2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #10 – RICHMOND RECAP 05/03/08
[image: image10.jpg]


  [image: image2.jpg]


  [image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]


  [image: image5.jpg]


  [image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]


  [image: image8.jpg]


  [image: image9.jpg]



(  POLE   Denny Hamlin #11 Toyota (126.198 mph / 21.395 seconds) – 1st of Season / 6th Career / 2nd at Richmond
(  WINNER   Clint Bowyer #07 Chevy – 1st of Season / 2nd Career
(  MOST LAPS LED   Denny Hamlin #11 Toyota – 1st of Season / 381 laps is a Richmond record
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+18 over Jeff Burton)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   FREAK (+2 over COUSIN TODD)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+6 over Carl Edwards)
(  RUCKUS IN RICHMOND AS DRAMA UNFOLDS FOR LEADERS IN CLOSING LAPS – SOMEHOW FREAK’S BOWYER WINS AS FREAK’S HAMLIN AND SLIPCHUCK’S JUNIOR COME OH SO CLOSE –– FREAK KNOCKS COUSIN TODD OUT OF FIRST – FREAK WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – FREAK BECOMES THE LEADER – FREAK, COUSIN TODD AND LINE-PRO MOVE IN THE STANDINGS – Freak’s Kid Denny had the race locked up at his home track in Richmond, but just like the bad luck I had with my right-rear Rodeo tire in O.C. MD. last weekend, Hamlin also developed a slow leak in his right-front tire.  Damn the luck!  Up until Lap 382, Denny never gave up the lead on the track or in the pits.  The winning move of the race eventually proved to be after Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy knocked Slipchuck’s Junior out of contention, and Freak’s Clint Jack shot to the inside to avoid the carnage and take over the lead and gets his 2nd victory in 83 career Sprint Cup starts.  Cousin Todd and Freak reach double digits in total average scoring, (10.00 points) and (10.50 points), respectively.  Freak wins the race (7 points) and wins the weekend (9 points) and moves into the Leader position (42 points).  Freak’s last race win was with Denny Hamlin at Martinsville on 03/30/08 and Freak’s last weekend win was at Talladega on 04/27/08.  Freak’s Denny Hamlin wins the Pole and the last time Freak had the Pole was with Clint Bowyer at New Hampshire on 09/16/07.  Freak’s Kid Denny is the Lap Leader and the last time Freak had the Lap Leader was also with Hamlin at Talladega on 10/07/07.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Brother is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+18 points) over Slipchuck’s Mayor Burton.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kyle Busch after Bristol on 03/16/08.  Line-Pro’s Brother Kyle has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (34 points), (+9 points) over Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl.  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. #1 Ranked Driver was with Kyle Busch after Talladega on 04/27/08. – With the Pole and Lap Leader from Kid Denny and the win from Clint Jack, Freak gets (9 points), and moves into the Leader position (42 points).  The last time Freak had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after Texas on 11/05/06. – With only top-10’s from Cousin Carl and Kasey Kahne, Cousin Todd drops one spot into 2nd (2 points) back. – With only a lap led from Junior, Slipchuck remains in 3rd (10 points) back. – With a top-10 from Hardick and lap down finishes from Jimmy Boy and Regan Smith, Big Ron remains in 4th (Tie) (20 points) back.  With a top-5 from Kyle, and a top-10 from Mr. Newman, Line-Pro moves up one spot into 4th (Tie) (20 points) back.  Throttle Rocket remains in the negative numbers and Speedracer has (1 point).  There were no DNQ’s this week.  The DNF’s this week were from Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears and Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt (2nd consecutive).  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 54 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 47.  Freak’s Kid Denny Hamlin has only two DNF’s in his 89 career starts.
By Reid Spencer / Sporting News Wire Service
