2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #16 – SONOMA RECAP 06/22/08
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(  POLE   Kasey Kahne #9 Dodge (92.153 mph / 77.740 seconds) – 2nd of Season / 16th Career / 1st on a Road Course
(  WINNER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 5th of Season / 9th Career / 1st Career Road Course victory in seven starts
(  MOST LAPS LED   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 4th of Season
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+103 over Jeff Burton)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   COUSIN TODD (+30 over SLIPCHUCK)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+20 over Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)
(  ONE FOR THE ROAD – LINE-PRO’S BUSCH POSTS FIRST CAREER ROAD WIN, 5th OF SEASON – BIG RON’S HARDICK WHEEL HOPS AND RUINS TOP-5 FINISHES FOR FREAK’S McMURRAY AND SPEEDRACER’S STEWART – THROTTLE ROCKET MISSES OUT ON A TOP-5 FROM MEARS – BIG RON’S HARDICK DROPS OUT OF TOP-12 AND MURPH’S KENSETH GETS IN – LINE-PRO WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – LINE-PRO REACHES DOUBLE DIGIT AVERAGE (10.25 PER DRIVER) – COUSIN TODD REMAINS THE LEADER AND INCREASES THE DISTANCE OVER SLIPCHUCK TO (30 POINTS) – NO ONE MOVES IN THE STANDINGS - Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy moves from 30th to the win and the 5th green-white-checkers of the season.  In NASCAR history, only Speedracer’s Mr. Juanderful started from further back for a win at Sonoma (32nd).  Kyle wasted no time in moving from 30th to 12th by the first pit stop.  When Cousin Todd’s The Biff gave up the lead by spinning himself out, Busch took over and never looked back.  It’s Kyle’s 5th victory in sixteen races and 4th time being the Lap Leader.  Murph’s David Gilliland had his best career finish picking up his 1st top-5 of the season and finishing 2nd.  Throttle Rocket’s Jeff Gordon gets his 7th top-5 and finishes 3rd.  Freak’s Clint Bowyer rallies from four weeks finishing 25th or worse and gets his 4th top-5 and finishes 4th.  Throttle Rocket Did Not Play Casey Mears who finished 5th.  Murph’s Matt Kenseth has moved up 10 positions in the last six races.  Murph gets his 1st DNF of the season.  Nice run Murph!  Line-Pro wins the race (9 points) and wins the weekend (9 points).  Line-Pro’s last race win was with Kyle Busch at Dover on 06/01/08 and Line-Pro’s last weekend win was at Darlington on 05/10/08.  Cousin Todd’s Kasey wins the Pole and the last time Cousin Todd had the Pole was also with Kasey at Pocono on 06/08/08.  Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy is the Lap Leader and the last time Line-Pro had the Lap Leader was also with Kyle at Darlington on 05/10/08.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Brother is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+103 points) over Slipchuck’s Mayor Burton.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kyle Busch after Michigan on 06/15/08.  Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (61 points), (+20 points) over Slipchuck’s Junior.  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. #1 Ranked Driver was with Kyle Busch after Michigan on 06/15/08. – With Kasey’s 2nd Pole, Cousin Carl’s 12th top-10 and all three drivers leading a lap, Cousin Todd gets (4 points) and remains in the Leader position (5th consecutive week / 13th week of season / 85 points).  The last time Cousin Todd had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after Michigan on 06/15/08. – With all her drivers finishing on the lead lap, Slipchuck remains in 2nd (30 points) back. – With Clint Jack’s 4th top-5, Freak remains in 3rd (33 points) back – With Kyle’s 5th win and 4th Lap Leader and Mr. Newman’s 6th top-10, Line-Pro remains in 4th (44 points) back.  Throttle Rocket and Speedracer remain in the negative numbers.  The DNQ this week was from Throttle Rocket’s J.J. Yeley.  The DNF this week was from Murph’s Bobby Labonte.  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 60 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 53.  Freak’s Kid Denny Hamlin has only three DNF’s in his 95 career starts.
By Reid Spencer / Sporting News Wire Service
SONOMA, Calif. -- Jeff Gordon was shocked that Kyle Busch was able to keep his car on the racetrack for 112 laps Sunday. But at this point, nothing Busch does should surprise us. Busch led 78 of the 112 laps and pulled away from runner-up David Gilliland and Gordon during a green-white-checkered-flag finish to win Sunday's Toyota/Save Mart 350 at Infineon Raceway. Busch, the series points leader, picked up his first win on a road course, his fifth victory of the season and the ninth of his career. Busch increased his lead in the Cup standings to 103 over second-place Jeff Burton, who kept his streak of 16 consecutive top-15 finishes alive with a 13th-place result at the 1.99-mile, 12-turn venue. Gordon came home third after emerging unscathed from a melee involving Jamie McMurray, Tony Stewart and Kevin Harvick on Lap 105 of the scheduled 110-lap race. Clint Bowyer was fourth, followed by Casey Mears and last year's winner, Juan Montoya. "I'm kind of shocked," said Gordon, a five-time Infineon winner who fought handling problems early in the race. "He [Busch] went by me at the beginning, and his car looked about as bad as mine was. It was sliding all over the place. "To get the car up front and being able to maintain that position -- if you can keep the car on the racetrack, you get credit from me. If he can win here, he's probably going to think he can win anywhere -- and maybe he can." After Stewart, Harvick and McMurray spun away their chances for victory, Busch led the field to a restart on Lap 108, but a wreck involving Stewart, Scott Pruett and Denny Hamlin deep in the field brought out the sixth caution of the race and sent the event to two laps of overtime. After disappointing practice sessions and a 30th-place qualifying effort in the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota, Busch's team made wholesale changes to the car. "When we were here on Friday, I thought it was going to be a miserable weekend," Busch said. "I was wondering which tire barrier I was going to put it in. But we came so far. We've never turned a racecar around so much. We came from 30th to 13th during that first green-flag run before the first caution -- that was pretty cool. "It was a pretty good race, considering how we thought we were going to be, with the way we unloaded. We changed everything." Busch was strong enough to pull away from his pursuers on every restart. Hampering Gilliland's and Gordon's efforts to catch him was a slick track made more treacherous by automotive fluids and oil-dry from earlier incidents. "There was so much stuff on the racetrack," said Gilliland, who posted the best finish of his Cup career. "It was super slick on the last lap, so as far as challenging for the lead -- it was everything I could do to stay on the racetrack." The first caution, for debris in Turn 11, occurred during a cycle of green-flag pit stops and scrambled the running order, completely changing the complexion of the season's first road-course event. On the winning end of the exchange were Busch, Montoya, Stewart and Gordon, who already had come to pit road under green. Foremost among those hurt by the yellow flag was Jimmie Johnson, who had passed pole-sitter Kasey Kahne for the lead on Lap 5 and held the top spot for 27 laps. Johnson hadn't pitted when the first caution flag flew and was shuffled back to 12th after stopping under caution. Busch inherited the lead for a restart on Lap 33 and dominated the race until he pitted from the top spot on Lap 69. Johnson and Carl Edwards again got caught out during that cycle when a caution for a wreck involving the Robby Gordon, Kurt Busch and Max Papis interrupted the pit sequence on Lap 70. After pit stops under caution, Kyle Busch had the lead again and held it through four subsequent yellow flags and the restart for the two-lap shootout on Lap 111. Notes: Johnson, the two-time defending points champion, finished 15th and held onto the fifth spot in the Cup standings, but he's now 326 points and four victories behind Busch, his former teammate at Hendrick Motorsports. ... With an eighth-place finish -- his first top-10 in nine starts at Infineon -- Matt Kenseth took over 12th in the championship standings, supplanting Harvick (30th on Sunday), who fell three positions to 13th.  The winner averaged 76.445 mph with a margin of victory of 1.716 seconds.  The race was slowed 6 times with 14 laps run under caution.  There were 5 lead changes among 5 drivers and 31 drivers finished on the lead lap.
GIBBERISH by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

