2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #4 – ATLANTA RECAP 03/09/08
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(  POLE   Jeff Gordon #24 Chevy (185.251 mph / 29.927 seconds) – 1st of Season / 64th Career

(  WINNER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 1st of Season / 5th Career / 1st NASCAR Cup race victory for Toyota
(  MOST LAPS LED   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 2nd of Season
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+73 over Greg Biffle)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   COUSIN TODD (+10 over LINE-PRO)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota (+7 over Carl Edwards)
(  LINE-PRO’S BUSCH RETURNS 18 TO VICTORY LANE, GIVES TOYOTA FIRST WIN – SPEEDRACER’S SMOKELESS GIVES MAKE 1-2 FINISH, THEN BLASTS TIRES…AGAIN – LINE-PRO WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – COUSIN TODD REMAINS THE LEADER – SLIPCHUCK, MURPH AND LINE-PRO MOVE IN THE STANDINGS – Line-Pro’s Brother Rowdy Kyle drives like a madman all weekend and get’s Toyota their first big-time win and Line-Pro’s 2nd of the season.  Bro Rowdy takes over the points lead after Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl’s penalty and Kyle remains in the Leader position.  Speedracer’s Smokeless blasted Goodyear.  He mentioned every race series that they had been thrown out of.  You’ve got to love that Tony.  Slipchuck’s Virginia Sadler was finished for the day when he brought out the 3rd consecutive caution that he caused.  Line-Pro wins the race (9 points) and the weekend (8 points) and moves back into 2nd (10 points) back.  Line-Pro’s last race win was with Ryan Newman at Daytona on 02/17/08 and his last weekend win was also at Daytona on 02/17/08.  Throttle Rocket’s Jeffy Boy wins his 64th career Pole and the last time Throttle Rocket had the Pole was with Kurt Busch at Martinsville on 10/22/06 (Alright, Throttle Rocket!  You were the only team to go Poleless in 2007).  Line-Pro’s Bro Rowdy is the Lap Leader and the last time Line-Pro had the Lap Leader was with Brother Kyle at Daytona on 02/17/08.  Line-Pro’s Bro Kyle is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+73 points) over Cousin Todd’s “The Biff”.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kyle after California on 02/25/08.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Brother has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (20 points), (7 points) over Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl.  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. #1 Ranked Driver was with Kyle after California on 02/25/08.  With “The Biff’s” 2nd top-5 and all three drivers leading a lap and even with Kasey’s lap down finish and Carl’s DNF, Cousin Todd gets (1 point) and remains in the Leader position (28 points).  The last time Cousin Todd had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after Las Vegas on 03/02/08.  With the win and Lap Leader from Bro Rowdy and a lap down finish from Mr. Newman, Line-Pro moves up one spot to 2nd (10 points) back.  With her 2nd consecutive top-5 from Junior offset by Virginia Elliot’s DNF, Slipchuck drops one spot to 3rd (16 points) back.  Big Ron’s Johnson struggles for a lead lap finish, but Hardick’s 3rd consecutive top-10 keeps him in 4th (Tie) (21 points) back and with Murph’s Matt The Brat’s 2nd top-10 and Bobby leading a lap, Murph moves up one spot to 4th (Tie) (21 points) back.  Throttle Rocket remains in the negative numbers.  There were no DNQ’s this week.  The DNF’s this week were from Slipchuck’s Virginia Elliot and Cousin Todd’s Cousin Carl.  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 48 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 41.  Kid Denny Hamlin has only two DNF’s in his 83 career starts.
By Sporting News Wire Service
