2008 SPRINT CUP RACE #1 – DAYTONA RECAP 02/17/08
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(  POLE   Jimmie Johnson #48 Chevy (187.075 mph / 48.109 seconds) – 1st of Season / 14th Career
(  WINNER   Ryan Newman #12 Dodge – 1st of Season / 13th Career
(  MOST LAPS LED   Kyle Busch #18 Toyota – 1st of Season
(  SPRINT CUP POINTS LEADER   Ryan Newman #12 Dodge (+15 over Kurt Busch)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE LEADER   LINE-PRO (+7 over SPEEDRACER)
(  MID-ATLANTIC POINTS CHALLENGE #1 RANKED DRIVER   Ryan Newman #12 Dodge (+1 over Kyle Busch)
(  LINE-PRO’S NEWMAN GETS LATE PUSH FROM BROTHER KURT, PASSES SPEEDRACER’S SMOKE FOR THE WIN – LINE-PRO HAS BIG DAY – WINS THE RACE AND THE WEEKEND – LINE-PRO STARTS AS THE LEADER – NO ONE MOVES IN THE STANDINGS – Line-Pro’s Hello Newman powers to the front for the win at Daytona.  Ryan gets a push from teammate Kurt Busch, also from Team Line-Pro.  The Car of Today races well, but Speedracer’s Mr. Juanderful doesn’t as he takes out the Leader, Freak’s Clint Bowyer.  Toyota looks strong, Hendrick falters, the Dodge’s come out of nowhere.  Line-Pro wins the race (7 points) and the weekend (12 points).  Line-Pro’s last race win was with Greg Biffle at Kansas on 09/30/07 and his last weekend win was also at Kansas on 09/30/07.  Big Ron’s Jimmie Boy wins his 14th career Pole and the last time Big Ron had the Pole was also with Jimmie Boy at Homestead on 11/18/07.  Line-Pro’s Rowdy Busch is the Lap Leader and the last time Line-Pro had the Lap Leader was with Kasey Kahne at Bristol on 08/25/07.  Line-Pro’s Mr. Newman is the Sprint Cup Points Leader, (+15 points) over Line-Pro’s Kurt Busch.  The last time Line-Pro had the Sprint Cup Points Leader was with Kevin Harvick after New Hampshire on 09/17/06.  Line-Pro’s Ryan Newman has the #1 Ranking in the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Points Challenge (7 points), (1 point) over Line-Pro’s Kyle Busch.  This is the first time that Line-Pro has ever had the #1 Ranked M.A.N.P.C.C. driver.  With the win from Newman and top-5’s from the brother connection of Kurt and Kyle, Line-Pro gets (12 points) and starts in the Leader position (12 points).  The last time Line-Pro had the M.A.N.P.C.C. points Lead was after Homestead on 11/19/06.  Speedracer gets a top-5 from Smokeless and a top-10 from Robby and (5 points) and starts 2nd (7 points) back.  Slipchuck gets top-10’s from Junior and Elliot (alright!) and (4 points) and starts 3rd (8 points) back tied with Cousin Todd, who got top 10’s from Greg Biffle and Kasey Kahne and also starts 3rd (8 points) back.  Big Ron and Throttle Rocket start in the negative numbers and Murph has zero.  There was one DNQ this week from Line-Pro’s Kurt Busch who had to use a past Champion’s provisional.  The DNF’s this week were from Big Ron’s Dave Blaney and Throttle Rocket’s Casey Mears and Jeffy Boy.  Big Ron’s Kevin Hardick has the current record of 45 consecutive races running at the finish and Freak’s Clint Bowyer is 2nd with 38.
By David Poole / The Charlotte Observer
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - Ryan Newman knew what was happening. "I got that tingly feeling," Newman said Sunday after winning the Daytona 500. "You only get that at certain times." Like when you're leading NASCAR's biggest race with your teammate Kurt Busch's car jammed up your tailpipe giving you "the push from heaven" into the lead on the final lap. Like when your father is spotting for you, trying to do his job to help you do yours while both of you know how much what might be about to happen would mean to the both of you. Like when you're about to hand car owner Roger Penske, who has won the Indianapolis 500 on 14 