Sonoma was boring…
A YEAR AGO IN THE M.A.N.P.C.C: Slipchuck was the LEADER with (35 points).  Cousin Todd was 2nd (2 points back).  Big Ron was 3rd (5 points back) and Murph was 4th (9 points back).
LEAGUE NOTES: Cousin Todd’s Greg Biffle and Kasey Kahne, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy, and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League in Poles (2) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt leads the League in DNQ’s (3) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League with wins (5) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League in top-5’s (10) – Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl leads the League in top-10’s (12) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle leads the League being the Lap Leader (4) – Big Ron’s Johnson and Line-Pro’s Kyle lead the League with most races led (12) – Slipchuck’s Mayor Burton, Murph’s Little Buddy Gilligan and Cousin Todd’s Barney Rubble Riggs lead the League with fewest lap down finishes (1) – Murph’s Bobby Labonte and Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears lead the League with most lap down finishes (9) – Speedracer’s Smokeless and Robby Gordon, Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy and Casey Mears and Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt lead the League in DNF’s (3).  Cousin Todd is the only Team to have three drivers in the ManP.C.C. top-12.  Freak is the only Team to have all four drivers in positive numbers.  Freak leads the League with fewest DNF’s (1 Tie).  Speedracer leads the League with the fewest led laps (9) and with the most drivers not on the lead lap (28).  Big Slim does not have a League leading stat in any category.  Slipchuck leads the League with fewest drivers not on the lead lap (13 Tie).  Murph leads the League with fewest DNF’s (1 Tie).  Cousin Todd leads the League in Poles (4), top-5’s (14), top-10’s (26), Lap Leaders (4 Tie), with most led laps (23) and fewest drivers not on the lead lap (13 Tie).  Throttle Rocket leads the League with the most DNF’s (9).  Line-Pro leads the League in DNQ’s (3), wins (6) and Lap Leaders (4 Tie).  Only Speedracer’s Sorenson, Big Ron’s Smith, Murph’s Labonte, Cousin Todd’s Rigg’s, Throttle Rocket’s Yeley and Line-Pro’s Menard do not have a top-10 finish this season.
There were no highest movers this week.  There were no biggest losers this week.
Freak, Speedracer, Big Ron, Slipchuck, Murph, Cousin Todd, Throttle Rocket and Line-Pro hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	19/4/10
	15
	3
	19
	10(-42)