HAMPTON, Ga. -- In what was tantalizingly close to a three-race weekend sweep, Kyle Busch won Sunday's Kobalt Tools 500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway, after the winner of the previous two Sprint Cup races, Carl Edwards, fell out with transmission trouble after 274 of the 325 laps. In posting the fifth victory of his career, by 2.066 seconds over Joe Gibbs Racing teammate Tony Stewart, Busch took Toyota to Victory Lane for the first time in a Cup points race. It was the first triumph in NASCAR's top series for a foreign manufacturer since Al Keller won at the airport road course in Linden, N.J., in a Jaguar in 1954. Dale Earnhardt Jr. finished third, followed by Greg Biffle and pole-sitter Jeff Gordon. Clint Bowyer, Kevin Harvick, Matt Kenseth, Brian Vickers and Jeff Burton completed the top 10. "The 18! The 18! The 18 is back at Atlanta!" Busch exulted on his radio after crossing the finish line, referring to the six wins at Atlanta of one of his predecessors in Joe Gibbs' No. 18 car, Bobby Labonte. Busch, who won Friday's Craftsman Truck Series race and led 153 of the first 170 laps in Saturday's Nationwide Series event before blowing a right-front tire, retained his lead in the Cup point standings by 73 over Biffle, who lost two positions in the final two laps after using up his tires in passing Stewart for second on Lap 310. Edwards began to assert his dominance in the final third of the race, passing Busch for the lead on Lap 240. The driver of the No. 99 Ford, who suffered a 100-point penalty for an oil tank cover violation at Las Vegas, opened an advantage of more than 4 seconds before Elliott Sadler slammed into the inside wall on the backstretch on Lap 261, bringing out the seventh caution of the race. Edwards won the race off pit road, but with smoke trailing from his car, he surrendered the lead to Busch on Lap 269. Edwards regained the point on the following circuit but the smoke worsened, and Edwards ultimately brought his Roush Fenway Racing Ford to the garage 51 laps short of the finish. Despite Edwards' demise, Busch said the No. 99 is the Roush team to beat. "Carl Edwards had the best car here [Sunday] by far," Busch said. "Whatever those guys have figured out over there, it's really scaring us. The 16 [Biffle] doesn't show it, the 17 [Kenseth] doesn't show it, the 26 [Jamie McMurray] doesn't show it, but for some reason that 99 does -- whether it's him driving the thing or whether it's the car, it's definitely something that we've got to work on." Stewart had nothing good to say about the Goodyear's hard tire, but he had nothing but praise for his new teammate, who came to Joe Gibbs racing after finishing the 2007 season with Hendrick Motorsports. "He's amazing," Stewart said. "I'm proud to have him as a teammate. I think he's a huge asset to Joe Gibbs Racing, obviously. It's fun to watch him. When he runs the Truck race, and we're sitting in the bus, I normally don't pay that close attention. But it's just fun to watch him drive, whether it's a Truck or a Nationwide car or the Cup car. "He will drive it far beyond what it's capable of doing. There's no doubt at the end of the day that he's got everything that car's capable of. That's what you want out of a guy -- stuff like driving the thing on the apron in Turn 2 during the Truck race the other day, passing guys. I haven't seen anybody do that here -- not on purpose, at least. He likes a loose car, and it doesn't bother him at all to drive it that way." Notes: Coupled with Busch's victory in Friday's American Commercial Lines 200, the victory in the Kobalt Tools 500 marked the first time a driver has won a Cup race and a Truck Series race in the same weekend. ... Jimmie Johnson, who swept the two Atlanta races last year, nursed an ill-handling car to a 13th-place finish, the last position on the lead lap. ... Earnhardt led the second-most laps, 62, for his second consecutive top-five finish.  The winner averaged 140.975 mph with a margin of victory of 2.066 seconds.  The race was slowed 8 times with 35 laps run under caution.  There were 26 lead changes among 9 drivers and 13 drivers finished on the lead lap.
“GIBBERISH” by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

