pts. behind Leader / +2 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	2/16/2(--)
	19
	0
	46
	2(-31)

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	3/19/3(--)
	19
	0
	23
	8(-54)

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	29/14/27(--)
	8
	DNP
	-6
	23

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	26/12/23(+2)
	11
	0
	-4
	21


                                                                       (15.0/15.3/13.8 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)             (14.75 Average)      (13.50 Avg) 3rd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (12),   Top-10’s (25),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (20),   Not on lead lap (14),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   = 0 / 7th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 59 / 3rd (30 pts. behind Leader) (-4 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	7/9/8(+1)
	19
	2
	25
	6(-52)

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	20/29/19(--)
	18
	0
	-9
	26

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	16/17/28(--)
	14
	0
	9
	14

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	23/42/25(-3)
	6
	DNP
	3
	17


                                                                       (16.5/24.3/20.0 Average)                                       (0.67 Average)               (7.00 Average)       (15.75 Avg) 4th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (7),   Top-10’s (21),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (15),   Not on lead lap (19),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 2 / 6th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 28 / 6th (61 pts. behind Leader / -2 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	4/32/4(--)
	19
	0
	43
	3(-34)

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	11/4/7(+4)
	19
	4
	23
	8(-54)

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	8/15/11(-3)
	17
	0
	24
	7(-70)

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	38/20/35(--)
	2
	DNP
	-1
	20


                                                                       (15.3/17.8/14.3 Average)                                     (1.33 Average)               (22.25 Average)       (09.50 Avg) 1st 
Poles (4),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (5),   Top-5’s (16),   Top-10’s (29),   Lap Leaders (4),   Led a Lap (26),   Not on lead lap (16),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 4 / 3rd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 89 / LEADER (-7 pt. swing with Line-Pro)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	6/11/6(--)
	19
	1
	21
	10(-56)

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	19/9/17(+1)
	18
	2
	3
	17

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	25/33/24(--)
	13
	DNP
	-17
	32

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	40/24/36(+2)
	7
	0
	-9
	26


                                                                       (22.5/19.3/20.8 Average)                                       (1.00 Average)              (-0.50 Average)       (18.75 Avg) 7th 

Poles (2),   DNQ’s (1),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (10),   Top-10’s (16),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (15),   Not on lead lap (23),   DNF’s (9)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = 3 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -2 / 7th (91 pts. behind Leader /-1 pt. swing)
TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	1/1/1(--)
	19
	9
	77
	1(+31)

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	18/28/18((-1)
	17
	1
	-9
	26

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	17/10/16(--)
	19
	1
	5
	15

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	27/26/26(--)
	2
	DNP
	-5
	22


                                                                       (15.8/16.3/15.3 Average)                                       (3.67 Average)              (17.00 Average)      (16.00 Avg) 5th 
Poles (3),   DNQ’s (3),   Wins (9),   Top-5’s (17),   Top-10’s (24),   Lap Leaders (5),   Led a Lap (23),   Not on lead lap (21),   DNF’s (7)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 11 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 68 / 2nd (21 pts. behind Leader / +7 pt. swing)

(  Next week is a much needed off weekend before heading to the Mid-West and Indy on July 27th.  Throttle Rocked and I will be heading to Niagara Falls for a little get-away on our annual off NASCAR weekend adventure.
See you in the Hoosier State in two,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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