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	13/27/8
	16
	0
	25
	6(-36)

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	18/18/20
	11
	0
	3
	18

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	38/24/14
	6
	DNP
	5
	15


                                                                       (22.0/18.3/13.0 Average)                                       (1.00 Average)              (13.00 Average)      (12.25 Avg) 2nd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (10),   Top-10’s (22),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (19),   Not on lead lap (15),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 3 / 3rd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 52 / 3rd (33 pts. behind Leader / -1 pt. swing)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	39/10/11
	16
	1
	13
	12(-48)

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	21/6/19
	13
	1
	-6
	23

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	NA/NA/34
	9
	DNP
	-9
	27

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	8/36/32
	10
	-1
	-15
	30


                                                                       (22.7/17.3/24.0 Average)                                        (0.33 Average)             (-4.25 Average)       (23.00 Avg) 8th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (11),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (9),   Not on lead lap (28),   DNF’s (8)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = 1 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -17 / 8th (102 pts. behind Leader / -3 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	2/15/5
	16
	1
	29
	4(-32)

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	16/20/29
	9
	0
	-7
	25

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	32/30/13
	16
	0
	8
	13

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	NA/NA/33
	7
	DNP
	-4
	21


                                                                    (16.7/21.7/20.0 Average)                                          (0.33 Average)               (6.50 Average)        (15.75Avg) 4th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (14),   Lap Leaders (3),   Led a Lap (19),   Not on lead lap (20),   DNF’s (3)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = 1 / 4th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 26 / 5th (59 pts. behind Leader / -3 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	15/12/3
	16
	0
	41
	2(-20)

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	20/13/2
	16
	0
	27
	5(-34)

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	42/40/28
	7
	DNP
	-6
	23

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	6/19/25
	9
	0
	-7
	25


                                                                       (20.8/21.0/14.5 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)             (13.75 Average)      (13.75 Avg) 3rd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (11),   Top-10’s (23),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (18),   Not on lead lap (13),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   = 0 / 6th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 55 / 2nd (30 pts. behind Leader) (-4 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	33/8/12
	16
	1
	20
	9(-41)

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	4/39/23
	15
	-4
	-10
	28

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	NA/NA/27
	12
	DNP
	8
	13

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	31/2/21
	5
	3
	4
	17


                                                                       (22.7/16.3/20.8 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)               (5.50 Average)       (16.75 Avg) 5th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (17),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (14),   Not on lead lap (18),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 0 / 6th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 22 / 6th (63 pts. behind Leader / -4 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	12/9/4
	16
	2
	39
	3(-22)

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	10/11/7
	16
	1
	23
	8(-38)

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	1/33/9
	14
	1
	24
	7(-37)

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	NA/NA/35
	2
	DNP
	-1
	19


                                                                       (07.7/17.7/13.8 Average)                                     (1.33 Average)               (21.25 Average)       (09.25 Avg) 1st 
Poles (4),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (5),   Top-5’s (14),   Top-10’s (26),   Lap Leaders (4),   Led a Lap (23),   Not on lead lap (13),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 4 / 2nd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 85 / LEADER (-5 pt. swing with Line-Pro)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	5/3/6
	16
	3
	19
	10(-42)

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	25/16/17
	15
	0
	-2
	20

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	23/5/24
	12
	DNP
	-16
	31

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	NA/NA/36
	5
	-5
	-12
	29


                                                                       (17.7/08.0/20.8 Average)                                      (-0.67 Average)              (-2.75 Average)       (22.50 Avg) 7th 

Poles (2),   DNQ’s (1),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (8),   Top-10’s (13),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (12),   Not on lead lap (22),   DNF’s (9)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = -2 / 8th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -11 / 7th (96 pts. behind Leader / -6 pt. swing)
TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	30/1/1
	16
	9
	61
	1(+20)

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	3/32/22
	14
	-1
	-20
	32

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	9/7/16
	16
	1
	5
	15

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	29/34/26
	2
	DNP
	-5
	22


                                                                       (17.8/18.5/16.3 Average)                                       (3.00 Average)              (10.25 Average)      (17.50 Avg) 6th 
Poles (3),   DNQ’s (3),   Wins (6),   Top-5’s (13),   Top-10’s (19),   Lap Leaders (4),   Led a Lap (19),   Not on lead lap (20),   DNF’s (7)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 9 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 41 / 4th (44 pts. behind Leader / +5 pt. swing)

(  Next week we HEAD back EAST to the New England states and the flat one-mile track at New Hampshire.
See you in the Granite State,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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