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	Hi Irene,

I am so glad you were able to provide some insight into this article. It is hard when you look at a situation from one side and I have to admit, I am so early childhood! I think that education would so benefit from a mentor type program where an early childhood educator and an upper school, middle school or high school educator were paired for a year and they could help augment their learning environment...wouldn't that be something. I think this would be a winning situation and just think of the students learning experiences! Okay, I will step down from my grandiose world and back to the article...I truly cannot think of the difficulty that upper grades encounter in trying to keep kids engaged and ready for the every important test. If we could just live in a perfect world, we would do what is really important for the kids, the kids of any age.

Thanks for keeping me thinking and your kind words.

Joyce :)
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	Hi Andrea!

Thanks for reading and reviewing the article. The “ending” surprised me, too. I do not know if the teacher realized where the article would lead, but, WOW! I think the outcomes are very common, unfortunately. :(

I have seen few kinders who enter the "stance" that Jessica had, but I have run across one. A kinder last year had been in 9 schools. She was tired of moving and having to reinvest in another situation where she would leave within months. Heartbreaking, but true.

Thanks for the kind words and for being an early childhood buddy!


Joyce :)
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	Hi Celia,

Thanks for reviewing and writing! I have a hard time with the naming friends part. Don't you? I just am not sure what I would do. Maybe we could conference about it and see what we could come up with. I want the writer to write, but I don't want to freak out the class, parents, ME! =80

My gut feeling says, we need to let them write and maybe we can work through, by questioning, and see if this particular information is important to the story. If it is, maybe we can negotiate to the terms. I'm kind of searching here. I don't really have a good answer, or one that I like that much. I have had kinders write about killing, shooting and what-not, but we conferenced and they decided it was just something they saw in Freddy vs. Jason (don't get me started on that!), so it wasn't as important the next day.

I do believe that kids work through life in their writing. Sometimes it is their only outlet. I have read stories that made me cry. A few that I have conferenced with kids about just to verify the information before I have called CPS. I want the kinders to feel safe to write about anything, but that doesn't mean that everything they write will be shared or published. Some days, I think they are just writing about the first thing that pops into their little brains. Tomorrow it will be another story.

Did I kind of answer your question? I don't know if I did, but the timing, intensity, words, importance to them, frequency, and voice in their writing will help me decide regarding their individual pieces of writing.

You are such a great educator, you are making me think and reflect. Thank you for helping me reflect again on this piece. 

Joyce :) 
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	Hi Celia!

Yes, yes, yes! You hit the same vein that I was trying to get to. We have to allow writers to use their writing workshop as a way to release those fears, emotions, feelings, and sadly, experiences that they face in life. 

Yes, there are lots of kiddos who write about fantasy. Great! I love to have kids write about something they choose. Their voices are so rich and strong. When I hear about gore, graphic violence, and killing, they all need to be discussed with the writer. I want to know why they feel the need to include these descriptions in their writing. I have an obligation to find out the "why's" to their words, written or otherwise. Is each child that writes about killing a killer? Definitely not, but I want to know the basis for their need to write about this. Yes, it is just another hat that we were, isn't it? 

Celia, wonderful review as always! I am learning so much from you, thanks for all your astute insight!

Joyce :)
	