I had to laugh when Robby was crew chiefing the race for Carl and he radioed to him and called him Matt, but who could blame him.  Robby has never called a race from a top the pit box with anyone else other than with his buddy Matt.  I also had to laugh when Kyle was way out in front and he radioed that, “as bad as this thing is driving, I feel sorry for everyone else”.  It was cool that he paid so much tribute to Bobby Labonte and the #18 after he won for Toyota.  Bobby won six Atlanta races in the Joe Gibbs Racing #18.  I do worry about that Kyle, however.  I wonder if he will just fizzle out sooner or later.  He is constantly driving on the edge and I just wonder if that almost wreckless style of driving of his might start to catch up with him?
Team FREAK’s Clint Jack gets his 1st top-10 and led his 2nd race.  Kid Denny went a lap down for the 2nd race and it was David Ragan’s 1st lap down finish of ’08.  Freak remains in 6th place.  Freak leads the League with fewest DNF’s (0 Tie).
Team SPEEDRACER’s Smokeless gets his 2nd top-5 and 3rd top-10.  Reed goes a lap down for the 1st time and Robby goes a lap down for the 2nd.  Speedracer remains in 7th place.  Speedracer leads the League with the fewest led laps (3 Tie).
Team BIG RON’s Johnson was the last car on the lead lap.  Hardick gets his 3rd consecutive top-10.  Regan Smith gets his 2nd consecutive lap down finish.  Big Ron remains in 4th place (Tie).  Big Slim leads the League in Poles (1 Tie).
Team SLIPCHUCK’s Dale Jr. gets his 2nd consecutive top-5 and 3rd top-10.  Junior also led his 3rd race.  Mayor Burton gets his 3rd top-10 and 2nd consecutive.  Virginia Elliot gets his 2nd lap down finish and his 1st DNF.  Slipchuck falls to 3rd place.  Slipchuck does not lead the League in any category.
Team MURPH’s Matt the Brat gets his 2nd top-10.  Bobby led his 1st race and finished on the lead lap.  Mark went a lap down for the first time in 2008.  Murph moves up to 4th place (Tie).  Murph leads the League with fewest DNF’s (0 Tie).
Team COUSIN TODD’s Cousin Carl gets his 1st lap down finish of the season and his 1st DNF, but led his 3rd race.  The Biff gets his 2nd consecutive top-5 and 3rd top-10 and led his 3rd race.  Kasey gets his 1st lap down finish.  Cousin Todd remains the ManPac Leader.  Cousin Todd leads the League with wins (2 Tie), top-10’s (8), most led laps (9) and fewest drivers not on the lead lap (2 Tie).
Team THROTTLE ROCKET’s Jeffy Boy gets his 1st Pole of the season and 2nd top-5 and top-10 and led his 4th consecutive race.  Marty Junior goes a lap down for the 1st time and Casey for the 3rd.  Throttle Rocket remains in 8th place.  Throttle Rocket leads the League with the most drivers not on the lead leap (7) and most DNF’s (4).
Team LINE-PRO’s Bro Rowdy gets his 1st win, 3rd top-5 and 3rd top-10.  He is also the Lap Leader for the 2nd time and led all four of this season’s races.  Brother Kurt finishes on the lead lap.  Ryan is the 1st car a lap down and it’s only his 1st lap down finish of ’08.  Line-Pro moves up to 2nd place.  Line-Pro leads the League in Poles (1 Tie), DNQ’s (2), wins (2 Tie), top-5’s (5), Lap Leaders (2) and fewest drivers not on the lead lap (2 Tie).
(  TEAM FREAK FISHER remains 6th (-25)  DNP, J. McMurray (finished 40th and a lap down) / 0 top five; 1 top ten, C. Bowyer; 1 led a lap, C. Bowyer; 2 not on lead lap, D. Hamlin, D. Ragan and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN remains 7th (-27)  DNP, J. Montoya (finished 16th and a lap down) / 1 top five, T. Stewart; 1 top ten, T. Stewart; 0 led a lap; 2 not on lead lap, R. Sorenson, R. Gordon and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM BIG RON FRITZ remains 4th (Tie) (-21)  DNP, D. Blaney (finished 34th and a lap down) / 0 top five; 1 top ten, K. Harvick; 0 led a lap; 1 not on lead lap, R. Smith and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER moves from 2nd to 3rd (-16)  DNP, D. Reutimann (finished 20th and a lap down / 1 top five, D. Earnhardt, Jr.; 2 top ten, D. Earnhardt, Jr., J. Burton; 1 led a lap, D. Earnhardt, Jr.; 1 not on lead lap, E. Sadler and 1 DNF from E.Sadler.
(  TEAM MURPH MURPHY moves from 5th to 4th (Tie) (-21)  DNP, D. Gilliland (finished 32nd and a lap down) / 0 top five; 1 top ten, M. Kenseth; 1 led a lap, B. Labonte; 1 not on lead lap, M. Martin and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER remains The Leader (3rd consecutive week / 3rd week of season / 28 points)  DNP, S. Riggs (finished 18th and a lap down) / 1 top five, G. Biffle; 1 top ten, G. Biffle; 3 led a lap, C. Edwards, G. Biffle, K. Kahne; 2 not on lead lap, C. Edwards, K. Kahne and 1 DNF from C. Edwards.
(  TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER remains 8th (-35)  DNP, J.J. Yeley (finished 37th and a lap down) / Pole, J. Gordon; 1 top five, J. Gordon; 1 top ten, J. Gordon; 1 led a lap, J. Gordon; 2 not on lead lap, M. Truex, Jr., C. Mears and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER moves from 3rd to 2nd (-10)  DNP, P. Menard (finished 19th and a lap down) / Winner, Kyle Busch; 1 top five, Kyle Busch; 1 top ten, Kyle Busch; Lap Leader, Kyle Busch; 1 led a lap, Kyle Busch; 1 not on lead lap, R. Newman and no DNF’s.
(The highest movers this week were Murph (+1) and Line-Pro (+1).  The biggest loser this week was Slipchuck (-1).  Freak, Speedracer, Big Ron, Cousin Todd and Throttle Rocket hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	7/6/16
	4
	2
	2
	13

