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ListServ Discussions

Session 3

(I have been a member of a list serve for 7 years.  I participate in the KinderKorner list serve through KinderKorner’s owner, Victoria Smith.  It is very therapeutic and great source of ideas and conversation for educators who learn with pre-kindergarten to 2nd grade students.)

This listServ has had lots of communication regarding comprehension, reading logs, support for our troops, home literacy, stations in middle school, the President’s No Child Left Behind.  Conversations erupted regarding new teachers, Foss kits and Assessment.  

The following are the conversations that I participated in:

	Subject:
	Re: Home Literacy

	Date:
	9/15/2004 8:32:59 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	


Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM

	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


Our only homework, outside of bringing leaves or apples or whatever to school occasionally :) , is to share a book or books for 20 minutes each night.  I guess I am hard-nosed about this, but I ask them to read 7 nights a week, or the accumulation of 20 minutes a night each week.  It is the most important thing we as educators and parents can do for our children.
 

When I taught 4th grade, I had the families/kids reading aloud for 20 minutes each evening.  Kids need to see adults reading and they need age appropriate reading materials read to them.  You just never outgrow being read to!  :)

 

Joyce in Joshua TX

To join or leave the RTEACHER list, visit: http://www.reading.org/virtual/rteacherdirections.html Missed something? Check out the RTEACHER archives at: http://www.reading.org/archives/rteacher.html Visit our Miss Rumphius Award winners, teachers making a difference: http://www.reading.org/awards/rumphius.html
	Subject:
	Re: Centers

	Date:
	9/15/2004 8:19:21 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


Congratulations!  I love the fact that learning is self-directed and available in a middle school setting.  I often think that we short change kids when we stop doing independent learning stations with kids once they leave the early childhood age bracket.
 

We call them stations in my kinder class.  I have heard them called work jobs, work stations, independent learning stations (ILS), so regardless of what you call them, you are doing an amazing thing for your kids.  Your innovative thinking inspires me!

 

Joyce in Burleson TX

	Subject:
	Re: supporting our troops

	Date:
	9/15/2004 12:21:11 AM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


You might check into this writing program that we use at our school.  It is called Enduring Response and was started by a couple or three (?) teachers in Arlington Texas.  Here is a link to the site:  http://www.enduringresponse.com/.  It is a wonderful writing experience that all grades are invited to participate in.  My kinders write every month.  :)
 

Joyce Jacobs in Joshua Texas

	Subject:
	Re: Science Foss

	Date:
	9/12/2004 7:45:16 AM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


I have used Foss in first and kinder.  The kits can be a little time intensive, but I have my kiddos help with the prep.  It helps them see the entire process, what precautions to take, and I ask them to help problem-solve some of the messy issues that can surround the inquiry.  They are also more engaged because they have helped in the process.  Yes, it takes a little longer, (I remember the patience of my grandmother when I would help her cook when I was young, every time we change Foss activities...what a saint she was!) but I like them involved in the entire process.  :)
 

I have to say that my all-time favorite Foss Box is Animals Two By Two!

 

Joyce in Burleson TX

	Subject:
	Re: supporting our troops

	Date:
	9/15/2004 12:21:11 AM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


You might check into this writing program that we use at our school.  It is called Enduring Response and was started by a couple or three (?) teachers in Arlington Texas.  Here is a link to the site:  http://www.enduringresponse.com/.  It is a wonderful writing experience that all grades are invited to participate in.  My kinders write every month.  :)
 

Joyce Jacobs in Joshua Texas

	Subject:
	Re: Reading Logs

	Date:
	9/11/2004 3:13:33 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


I use reading logs with our "take home readers."  The kinders read their book to an adult or older sibling and they "rate" the book using the Momma Bear, Papa Bear or Baby Bear system: Too Easy, Too Hard or Just Right; which they circle on their reader.  The title, words to look for and the level are filled in by the adult or me.  They are really excellent for me and a great tool to see where in the continuum that the child perceives their level of fluency and decoding.

Joyce Jacobs

	Subject:
	Re: Collaborative groups and giftedness

	Date:
	9/11/2004 2:44:14 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	
Kinderbeanie@AOL.COM


	Reply To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
To:
RTEACHER@BOOKMARK.READING.ORG
CC:
BCC:
Sent on:

	

	
	
	

	Sent from the Internet (Details) 
	


AND...aside from the educational benefits, it builds community and trust among our learners!

Joyce J.