RICHMOND, Va. -- In a heartbreaking race for Virginia native Denny Hamlin and victory-starved Dale Earnhardt Jr., Clint Bowyer stole a win in Saturday night's Crown Royal 400 at Richmond International Raceway. In fact, Bowyer's victory was merely a footnote during an evening that produced high drama in NASCAR's top series. For more than 390 laps, they'd seen what amounted to a comprehensive spanking by local favorite Denny Hamlin, from the Richmond suburb of Chesterfield. But when Hamlin suffered a flat tire and brought out the race's 10th, and next-to-last caution, everything changed. Within three laps of a victory that would have ended a two-year, 71-race drought, Earnhardt Jr. smacked the outside wall in Turn 3 after Kyle Busch slid up the track into Junior's No. 88 Chevrolet as the two drivers battled for the lead on Lap 398.  The result was a crashed No. 88 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet for Earnhardt, which he still managed to drive to 15th on the lead lap; interrupted momentum for Busch's No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota, which relegated it to second; and a snake-like move from third to Victory Lane for Childress' driver, Clint Bowyer, who scooted through and scored the victory in the No. 07 Chevrolet.  Busch held off Mark Martin to finish second, after angry fans threw beer cans over the catch fence onto the track as the cars circled under the caution period leading up to a green-white-checkered finish. Tony Stewart posted a solid fourth-place finish, followed by Martin Truex Jr. Bowyer, who won for the first time this year and the second time in his career, pulled away on the two-lap dash that extended the race 10 laps beyond its scheduled distance. Hamlin had the race's dominant car, but the No. 11 Toyota wasn't a factor at the end. Hamlin led a track-record 381 laps before surrendering the top spot to Earnhardt on Lap 383 after developing a slow leak in his right-front tire. Hamlin finished 24th, three laps down. Earnhardt salvaged a 15th-place result and remained third in the championship standings. "We took advantage of a misfortune," Bowyer said, "but our Chevrolet was fast all day. ... It was pretty wild up there -- it was bound to happen. They were racing hard. That's what racing at Richmond is all about, in my opinion. It just didn't work out [for either]." But the story was the near-win for Earnhardt, who came tantalizingly close to his first points victory as a driver for Hendrick Motorsports. "I've seen the replay, and Tony [Eury] Jr. [Earnhardt's crew chief] said it looked like Kyle got loose underneath me," Earnhardt said. "We'd been racing each other before, and we had no problem. I've been priding myself on running good all year, and [Saturday night] we got wrecked. It's disappointing." Busch had his own version of events. "Junior and I were just racing hard into Turn 3," said Busch, who took over the championship lead by 18 points over Jeff Burton. "It was just a product of good, hard racing. If I had wanted to do it deliberately, I would have waited till the last lap, when I probably still could have won the race." Hamlin led 229 of the first 230 laps in a race that produced little carnage until contact between Carl Edwards' Ford and J.J. Yeley's Toyota on Lap 230 triggered a massive pile-up in Turn 3 that necessitated a stoppage to remove debris from the track. Sustaining severe damage in the 14-car melee were the Dodges of Kurt Busch and Patrick Carpentier, the Fords of Matt Kenseth and David Gilliland and the Chevrolet of two-time defending Cup champion Jimmie Johnson. Burton also caught a piece of the crash but sustained only minor damage; he remained on the lead lap and finished 11th. Jeff Gordon went a lap down to Hamlin on Lap 43 of the opening green-flag run, but Gordon got the lap back on a free pass for a restart on Lap 145 and rallied for a ninth-place finish. The winner averaged 95.786 mph with a margin of victory of 0.439 seconds.  The race was slowed 11 times with 62 laps run under caution.  There were 4 lead changes among 4 drivers and 16 drivers finished on the lead lap.
GIBBERISH by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