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	22/15/19
	4
	-1
	0
	16

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	24/40/31
	2
	DNP
	1
	14

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	14/23/21
	2
	-1
	0
	16


                                                                       (16.8/21.0/21.8 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)               (0.75 Average)       (14.75 Avg) 5th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (3),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (4),   Not on lead lap (4),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 0 / 7th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 3 / 6th (25 pts. behind Leader / -1 pt. swing)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	32/2/8
	4
	3
	5
	10

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	19/16/23
	2
	DNP
	0
	16

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	25/31/32
	2
	-1
	-1
	25

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	26/24/24
	4
	-1
	-3
	28


                                                                       (25.5/18.3/19.3 Average)                                        (0.33 Average)             (0.25 Average)        (19.75 Avg) 7th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (2),   Top-10’s (4),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (3),   Not on lead lap (4),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = 1 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 1 / 7th (27 pts. behind Leader / +0 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	11/13/13
	4
	0
	7
	6

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	16/34/37
	2
	DNP
	-4
	29

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	8/7/3
	4
	1
	6
	8

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	41/38/39
	2
	-1
	-2
	27


                                                                    (19.0/23.0/23.0 Average)                                        (0.00 Average)                 (1.75 Average)       (17.50 Avg) 6th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (2),   Top-10’s (4),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (4),   Not on lead lap (5),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = 0 / 7th (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 7 / 4th (Tie) (21 pts. behind Leader / -1 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	2/3/6
	4
	4
	9
	4

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	15/10/5
	4
	1
	7
	6

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	30/20/27
	0
	DNP
	0
	16

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	18/43/20
	4
	-4
	-4
	29


                                                                       (16.3/19.0/14.5 Average)                                        (0.33 Average)             (3.00 Average)        (13.75 Avg) 4th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (3),   Top-10’s (6),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (6),   Not on lead lap (3),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   = 1 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 12 / 3rd (16 pts. behind Leader / +0 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	38/8/12
	4
	1
	6
	8

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	5/12/14
	3
	1
	0
	16

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	10/22/18
	4
	-1
	1
	14

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	31/32/28
	1
	DNP
	0
	16


                                                                       (21.0/18.5/18.0 Average)                                       (0.33 Average)               (1.75 Average)       (13.50 Avg) 2nd T
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (1),   Top-10’s (3),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (5),   Not on lead lap (3),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 1 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 7 / 4th (Tie) (21 pts. behind Leader / +0 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	4/42/17
	4
	-3
	13
	2

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	13/4/2
	4
	4
	10
	3

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	9/28/7
	4
	0
	5
	10

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	28/18/26
	0
	DNP
	0
	16


                                                                       (13.5/23.0/13.0 Average)                                       (0.33 Average)              (7.00 Average)        (07.75Avg) 1st 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (4),   Top-10’s (8),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (9),   Not on lead lap (2),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 1 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 28 / LEADER (-7 pt. swing with Line-Pro)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	1/5/15
	4
	5
	3
	12

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	3/21/11
	3
	-1
	0
	16

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	39/17/30
	4
	-1
	-9
	31

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	37/37/35
	1
	DNP
	-1
	25


                                                                       (20.0/20.0/22.3 Average)                                        (1.00 Average)             (-1.75 Average)       (21.00 Avg) 8th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (2),   Top-10’s (3),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (4),   Not on lead lap (7),   DNF’s (4)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = 3 / 2nd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -7 / 8th (35 pts. behind Leader / +2 pt. swing)
TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	6/1/1
	4
	9
	20
	1

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	29/11/10
	4
	0
	-10
	32

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	12/14/4
	4
	-1
	8
	5

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	20/19/25
	0
	DNP
	0
	16


                                                                       (16.8/11.3/10.0 Average)                                       (2.67 Average)               (4.50 Average)       (13.50 Avg) 2nd T
Poles (1),   DNQ’s (2),   Wins (2),   Top-5’s (5),   Top-10’s (6),   Lap Leaders (2),   Led a Lap (7),   Not on lead lap (2),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 8 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 18 / 2nd (10 pts. behind Leader / +7 pt. swing)

(  Next week will be the first short track race of the season in the Bull Ring at Bristol.  Should be interesting…
See you in the Volunteer State and the State of Chiz,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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