occasions but had failed for 23 years to win stock car racing's closest equivalent, a victory in the 50th running of Sprint Cup racing's signature event. "I don't have the words," Newman said when asked to describe his emotions following yet another fantastic finish at the 2.5-mile Daytona International Speedway. "It's awesome. It's probably the most awesome thing that's ever happened to me." Fifteen years ago, Newman said, he came to Daytona with his dad, Greg, and sat in the grandstands to see this race. Sunday, in the drivers' meeting that preceded it, he saw the collection of former winners who had gathered for this year's celebration of its history. Now, he's part of it. How that happened was, in typical Daytona 500 fashion, a dizzying blur. Kyle Busch led for 86 laps and showed all day that his No. 18 Toyota had the power and handling he might need to become, at age 22, the youngest driver to ever win this race. But he elected to hit pit road on a late caution to get fresh tires, leaving him ninth for a restart with 20 laps to go. Dale Earnhardt Jr., trying to win in his first points race with Hendrick Motorsports after flourishing in the run-up events during Speedweeks, stayed on the track and took over the lead. Roy McCauley, Newman's crew chief, chose to leave his driver out, too, anticipating more wrecks were likely and that track position might prove beneficial. McCauley was right about the wrecks. There were three more cautions following that restart on Lap 181. He was right about the track position, too, for when the field lined up for the final restart with three laps left Newman was still fourth and within sight of the front. Jeff Burton was leading, but when the green flew to start Lap 198 one group went low and another went high. Both went rifling past Burton's No. 31 Chevrolet going into Turn 1, and the race was most definitely on. Stewart jumped high with Newman and had Kurt Busch coming with him. Kyle Busch, Stewart's Joe Gibbs Racing teammate, went low. Burton moved to block that low advance and Kyle Busch was forced toward the yellow line that marks an out-of-bounds area for making passes at this track. Rather than flirt with a penalty, Busch had to ease out just for the blink of an eye, and that blunted not only his run but showed those who had elected to go with him to the low side as well. Stewart steamed to the lead. He carried it back to the white flag, signifying one lap to go, and rolled off Turn 2 on the final lap still at the front of the pulsing pack. At that point he had a choice to make. He chose poorly. "I tried to get down in front of Kyle. I thought I would get a push down there," he said. "I made the wrong decision." Newman did not. He went high and wound up right in front of Kyle's older brother, Kurt, who had started last and been forced to battle back from a pit-road speeding penalty to get his Dodge into contention late. "For one instant, I honestly thought we had a shot of winning the Daytona 500," Kurt Busch said. But then, another blue Dodge pulled in front of him. It was Newman's No. 2. "I thought it was the most beautiful thing in the world," Kurt Busch said, "because I knew one of us Penske cars was going to win at that point." Newman hadn't won in his past 81 Cup starts, not since New Hampshire in September 2005. He’d come close a couple of times last year, leading late at Charlotte in October before spinning out, for example, but hadn't closed the deal. Penske had fielded cars in 23 previous Daytona 500s without winning. His cars had never won a restrictor-plate points race here, or at Talladega, for that matter. "We have tried for many years and we have come close," Penske said. "We have just never executed at the end."