Well Slipchuck, I have to admit.  The first 381 of 382 laps (Denny led 381 and A.J. Allmendinger led one) of Richmond were boring.  Of course for me, my feelings were different. You know, feelings of “This is too good to be true?”  Meaning that Kid Denny winning the Pole and running away with the race at Richmond.  He had a perfect car and said that he was just riding it out and if someone moved up to challenge, Denny would just put the pedal to the metal and pull away.  And of course again, those feelings came true for Denny and me.  In the post-race interview, Denny admitted that, “God just didn’t want me to win at Richmond today”.  "You don't have many days like this," added Hamlin, who was cruising in the same car he won with at Martinsville. "Dominating days like this just don't happen. There's just nothing you can say other than it just wasn't meant to be."  Also consider that Hamlin has led 630 laps this year, compared to 398 for Kyle Busch and 306 for Carl Edwards. If you want to throw Jeff Burton -- who led the points standings the past four weeks before Busch went back on top -- out there, he's led only 61.  …But overall, what impressed me most about my team was that it was Denny’s race to win, and when he couldn’t another of my team stepped in for the win.  I had forgotten that the 07 was in 3rd place when Kyle and Junior were duking it out.  And all of a sudden I realized, “Holy Crap!  Bowyer is in the lead!”  Clint was in the right place at the right time.  And thanks to Mark Martin for keeping Kyle occupied in those closing laps and congrats to Clint for moving up from a 31st place start to the victory – a Richmond record.  …The 7th start and 3rd place finish for Mark Martin gives him more top-10 finishes than 19 drivers who have competed in every race this season. In driver points, he's ahead of six drivers who have started every race, 13 who have started as many as Martin.  Richmond International Raceway Fast Facts … Clint Bowyer won the Crown Royal presents the Dan Lowry 400, his second victory in 83 Sprint Cup Series races. His other win came at New Hampshire in September 2007.  This is his first victory and seventh top-10 finish in 2008... This is his first victory and third top-10 finish in five races at Richmond... Kyle Busch (second) posted his sixth top-10 finish in seven races at Richmond and tied his best finish here for the second time. It is his seventh top-10 finish in 2008.  Mark Martin (third) posted his 24th top-10 finish in 45 races at Richmond.  Regan Smith (21st) was the highest finishing rookie.  Denny Hamlin led 381 laps, setting the record for the number of laps led in a 400-lap race at Richmond. He eclipsed the mark of 369 set by Bobby Allison in September 1979. The record for laps led all-time at Richmond is 488 of 500 on the .500-mile configuration by David Pearson in September 1970.(NASCAR Statistics)(5-3-2008)  LEAGUE NOTES: Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy leads the League in Poles (2) – Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt leads the League in DNQ’s (3) – Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl leads the League with wins (3) – Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy leads the League in top-5’s (6) – Freak’s Clint Jack, Slipchuck’s Junior and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League in top-10’s (7) – Speedracer’s Smokeless, Big Ron’s Johnson, Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl and Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy lead the League being the Lap Leader (2) – Slipchuck’s Junior leads the League with most races led (8) – Slipchuck’s Mayor Burton leads the League with fewest lap down finishes (0) and Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears leads the League with most lap down finishes (7) – Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy and Casey Mears and Line-Pro’s Brother Kurt lead the League in DNF’s (3).
Team FREAK’s Clint Jack gets his 1st win, 3rd top-5 and 2nd in three races, his 7th top-10 and 7th consecutive and led his 4th race.  Kid Denny gets his 1st Pole, is the Lap Leader for the 1st time, led a lap for the 5th race and went a lap down for the 3rd time.  Young David Ragan is the 1st car not on the lead lap goes a lap down for the 2nd time.  Freak moves up one spot and becomes the ManPac Leader.  Freak leads the League with top-10’s (16) and fewest DNF’s (0 Tie).
