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The chapters that we reviewed were very much a summary of the years that I have been teaching.  I began my undergrad in 1995, so I was on the tail end of “whole language,” and they were turning the corner to something “new” based on phonics.  Reading instructions seems to fluctuate like the clothing trends; don’t throw out your clothes because in 20 years they will be back in style.

Reading instruction needs to be individual and learner-based.  Some children are much easier lead to one form of teaching than another based upon their unique learning styles and abilities.  An area of concern is finding the appropriate balance.  They highlight in the text that “legislative mandates appear to be replacing the marketplace of ideas as the norm in our approach to curriculum change” (p26-27).   Some states are requiring certain types of training and approval over staff development.  When this occurs, we are removing the ideal that local entities should manage schools and are in turn lessening ownership in them.

1.  What do you see that might be engaging to many different students?  When you are seeing education through a constructivist’s set of eyes, you observe as children form their ideals about learning, or in this case, literacy.  They would be producing new thoughts and building upon the groundwork that they bring to the schoolhouse door.  I know that my own kinders are very much the gatekeepers of their thinking and I wouldn’t have it any other way.

2.  What do you see that might meet more than one learning modality?  When you allow children to guide their learning and provide choices about how they can construct their learning, I think almost any child could succeed.  When children are learning about a thematic experience and we provide the ebb and flow of conversation and exchanges, just like in our course now, we are at such a higher level of thinking.  I think that you narrow or broaden the horizon based upon the needs of the learner.

3.  What do you see that might support/hinder students with special needs?  More individualized and direct instruction might be needed for learners who have identified challenges.  There is the flexibility to create the plan that benefits each learner and pull from resources and methodologies that are available.

4.  What do you see that might support/hinder English Language Learners?  Peer Talk is spoken about in the book (Ch. 1, p16), if a student is not an active participant in this exchange, it is neither as meaningful for the ELL, nor as inclusive for the other learners in the groupings.  English Language Learners would need much exposure to literature, conversations and expressive language to benefit like other learners in the classroom. 

5.  What do you see that might be bias in the language used in the assignments discussed in this chapter?  Educators are going to have to put down their age-old belief that whole language or phonics has to be separated.  As educators, we know that literacy acquisition is a blending of all we have available to us to take each learner to their personal best.

6.  What do you wonder about with respect to equity (in regard to what you’ve read in the chapters)?  How do we reach those learners who slip so subtly through the cracks?  What can we do as a school community to embrace youngsters and be willing to give them the instruction that they need, at the level they need, when they need it?  What about the schools that do not have the personnel to provide intervention of the at-risk learners?