Newman, with Kurt Busch's help, took care of that. They pushed clear of Stewart and Kyle Busch coming off the final turn and came across the line nose-to-tail for Penske Racing's first 1-2 NASCAR finish. "I could hear the tears dripping over the radio," Newman said as he heard his father urge him toward the checkered flag. Greg Newman came as fast as he could from the spotter's stand to find his son, now a Daytona 500 champion. "He told me he loved me and said he was proud of me," Newman said. "Then he gave me a big hug." Cue the tingles. The winner averaged 152.672 mph with a margin of victory of 0.092 seconds.  The race was slowed 7 times with 23 laps run under caution.  There were 42 lead changes among 16 drivers and 32 drivers finished on the lead lap.
“GIBBERISH” by The Commish / M.A.N.P.C.C. (Man Pac)

Well, if it wasn’t for Throttle Rocket’s “Team to Beat”, I would be able to say that “Big Ron goes from 1st to worst.”  Poor Janice, seeing Jeffy Boy go behind the wall and then seeing Casey pounding the wall.  She was upset about getting two DNF’s right off the bat.  I told her the same thing that she told me last year – “Don’t worry Sweetie, there’s only one way to go and that’s up.”  Big Ron’s Blaney did the same thing that he always does.  He runs good and then DNF’s.  I wish Dave could do better.  I loved seeing Denny and Kyle running up front in the Toyotas, but didn’t love seeing Clint, in a car that he could have won in, get tagged while leading and falling out of contention.  And how about those Dodge’s and how about that Team Line-Pro!  The win and two top-5’s.  Nice one Line-Pro!
Team FREAK’s Clint Jack Bowyer and Kid Denny led a lap for the 1st race and along with Jamie Mac, finish on the lead lap.  Freak starts in 5th place.  Freak leads the League with fewest drivers not on the lead lap (0) and fewest DNF’s (0).
Team SPEEDRACER was fired up on Sunday and called several times.  We were both psyched seeing the Gibbs camp do well.  Smokeless gets his 1st top-5 and led a lap.  Robby Gordon, in a Dodge, gets his 1st top-10.  Mr. Juanderful finishes on the lead lap.  Speedracer starts in 2nd place.  Speedracer leads the League with the fewest led laps (1), fewest drivers not on the lead lap (0) and fewest DNF’s (0).
Team BIG RON’s Johnson gets his 1st Pole, led his 1st race and finishes on the lead lap as does Hardick.  Dave Blaney goes a lap down and gets his 1st DNF.  Big Ron Slim leads the League in Poles (1).
Team SLIPCHUCK’s Dale Jr. and Elliot Sadler get their 1st top-10’s.  Junior and Mayor Burton led their 1st race and all drivers finished on the lead lap.  Slipchuck starts in 3rd place (Tie).  Slipchuck leads the League in fewest drivers not on the lead lap (0) and fewest DNF’s (0).
Team MURPH’s Matt the Brat led his 1st race, but finished a lap down.  Mark and Little Buddy also finish on the lead lap.  Murph starts in 6th place.  Murph leads the League with fewest led laps (1) and fewest DNF’s (0).
Team COUSIN TODD’s The Biff and Kasey get their 1st top ten’s and both led a lap.  Cousin Carl finishes on the lead lap.  Cousin Todd starts in 3rd place (Tie).  Cousin Todd leads the League with fewest drivers not on the lead lap (0) and fewest DNF’s (0).
Team THROTTLE ROCKET’s Jeffy Boy leads his 1st race, but also goes a lap down and gets his 1st DNF.  Casey goes a lap down and also gets his 1st DNF.  Marty Junior finishes on the lead lap.  Throttle Rocket starts in 8th place.  Throttle Rocket leads the League with the fewest led laps (1), most drivers not on the lead leap (2) and most DNF’s (2).
Team LINE-PRO’s Brother Kurt gets a DNQ.  Mr. Newman gets his 1st win and led a lap.  Brother Kyle is the Lap Leader and gets his 1st top-5 along with Brother Kurt.  All three drivers led a lap.  Line-Pro starts as the ManPac Leader.  Line-Pro leads the League in DNQ’s (1), Wins (1), top-5’s (3), Lap Leaders (1), lap led (3), fewest drivers not on lead lap (0) and fewest DNF’s (0).
(  TEAM FREAK FISHER starts in 5th (-10)  DNP, D. Ragan (DNF) / 0 top five; 0 top ten; 2 led a lap, C. Bowyer, D. Hamlin; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN starts in 2nd (-7)  DNP, R. Sorenson (finished 5th) / 1 top five, T. Stewart; 2 top ten, T. Stewart, R. Gordon; 1 led a lap, T. Stewart; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM BIG RON FRITZ starts in 7th (-13)  DNP, R. Smith (finished 37th) / Pole, J. Johnson; 0 top five; 0 top ten; 2 led a lap, J. Johnson, D. Blaney; 1 not on lead lap, D. Blaney and 1 DNF from D. Blaney.
(  TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER starts in 3rd (Tie) (-8)  DNP, D. Reutimann (finished 18th) / 0 top five; 2 top ten, D. Earnhardt, Jr., E. Sadler; 2 led a lap, D. Earnhardt, Jr., J. Burton; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM MURPH MURPHY starts in 6th (-12)  DNP, B. Labonte (finished 11th) / 0 top five; 0 top ten; 1 led a lap, M. Kenseth; 1 not on lead lap M. Kenseth and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER starts in 3rd (Tie) (-8)  DNP, S. Riggs (finished 21st) / 0 top five; 2 top ten, G. Biffle, K. Kahne; 2 led a lap, G. Biffle, K. Kahne; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(  TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER starts in 8th (-19)  DNP, J.J. Yeley (finished 25th) / 0 top five; 0 top ten; 1 led a lap, J. Gordon; 2 not on lead lap, J. Gordon, C. Mears and 2 DNF’s from J. Gordon and C. Mears.
(  TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER starts as The Leader (1st consecutive week / 1st of season / 12 points)  DNP, P. Menard (finished 22nd) / 1 DNQ, Kurt Busch; Winner, R. Newman; 3 top five, Kyle Busch, Kurt Busch, R. Newman; 3 top ten, Kyle Busch, Kurt Busch, R. Newman; Lap Leader, Kyle Busch; 3 led a lap, Kyle Busch, Kurt Busch, R. Newman; 0 not on lead lap and no DNF’s.
(There was no highest mover this week.  There was no biggest loser this week.
Freak, Speedracer, Big Ron, Slipchuck, Murph, Cousin Todd, Throttle Rocket and Line-Pro hold steady.)
TEAM FREAK FISHER (5th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Clint Bowyer
	#07 Chevy
	31/24/23
	1
	1
	1
	8