Team SPEEDRACER’s Smokeless gets his 4th top-5 and 1st in four races.  Mr. Juanderful gets his 3rd lap down finish.  Reed finishes on the lead lap.  Speedracer remains in 7th place.  Speedracer leads the League having the Lap Leader (2 Tie) and the fewest led laps (6).
Team BIG RON’s Johnson gets his 3rd lap down finish and 1st in five races.  Hardick gets his 5th top-5 and 1st in five races.  Regan Smith gets his 4th lap down finish.  Big Ron remains in 4th place (Tie).  Big Slim leads the League having the Lap Leader (2 Tie).
Team SLIPCHUCK’s Junior led his 8th race.  Mayor Burton finishes on the lead lap.  Virginia Elliot goes a lap down for the 4th race.  Slipchuck remains in 3rd place.  Slipchuck leads the League with most led laps (14) and fewest drivers not on the lead lap (8).
Team MURPH’s Matt the Brat gets his 5th lap down finish and 3rd consecutive.  Bobby L. finishes on the lead lap.  Mark the Man gets his 2nd top-5 and 2nd consecutive.  Murph remains in 6th place.  Murph leads the League with fewest DNF’s (0 Tie).
Team COUSIN TODD’s Cousin Carl gets his 6th top-10 and 4th in five races.  The Biff finishes on the lead lap.  Kasey gets his 4th top-10.  Cousin Todd drops one spot into 2nd place.  Cousin Todd leads the League with wins (3 Tie), and Lap Leaders (2 Tie).
Team THROTTLE ROCKET’s Jeffy Boy gets his 4th top-10 and 1st in four races.  Marty Junior gets his 1st top-5, 3rd top-10 and 2nd in three races.  Casey gets his 7th lap down finish and 3rd DNF.  Throttle Rocket remains in 8th place.  Throttle Rocket leads the League in Poles (2 Tie), with the most drivers not on the lead leap (17) and most DNF’s (8).
Team LINE-PRO’s Bro Rowdy gets his 6th top-5 and 3rd in four races and his 7th top-10 and 4th consecutive.  Brother Kurt gets his 6th lap down finish and 5th consecutive and his 3rd DNF and 2nd consecutive.  Mr. Newman gets his 5th top-10 and 3rd in four races.  Line-Pro moves up one spot into 4th place (Tie).  Line-Pro leads the League in Poles (2 Tie), DNQ’s (3), wins (3 Tie), top-5’s (9) and Lap Leaders (2 Tie).
(  TEAM FREAK FISHER moves from 2nd to The Leader (1st consecutive week / 1st week of season / 42 points)  DNP, J. McMurray (finished 35th with a DNF) / Pole, D. Hamlin; Winner, C. Bowyer; 1 top five, C. Bowyer; 1 top ten, C. Bowyer; Lap Leader, D. Hamlin; 2 led a lap, C. Bowyer, D. Hamlin; 2 not on lead lap, D. Hamlin, D. Ragan and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN remains 7th (-41)  DNP, R. Gordon (finished 26th and a lap down) / 1 top five, T. Stewart; 1 top ten, T. Stewart; 0 led a lap; 1 not on lead lap, J. Montoya and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM BIG RON FRITZ remains 4th (Tie) (-20)  DNP, D. Blaney (finished 18th and a lap down) / 0 top five; 1 top ten, K. Harvick; 0 led a lap; 2 not on lead lap, J. Johnson, R. Smith and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER remains 3rd (-10)  DNP, D. Reutimann (finished 22nd and a lap down) / 0 top five; 0 top ten; 1 led a lap, D. Earnhardt, Jr.; 1 not on lead lap, E. Sadler and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM MURPH MURPHY remains 6th (-31)  DNP, D. Gilliland (finished 41st with a DNF) / 1 top five, M. Martin; 1 top ten, M. Martin; 0 led a lap; 1 not on lead lap, M. Kenseth and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER moves from The Leader to 2nd (-2)  DNP, S. Riggs (finished 19th and a lap down) / 0 top five; 2 top ten, C. Edwards, K. Kahne; 0 led a lap; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER remains 8th (-58)  DNP, J.J. Yeley (finished 34th and a lap down) / 1 top five, M. Truex, Jr.; 2 top ten, J. Gordon, M. Truex, Jr.; 0 led a lap; 1 not on lead lap, C. Mears and 1 DNF from C. Mears.
(  TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER moves from 5th to 4th (Tie) (-20)  DNP, P. Menard (finished 31st and a lap down) / 1 top five, Kyle Busch; 2 top ten, Kyle Busch, R. Newman; 0 led a lap; 1 not on lead lap, Kurt Busch and 1 DNF from Kurt Busch.
(The highest movers this week were Freak (+1) and Line-Pro (+1).  The biggest loser this week was Cousin Todd (-1).
Speedracer, Big Ron, Slipchuck, Murph, and Throttle Rocket hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	31/1/4
	10
	7
	19
	7(-15)

