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   Classroom Handbook
ABOUT THE TEACHER/3RD GRADE

My name is Mrs. Thornton and I will have the pleasure of teaching your child this year.   It is my belief that a child's success is based on a cooperative parent/teacher relationship.  I look forward to working with you throughout the year. 
3rd Grade is an important year with new and exciting skills that your child will be learning.  
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL
School begins promptly at 8:25 a.m.  Your child will enter the school at the 3rd Grade entrance (next to playground) and will walk to class.  It is important that they get to school on-time so they can have enough time to eat their breakfast and begin their work.  Dismissal is at 2:55 p.m. from the same entrance.  
ATTENDANCE

Your child's regular and prompt attendance at school is a must!  This is crucial to his/her success. It is the student’s responsibility to make-up any missed assignments or tests.  If your child was absent because of an illness, and a doctors visit was made, please send a doctors excuse.  

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
It is important that you review the following rules with your child:  

· Raise your hand if you have a question and wait to be acknowledged.

· Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise.

· Be respectful and responsible. 

· Be organized and follow directions.

· Be prepared with TOUCAN Notebook.

The system for following/breaking the rules is as follows:

· 1st – Verbal Warning - You will remain on Emergent layer and you will receive 1 sticker for the day.
· 2nd – You will move to the Canopy layer and visit the quiet area to complete a reflection sheet.

· 3rd – You will move to the Understory layer.  Silent, indoor lunch.  Note to parent

· 4th – You will move to Forest Floor.  Parent Conference

***By following the rules and procedures, you will be able to redeem your stickers for a treat in the treasure chest. ***

HOMEWORK
PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD'S TOUCAN NOTEBOOK EACH DAY! Homework will be given every day.  Your child's homework is very important as it reviews the skills we learn in class.  It is essential that you sit with your child to explain the directions of the homework, but your child should complete the homework on their own.  If they do not understand it with your assistance, write a little note and we can go over it in class.  Please keep the folder clean by removing corrected papers regularly. 

Homework will be:  Read for 20 minutes and complete Reading Log
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Math page from Workbook




Spelling Contract



Writing a Paragraph
PARENT PARTICIPATION 
Stress the importance of education to your child.

Ways to Get Involved
·   Join the P.T.A.

· Volunteer at the school
· Volunteer in the classroom

· Check homework daily
· Chaperone on field trips
· Read to the children
· Be the class parent
· Help with parties
· Attend Open House & Parent Conferences
· Stay informed by reading notes your child brings home

PARENT/TEACHER RELATIONSHIP
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In order to achieve maximum success, a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary.  Throughout the year, I will communicate through notes, telephone calls, letters, and conferences.  I encourage you to contact me with any questions or concerns.  You can write a note and put it in your child's TOUCAN Notebook or call me at the school (973-705-3890) and I will return your call.

PARTIES
There will be different parties throughout the year for holidays such as Halloween, Christmas, Birthdays, etc.  If there is a holiday you do not celebrate, please let me know so I can make the necessary arrangements so that all children can be included.

Birthdays are a special occasion for children.  If you would like, you may bring treats for the class to celebrate his/her birthday.  Please send a note a day or two in advance, so I can give you an exact number of students in the class and set aside some class time for the party. 

TOUCAN NOTEBOOKS 
Total Organization is Useful to Create Achievement Nightly 
It is very important that your child is organized.  This book needs to be checked nightly for papers and returned to school everyday with completed homework.  
It is the family’s responsibility to replace the book if it lost.