	2. Denny Hamlin
	#11 Toyota
	4/17/16
	1
	1
	1
	8

	3. Jamie McMurray
	#26 Ford
	38/26/27
	1
	0
	0
	13

	4. David Ragan
	#6 Ford
	14/42/42
	0
	DNP
	0
	13


                                                                       (21.8/27.3/27.0 Average)                                       (0.67 Average)               (0.50 Average)       (10.50 Avg) 4th 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (0),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (2),   Not on lead lap (0),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING        = 2 / 5th
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FISHER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 2 / 5th (10 pts. behind Leader / -10 pt. swing)
TEAM SPEEDRACER COCHRAN (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Tony Stewart
	#20 Toyota
	6/3/3
	1
	4
	4
	3

	2. Juan Montoya
	#42 Dodge
	15/32/32
	1
	0
	0
	13

	3. Reed Sorenson
	#41 Dodge
	15/32/32
	0
	DNP
	0
	13

	4. Robby Gordon
	#7 Dodge
	26/8/9
	1
	1
	1
	8


                                                                       (13.0/12.0/12.3 Average)                                        (1.67 Average)             (1.25 Average)        (09.25 Avg) 3rd 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (1),   Top-10’s (2),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (1),   Not on lead lap (0),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING             = 5 / 2nd 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM COCHRAN POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 5 / 2nd (7 pts. behind Leader / -5 pt. swing)
TEAM BIG RON FRITZ (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jimmie Johnson
	#48 Chevy
	1/27/26
	1
	2
	2
	4

	2. Dave Blaney
	#22 Toyota
	34/38/37
	1
	-3
	-3
	30

	3. Kevin Harvick
	#29 Chevy
	16/14/14
	1
	0
	0
	13

	4. Regan Smith
	#01 Chevy
	29/37/38
	0
	DNP
	0
	13


                                                                       (20.0/29.0/28.8 Average)                                       (-0.33 Average)             (-0.25 Average)      (15.00 Avg) 7th 

Poles (1),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (0),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (2),   Not on lead lap (1),   DNF’s (1)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING     = -1 / 7th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM FRITZ POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -1 / 7th (13 pts. behind Leader / -13 pt. swing)
TEAM SLIPCHUCK WOLFERSBERGER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. D. Earnhardt, Jr.
	#88 Chevy
	3/9/8
	1
	2
	2
	4

