2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #18 – DAYTONA RECAP 07/05/08
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(  POLE   Paul Menard #15 Chevy (185.916 mph / 48.409 seconds) – 1st of Season / 1st Career
(  WINNER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 6th of Season / 10th Career
(  MOST LAPS LED   Dale Earnhardt, Jr. #88 Chevy – 3rd of Season
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+182 over Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   COUSIN TODD (+26 over SLIPCHUCK)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+22 over Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)
(  MAKING SENSE OF HIS 6th – LINE-PRO’S KYLE BUSCH EDGES COUSIN TODD’S EDWARDS AS RACE ENDS UNDER CAUTION – LINE-PRO’S 3rd CONSECUTIVE WIN AND EIGHTH OF SEASON MOVES HIM INTO 3rd – 2nd PLACE SLIPCHUCK TO 4th PLACE FREAK SEPARATED BY ONLY (5 POINTS) – BIG SLIM (5th) AND MURPH (6th) SEPARATED BY ONLY (2 POINTS) – LINE-PRO MISSES A POLE AND LED LAP FROM MENARD, BUT GETS THE WIN AND 2nd CONSECUTIVE TOP-5 FROM BROTHER KURT – SPEEDRACER’S ROBBY GORDON GETS HIS 2nd TOP-10 – SLIPCHUCK’S JUNIOR GETS (4 POINTS) WITH TOP-10 AND LAP LEADER AND MOVES TO 2nd IN THE STANDINGS – MURPH’S KENSETH MOVES BACK INTO THE TOP-12 AND BIG RON’S HARDICK DROPS OUT – LINE-PRO WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – COUSIN TODD REMAINS THE LEADER – FREAK AND LINE-PRO MOVE IN THE STANDINGS – Line-Pro’s Brothers continue with Kyle’s 6th win of the season and Kurt’s 3rd top-5.  I was wondering if “The Big One” would never happen and with four laps to go, it did happen and one caution led to another with the race finishing under caution.  Rowdy Brother picks up his 1st victory at Daytona.  Interesting stat – In 1991 Darrel Waltrip won six times in the first 18 races as Kyle has just done and the only better record than that is in 1987 when Dale Earnhardt had seven wins in the first 18 races.  Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl has his best Daytona result and picks up his 7th top-5 finishing 2nd.  Murph’s Matt The Brat picks up his 4th top-5 of the season finishing 3rd.  Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt picks up his 3rd top-5 finishing 4th.  Freak’s David Ragan gets his 2nd top-5 finishing 5th.  Line-Pro wins the race (7 points) and wins the weekend (9 points).  Line-Pro’s last race win was with Kurt Busch at New Hampshire on 06/29/08 and Line-Pro’s last weekend win was also at New Hampshire on 06/29/08.  Paul Menard wins the Pole, but Line-Pro didn’t play him so there is no last Pole stat this week.  Slipchuck’s Junior is the Lap Leader and the last time Slipchuck had the Lap Leader was also with Junior at Charlotte on 05/25/08.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Brother is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+182 points) over Slipchuck’s Dale Jr.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kyle Busch after New Hampshire on 06/29/08.  Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (68 points), (+22 points) over Slipchuck’s Junior.  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. #1 Ranked Driver was with Kyle Busch after New Hampshire on 06/29/08. – With Cousin Carl’s top-5 and Kasey’s 8th top-10, but The Biff’s 2nd DNF, Cousin Todd gets (1 point) and remains in the Leader position (7th consecutive week / 15th week of season / 85 points).  The last time Cousin Todd had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after New Hampshire on 06/29/08. – With Junior’s 12th top-10 and 3rd Lap Leader, but Mayor Burton’s 1st DNF, Slipchuck remains in 2nd (26 points) back. – With Kyle’s 6th win, Kurt’s 3rd top-5 and Mr. Newmans 9th lap down finish, Line-Pro moves up one spot to 3rd (28 points) back - With David Ragan’s 2nd top-5 and Clint Jack’s 9th top-10, Freak drops one spot to 4th (31 points) back.  Throttle Rocket and Speedracer remain in the negative numbers.  There were no DNQ’s this week.  The DNF’s this week were from Speedracer’s Juan Montoya, Slipchuck’s Jeff Burton and Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle.  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 62 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 55.  Freak’s Kid Denny Hamlin has only three DNF’s in his 97 career starts.
By Reid Spencer / Sporting News Wire Service
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. -- If Murphy's Law has a countervailing theorem, it should be named for Kyle Busch. In an anything-that-can-go-right-will-go-right season, Busch notched his sixth victory in Saturday night's Coke Zero 400 at Daytona International Speedway. With a pack of cars wrecking behind him in Turn 1, Busch had edged ahead of Carl Edwards on the final lap of a green-white-checkered finish when NASCAR called the 11th caution of the race. The field was frozen at that point, with Busch the winner and Edwards the runner-up. Matt Kenseth ran third, followed by Kurt Busch, David Ragan, Robby Gordon, Kasey Kahne, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Clint Bowyer and Mark Martin. Busch recovered from a tap from teammate Denny Hamlin that forced him out of line and dropped him from third to 37th in the running order on Lap 82. That proved just a temporary setback for the driver of the No. 18 Toyota, who had regained contact with the field by the time Elliott Sadler's hard crash in Turn 4 -- the result of a blown tire -- caused the fourth caution of the evening on Lap 109. "We had a pretty good car [Saturday night]," Busch said. "We didn't have the best car, but we were strong enough to get to the front when it mattered most. I've really got to thank the 17 [car]. Kenseth gave me a great push there at the end. The 17 was strong and helped us. "We were just able to stay clear and get the good breaks when it mattered most. There's no rabbit's foot and no four-leaf clover that I have stashed in my pocket." Busch claimed the 10th victory of his career and extended his series lead to 182 points over Earnhardt, who passed 37th-place finisher Jeff Burton for the second position in the standings. Burton and Casey Mears got the worst of a chain-reaction crash that started with contact between David Ragan's No. 6 Ford and Tony Stewart's No. 20 Toyota, with J.J. Yeley driving in relief of an ailing Stewart. Edwards was rueful that the race ended when it did. "I just wish we could have raced a little bit longer," Edwards said. "That would have been great. Man, I'd have given anything if we could have run at least to the end of the back straightaway, but that's the way it went, and Kyle did a great job. "They were real fast. It was a little nerve-wracking there before they announced the winner, but I don't know what to tell you. Second place is second place. Really wanted to win." Jeff Gordon ran in or near the lead for most of the night, but after the final restart on Lap 161, he spun at the entrance to Turn 1 after contact with Edwards. The four-time Cup champion came home 30th but held the sixth position in the series standings. "I spun Jeff out there," Edwards said. "He came down across the nose, and I couldn't lift."   Notes: Burton's streak of 23 consecutive top-15 finishes ended Saturday. ... Robby Gordon's sixth-place finish was his first top-10 since he ran eighth in the season-opening Daytona 500. ... Jeff Gordon led 46 laps, second only to Earnhardt's 51. ... Pole-sitter Paul Menard led the first 19 leaps and finished 15th. ... Despite catching pieces of a couple of late-race wrecks, Yeley brought Stewart's car home 20th, but Stewart fell three positions to 12th in the championship standings. The winner averaged 138.554 mph with a margin of victory finishing under caution.  The race was slowed 11 times with 33 laps run under caution.  There were 21 lead changes among 10 drivers and 30 drivers finished on the lead lap.
GIBBERISH by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

