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	Hi Irene!

I really got a lot of information out of your article. I had a summer school class this summer where I had 9 out of the 15 kiddos as ESL learners. I have not had the ESL training for this and I asked our summer school principal about this and her response was "oh, you'll do great!" I doubted it very much, so I had a "crash course" in ESL instruction. I called all my buddies that are ESL certified and found out that good instruction is a portion of the learning, but understanding that they process information so differently was the stumbling block for me. I learned on my feet and we did okay. I was not the "great" classroom facilitator that Ol' Principal said I would be, but I did have them engaged and encouraged lots of communication. The kinders learned more about the world around them, a little bit about math, a little more reading and writing, but I learned so much about the needs of learners from different cultures.

I think you are right that it is easy to see the similarities of teaching so youngsters learn, but you have to have an understanding of the learners experiences and language to truly be effective. I am working on my ESL certification and will take the TExES in the spring. I just did not like feeling that I was bumbling through instruction and not meeting needs, but I realized that instead of beating myself up, I should take it as the learning experience that it was and I will not be caught in another situation where I do not know what to do with an ELL again!

Joyce :)
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	Hi Irene,

Nice review and great discussion items. I think you hit the nail on the head about writing instruction. We are told to introduce writing and it should be its own entity, but they lump it with language arts, or English or whatever! In our classroom it is Writing Workshop. I view it as our writing time, of course we write for other purposes during the day. This time is sacred in our room and we will give up time in another content "area" to be able to include our writing, reflection, modeling and sharing time. It is so important to me and therefore my kinders have picked-up on the importance, too.

Our instructors always tell us we teach the way we were taught, let's hope that we augment the view for new educators and allow us to experience what we need to provide for our writers...time, modeling, reflection, sharing, and importance!

Excellent observation!

Joyce :)
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	Hi Jane!

I really liked your article review and the awesome websites you included! I am going to share them with my team on Monday.

I think you have found a very valuable tool for my classroom and I hadn't thought of it before you mentioned it in your article. We have readers in our class and they share a book from our library or their personal book in class. I think now that we may have share a "story" time, so that the kids can share a "story" or a book with the class. It would definitely open up the opportunity to share with the kids and build confidence and self-esteem.

Thanks for the great thought! I'm ready for Monday! Woo-Hoo!

Joyce :)
	


