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	Hi Irene,

I really liked this article. I have downloaded it to read later. Maybe next semester! :)

I was amazed that I used the word true in my book review to describe how we needed to remain true to our pedagogy when educating. I was shocked! It is so important to be true to ourselves, our students, our colleagues and our pedagogy while educating our most precious commodity. 

I had a professor tell me once that if I could find my pedagogy, live my pedagogy and remain doing this for five years, I would teach and remain learning this way in my classroom. I want to be true. When I am true to my learners and get them through this difficult time, I am being the best type of educator that I can. 

Just being true,

Joyce :)
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	Great review Andrea! I am amazed at how we link and tie all our learning together. I just reviewed the Teaching True article and reflected on my on articles that I read and reviewed. If we do not rectify this punitive testing of learners, we are going to have schools that do not graduate students, lower SES schools with no one teaching in them and a society that is uneducated. We have got to do something about this! Am I willing to boycott my state based on their testing. Whew! Tough question, but it may be what it comes to. Can I remain true to me and my learners and allow children to fail a test and only see the failure that they have become at the ripe old age of 9? No. Do I let my politicians know how I feel about this insane testing that goes on in Texas? At least once a month, I write or email those folks in their plush offices and wonder why I can't have more math manipulatives. Could I boycott? I would like to think I could, but would I really stick my neck out and really show my "true" colors? I don't know. Immediately, I think of financial obligations, contract obligations, and I think I become very scared to do what I actually think might catch the attention of politicians. I think I can! Will you join me?

Joyce :)
	


	Current Forum: Session 3: Journal Articles Discussion

	Date: Sat Sep 18, 2004 12:39 pm

	Author: Jacobs, Joyce <kinderbeanie@aol.com>

	Subject: Re: Post: Fu: Assessment through conversation

	

	

	

	Hi Jane,

I am so glad you asked my opinion! I have noticed and read studies that effectively support kinder teachers are good predictors of how kids can fair in school without support. The STAR report that came out a few years ago that followed learners who had been in classrooms not to exceed 13 for the first 3 to 4 years of school. There were no retentions, no drop-outs, and lots of honor school students. Hum....

In my other life, before teaching, I worked with special needs youngsters and their families. My mantra holds true: If you give the children what they need before birth, they have a head start, if you give them the interventions they need when they are young, you have a better chance of rescuing the child. If you wait until the child is older, both you and they may have missed the boat. Of course, there are those young guys who will need time, but there are so many that have huge gaping holes in their life experiences that we just can't fill. We just need to view each learner as unique, provide the quality education that each child needs, and document, document, document.

We have many kids who are seeing our reading specialist in 1st-3rd grades. I begged and pleaded with our reading specialist and vice principal to see the kinders that we identify as high-risk. With lots of nagging, they saw about 12 kids last year. Of those 12, we had 8 that passed the TPRI that would not have been able to do so. When you have 22 in a class and they are between 4 and 7 years old, it is already apparent who has needs, who is struggling and who needs immediate intervention or their success in school is going to be a perilous experience. 

If you want to make good progress with learners, start in pre-k or kinder and give those kids the great foundation that they need to learn. If we don't lay a great foundation, we are setting them up for a lifetime of shaky ground.

That is why I want to become a reading specialist, we are waiting too late to help our youngest learners be successful and I can't stand sitting by not doing something about it.

Joyce :)
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	Hi Sara,

Well, I think this class is definitely putting us in the position to take this information to the politicians to see what they are injecting in our classrooms! When shall we leave for D.C.?

It is going to take us, all of us, speaking up and speaking out against the high stakes testing that they are mandating us to administer.

If they could only see the faces to those children that are directly affected by this....

Joyce
	