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	1/24/6
	10
	3
	22
	4(-12)

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	20/35/26
	6
	DNP
	-1
	20

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	13/17/14
	4
	-1
	2
	16


                                                                       (16.3/19.3/12.5 Average)                                       (3.00 Average)              (10.50 Average)       (11.75 Avg) 2nd 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (8),   Top-10’s (16),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (10),   Not on lead lap (9),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 9 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 42 / LEADER (+7 pt. swing with Cousin Todd)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	15/4/8
	10
	3
	13
	8(-21)

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	6/32/16
	7
	-1
	1
	17

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	5/12/31
	7
	0
	-8
	29

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	38/26/29
	6
	DNP
	-5
	26


                                                                       (16.0/18.5/21.0 Average)                                        (0.67 Average)             (0.25 Average)        (20.00 Avg) 7th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (5),   Top-10’s (8),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (6),   Not on lead lap (15),   DNF’s (4)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = 2 / 2nd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 1 / 7th (41 pts. behind Leader / -7 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	12/30/7
	10
	-1
	24
	3(-10)

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	17/18/35
	5
	DNP
	-9
	30

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	11/8/5
	10
	1
	10
	10(-24)

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	26/21/33
	5
	-1
	-3
	23


                                                                    (16.5/19.3/20.0 Average)                                       (-0.33 Average)                 (5.50 Average)       (16.50 Avg) 6th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (9),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (13),   Not on lead lap (14),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = -1 / 8th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 22 / 4th (Tie) (20 pts. behind Leader / -10 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	22/15/3
	10
	1
	22
	4(-12)

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	33/11/2
	10
	0
	21
	6(-13)

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	14/22/30
	3
	DNP
	-5
	26

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	8/20/25
	7
	-1
	-6
	28


                                                                       (19.3/17.0/15.0 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)             (8.00 Average)        (16.00 Avg) 4th 
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (6),   Top-10’s (14),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (14),   Not on lead lap (8),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   =0 / 5th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 32 / 3rd (10 pts. behind Leader) (-9 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	24/38/22
	10
	-1
	5
	13

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	39/13/18
	9
	0
	-4
	24

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	2/3/28
	7
	3
	9
	11(-25)

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	40/41/20
	4
	DNP
	1
	17


                                                                       (26.3/23.8/22.0 Average)                                       (0.67 Average)               (2.75 Average)       (16.25 Avg) 5th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (3),   Top-10’s (9),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (9),   Not on lead lap (13),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 2 / 2nd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 11 / 6th (31 pts. behind Leader / -7 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	19/7/10
	10
	1
	25
	2(-9)

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	23/14/9
	10
	0
	12
	9(-22)

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	9/10/12
	8
	1
	4
	15

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	30/19/27
	2
	DNP
	-1
	20


                                                                       (20.3/12.5/14.5 Average)                                     (0.67 Average)              (10.00 Average)        (11.50 Avg) 1st 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (3),   Top-5’s (7),   Top-10’s (15),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (10),   Not on lead lap (9),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 2 / 2nd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 40 / 2nd (2 pts. behind Leader / -7 pt. swing)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	28/9/13
	10
	1
	5
	13

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	3/5/15
	9
	3
	-4
	24

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	16/36/23
	9
	-4
	-15
	31

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	43/34/36
	2
	DNP
	-2
	22


                                                                       (22.5/21.0/21.8 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)             (-4.00 Average)       (22.50 Avg) 8th 

Poles (2),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (4),   Top-10’s (8),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (7),   Not on lead lap (17),   DNF’s (8)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = 0 / 5th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -16 / 8th (58 pts. behind Leader / -9 pt. swing)
TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	7/2/1
	10
	3
	34
	1(+9)

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	21/42/24
	10
	-4
	-21
	32

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	10/6/11
	10
	1
	9
	11(-25)

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	25/31/21
	0
	DNP
	0
	19


                                                                       (15.8/20.3/14.3 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)               (5.50 Average)       (15.75 Avg) 3rd 
Poles (2),   DNQ’s (3),   Wins (3),   Top-5’s (9),   Top-10’s (13),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (11),   Not on lead lap (12),   DNF’s (4)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 0 / 5th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 22 / 4th (Tie) (20 pts. behind Leader / -9 pt. swing)

(  Next week is our 2nd consecutive Saturday night race followed by Mother’s Day on Sunday.  Throttle Rocket and I will be in Norfolk Virginia at an Auntie Anne’s event.  Hopefully there will be a Sports Bar nearby.
See you in The Palmetto State,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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