ENOUGH ALREADY!   I like Kyle and I like his style, but enough already.  He is having a career year and that is for sure!  …Tony having to get out of his car happened last at Dover in 2006 after breaking his shoulder at Lowe’s the week before.  His substitute driver then was Ricky Rudd.  …How in the world did David Ragan and Clint Jack save their cars from crashing after bumping into each other on the last restart?  Phenomenal car control I would say!
A YEAR AGO IN THE M.A.N.P.C.C: Cousin Todd moved into the LEADER position with (45 points), Slipchuck dropped to 2nd (4 points back), Big Ron dropped to 3rd (5 points back), Murph remained 4th (16 points back), Speedracer remained 5th (32 points back), Freak remained 6th (45 points back), Throttle Rocket remained 7th (82 points back) and Line-Pro remained 8th (148 points back).
LEAGUE NOTES: Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle and Kasey Kahne, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy, and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League in Poles (2) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt leads the League in DNQ’s (3) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League with wins (6) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League in top-5’s (11) – Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl leads the League in top-10’s (13) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle leads the League being the Lap Leader (4) – Big Ron’s Johnson, Slipchuck’s Junior and Line-Pro’s Kyle lead the League with most races led (13) – Cousin Todd’s Barney Rubble Riggs leads the League with fewest lap down finishes (1) – Speedracer’s Mr. Juanderful and Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears lead the League with most lap down finishes (10) – Speedracer’s Smokeless and Robby Gordon, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy and Casey Mears and Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt lead the League in DNF’s (3).  Cousin Todd is the only Team to have three drivers in the ManP.C.C. top-12.  Freak is the only Team to have all four drivers in positive numbers.  Freak does not have a League leading stat in any category.  Speedracer leads the League with the fewest led laps (12), with the most drivers not on the lead lap (30) and the most DNF’s (9 Tie).  Big Slim does not have a League leading stat in any category.  Slipchuck leads the League with fewest drivers not on the lead lap (14).  Murph leads the League with fewest DNF’s (1).  Cousin Todd leads the League in Poles (4), top-10’s (28), Lap Leaders (4 Tie) and with most led laps (24).  Throttle Rocket leads the League with the most DNF’s (9 Tie).  Line-Pro leads the League in DNQ’s (3), wins (8), top-5’s (16) and Lap Leaders (4 Tie).  Only Speedracer’s Sorenson, Big Ron’s Smith, Cousin Todd’s Rigg’s and Line-Pro’s Menard do not have a top-10 finish this season.
The highest mover this week was Line-Pro (+1).  The biggest loser this week was Freak (-1).
Speedracer, Big Ron, Slipchuck, Murph, Cousin Todd and Throttle Rocket hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	25/9/10(+1)
	17
	1
	20
	9(-48)