	2. Jeff Burton
	#31 Chevy
	36/13/12
	1
	1
	1
	8

	3. David Reutimann
	#44 Toyota
	42/18/18
	0
	DNP
	0
	13

	4. Elliot Sadler
	#19 Dodge
	35/6/7/
	1
	1
	1
	8


                                                                       (29.0/11.5/11.3 Average)                                        (1.33 Average)             (1.00 Average)        (08.25 Avg) 1st 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (2),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (2),   Not on lead lap (0),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING                   = 4 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WOLFERSBERGER PTS. / YR. TO DATE RANKING = 4 / 3rd (Tie) (8 pts. behind Leader / -8 pt. swing)
TEAM MURPH MURPHY (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Matt Kenseth
	#17 Ford
	28/36/35
	1
	0
	0
	13

	2. Bobby Labonte
	#43 Dodge
	13/11/11
	0
	DNP
	0
	13

	3. Mark Martin
	#8 Chevy
	12/31/31
	1
	0
	0
	13

	4. David Gilliland
	#38 Ford
	32/28/29
	1
	0
	0
	13


                                                                       (21.3/26.5/26.5 Average)                                       (0.00 Average)               (0.00 Average)       (13.00 Avg) 6th 

Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (0),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (1),   Not on lead lap (1),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 0 / 6th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM MURPHY POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 0/ 6th (12 pts. behind Leader / -12 pt. swing)
TEAM COUSIN TODD LYNDAKER (4th Season)

	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	
RANK

	1. Carl Edwards
	#99 Ford
	11/19/19
	1
	0
	0
	13

	2. Greg Biffle
	#16 Ford
	18/10/10
	1
	2
	2
	4

	3. Kasey Kahne
	#9 Dodge
	10/7/6
	1
	2
	2
	4

	4. Scott Riggs
	#66 Chevy
	27/21/21
	0
	DNP
	0
	13


                                                                       (16.5/14.3/14.0 Average)                                       (1.33 Average)              (1.00 Average)        (08.50 Avg) 2nd 
Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (2),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (2),   Not on lead lap (0),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING         = 4 / 3rd (Tie)
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM LYNDAKER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 4 / 3rd (Tie) (8 pts. behind Leader / -8 pt. swing)
TEAM THROTTLE ROCKET CASTETTER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Jeff Gordon
	#24 Chevy
	8/39/39
	1
	-3
	-3
	31

	2. Martin Truex, Jr.
	#1 Chevy
	25/20/20
	1
	0
	0
	13

	3. Casey Mears
	#5 Chevy
	9/35/36
	1
	-4
	-4
	32

	4. J.J. Yeley
	#96 Toyota
	37/25/25
	0
	DNP
	0
	13


                                                                       (19.8/29.8/30.0 Average)                                       (-2.33 Average)             (-1.75 Average)       (22.25 Avg) 8th 

Poles (0),   DNQ’s (0),   Wins (0),   Top-5’s (0),   Top-10’s (0),   Lap Leaders (0),   Led a Lap (1),   Not on lead lap (2),   DNF’s (2)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING           = -7 / 8th 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM CASTETTER PTS. / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = -7 / 8th (19 pts. behind Leader / -19 pt. swing)

TEAM LINE-PRO WEAVER (3rd Season)
	DRIVER
	CAR
	START/FINISH/PTS. POSITION
	STARTS
	POINTS THIS RACE
	SEASON POINTS
	RANK

	1. Kyle Busch
	#18 Toyota
	24/4/4
	1
	6
	6
	2

	2. Kurt Busch
	#2 Dodge
	43/2/2
	1
	-1
	-1
	29

	3. Ryan Newman
	#12 Dodge
	7/1/1
	1
	7
	7
	1

	4. Paul Menard
	#15 Chevy
	21/22/22
	0
	DNP
	0
	13


                                                                       (23.8/07.3/07.3 Average)                                       (4.00 Average)               (3.00 Average)       (11.25 Avg) 5th 

Poles (0),   DNQ’s (1),   Wins (1),   Top-5’s (3),   Top-10’s (3),   Lap Leaders (1),   Led a Lap (3),   Not on lead lap (0),   DNF’s (0)
(  TOTAL TEAM POINTS THIS RACE / THIS WEEKS RANKING          = 12 / 1st 
(  TOTAL 2008 TEAM WEAVER POINTS / YEAR TO DATE RANKING = 12 / LEADER (+7 pt. swing with Speedracer)
(  Next week we move to sunny California and to more predictable racing.

See you in the Golden State,

Commissioner FREAK Fisher
The opinions expressed are solely of the writer.
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