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	Hi Jane,

I am so encouraged to hear that you are working to do the things in the classroom that are best for the learner and not just for "the test." I can only how difficult and torn you could be by this. I think it is wonderful that you have colleagues that are working towards the same means.

We are in this together and we have got to remain true. I'm glad we are working on these issues together. :)

Joyce
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	Hi Jane,

Isn't this a great article? I really liked your comments and questions. 

I found myself wondering how I measured-up in helping the older grades and I think I haven't done all that I could. Maybe this article and your thought provoking questions opened my eyes to my shortcomings. Instead of just blasting the test and being thankful that I don't have to be the one to administer it, I need to support and nurture those older learners that were once in my class. Maybe I need to view the support I would provide as my way to nurture their education along. Very profound.

Thanks Jane, you made me review my thinking and I am so thankful you did!

Joyce :)
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	Hi Andrea,

Thanks for responding! I appreciate your kind words and support. 

In Texas, we still only have to administer the TPRI to kinder through 2nd, but we administer it twice a year and those who do not pass the TPRI we have to meet with, and we either move them on or hold them back. I hate this decision because the child is in a lose-lose situation. If we send them on to first (second or third), we are setting them up to possibly be retained and struggle the entire year. Yet, if we retain them and they are bored or shut-down due to the retention, we have a whole other set of issues to deal with. We do not have very loving or nurturing educators in first grade at our school(That is a whole different issue...). I cannot hold a child back in good conscience unless they are so behind that I see that retention is a more positive move than sending them on. As you stated, time can do amazing things in a loving, developmentally appropriate environment. At least our testing is one-on-one, given by us, in a comfortable setting with our smiling faces encouraging them on. It is not the end of the world, but I think we assess enough and have thorough documentation on each learner that we can forgo the TPRI.

When the entire US is using high-stakes testing like Texas it will be a sad day in teaching.

Joyce
	