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	15/26/7(--)
	18
	1
	27
	5(-41)

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	40/32/23(+1)
	11
	DNP
	3
	17

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	6/5/15(+2)
	8
	3
	4
	15


                                                                       (21.5/18.0/10.5 Average)                                       (1.67 Average)              (13.50 Average)      (11.50 Avg) 2nd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (11),   Top-10’s (25),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (20),   Not on lead lap (16),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 5 / 2nd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 54 / 4th (31 pts. behind Leader / +4 pt. swing)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	17/20/12(-3)
	18
	0
	16
	12(-52)

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	31/38/21(-1)
	15
	-4
	-11
	30

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	39/22/32(-1)
	9
	DNP
	-9
	26

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	37/6/30(+2)
	12
	2
	-12
	31


                                                                       (31.0/27.5/23.8 Average)                                       (-0.67 Average)             (-4.00 Average)       (24.75 Avg) 8th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (12),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (12),   Not on lead lap (30),   DNF’s (9)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = -2 / 8th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -16 / 8th (101 pts. behind Leader / -3 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	30/23/5(-37)
	18
	1
	31
	4(-37)

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	12/19/31(-1)
	9
	DNP
	-7
	25

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	14/12/13(-1)
	18
	0
	9
	13

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	8/24/34(--)
	9
	0
	-5
	22


                                                                    (23.0/20.8/20.3 Average)                                          (0.33 Average)               (6.75 Average)       (16.00 Avg) 5th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (15),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (21),   Not on lead lap (21),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = 1 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 28 / 5th (57 pts. behind Leader / +0 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	3/8/2(+1)
	18
	4
	46
	2(-22)

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	23/37/3(-1)
	18
	-4
	23
	7(-45)

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	34/21/27(--)
	8
	0
	-6
	24

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	38/39/25(--)
	10
	DNP
	-4
	21


                                                                       (24.5/26.3/14.3 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)             (14.75 Average)      (13.50 Avg) 3rd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (12),   Top-10’s (25),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (20),   Not on lead lap (14),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   = 0 / 6th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 59 / 2nd (26 pts. behind Leader) (-1 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	19/3/9(+4)
	18
	3
	23
	7(-45)

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	20/13/19(+2)
	17
	0
	-9
	26

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	2/10/28(--)
	13
	1
	9
	13

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	27/40/22(--)
	6
	DNP
	3
	17


                                                                       (17.0/16.5/19.5 Average)                                       (1.33 Average)               (6.50 Average)       (15.75 Avg) 4th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (7),   Top-10’s (20),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (14),   Not on lead lap (19),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 4 / 3rd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 26 / 6th (59 pts. behind Leader / +3 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	24/2/4(--)
	18
	4
	43
	3(-25)

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	33/43/11(-3)
	18
	-4
	19
	11(-49)

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	41/7/8(+2)
	16
	1
	24
	6(-44)

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	NA/NA/35(--)
	2
	DNP
	-1
	20


                                                                       (32.7/17.3/14.5 Average)                                     (0.33 Average)               (21.25 Average)       (10.00 Avg) 1st 
Poles (4),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (5),   Top-5’s (15),   Top-10’s (28),   Lap Leaders (4),   Led a Lap (24),   Not on lead lap (15),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 1 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 85 / LEADER (-8 pt. swing with Line-Pro)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	26/30/6(--)
	18
	1
	20
	9(-48)

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	35/17/14(--)
	17
	0
	1
	19

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	16/34/24(-1)
	13
	-1
	-17
	32

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	NA/NA/38(-2)
	6
	DNP
	-9
	26


                                                                       (25.7/27.0/20.5 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)              (-1.25 Average)       (21.50 Avg) 7th 

Poles (2),   DNQ’s (1),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (10),   Top-10’s (15),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (13),   Not on lead lap (23),   DNF’s (9)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = 0 / 6th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -5 / 7th (90 pts. behind Leader /-1 pt. swing)
TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	9/1/1(--)
	18
	7
	68
	1(+22)

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	36/4/18(--)
	16
	3
	-10
	29

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	32/36/17(-2)
	18
	-1
	4
	15

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	1/15/26(--)
	2
	DNP
	-5
	22


                                                                       (19.5/14.0/15.5 Average)                                       (3.00 Average)              (14.25 Average)      (16.75 Avg) 6th 
Poles (3),   DNQ’s (3),   Wins (8),   Top-5’s (16),   Top-10’s (22),   Lap Leaders (4),   Led a Lap (21),   Not on lead lap (21),   DNF’s (7)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 9 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 57 / 3rd (28 pts. behind Leader / +8 pt. swing)

(  Next week we head to the mid-west and home of the meat packing industry.  Sweet Home Chicago.

See you in the Prairie State,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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