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	Hi Shayna,

I read your review and really liked the specific information that you pulled out of the chapter. There was a lot to go through.

I wanted to comment on your question at the end. I have taught first grade and we had tables, stations (what a lot of folks call centers), and a great learning atmosphere. I have a lot of stuff in my room. I just do not like desks and we have community supplies. We have designated spaces for folders, supplies, materials and manipulatives. The kids have tons of pocket charts and grouping is dependent upon the day and activities. 

I hear your question about grouping kids of various abilities together. I like to look at it like this, we retain certain percentages of things we read, see, hear, do, but when we are able to TEACH what we know, we have reached the highest level of learning. So it is with kiddos who have met their criteria of learning for a particular activity. If they finish, I have guided them into a listening and questioning role with peers in the room. They do not give answers, but ask questions and answer questions about activities and learning objectives. It is really powerful to see a classroom of kids automatically taking charge of their learning by asking certain peers. Don't get me wrong, I do things with the kids, but when I am pulling kids and reading with others or assessing, I have a very capable group of learners who can assist those who are not understanding or as able as another peer in a particular area. You also have to make sure that you extend the learning for those who master activities. They need more challenging activities and experiences, but are able and willing to help others in the room. 

Just my two cents...

Joyce :)
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	Hi Jane,

I really liked your review of the chapter. I really liked your questions regarding sharing. As with any activity, you have to have some sort of method. In our room, we need to share at least twice a week. We allow enough time for at least five kinders to share each day, but more do, if we have time. It is part of the process that brings closure and builds understandings as a learning community. We write about such personal things in kindergarten that it is often a window into the kinders world. It also only flows in a risk-free environment, which takes time to build.

If the same five kids share each day, that is not equitable. You have to find a method that works for you. Sometimes when the kiddos make real connections or "get" a concept, I will ask them to share. They usually are coveting those spots and we try to do more than the minimum. We usually have less time in the beginning of the school year, but as they grow more comfortable, the time increases because they want to show the connections that they have made in the learning for the day. It is such a great thing to observe.

Joyce :)
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	Hi Celia,

Wonderfully insightful review of the chapter. I found your comment about the element of time very important. In today's classrooms, I don't think you can have those large blocks of time to do those activities that you know would elaborate the learning in the classroom. Our day is pretty choppy and we have a very good schedule! 

I think you have to pick and choose the activities that fit your kids, your time, your goal for outcomes and do what you can when you can. Lame answer, but it all hinges on the framework you can design with the kids you have and the design of your schedule. 

Joyce :)
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	Hi Andrea!

You tell it, Sister! 

I think it is such a harder concept for early childhood educators to wrap their brains around when we talk about grouping and the such. When I taught first grade, our reading specialist wanted me to do ability grouping. I told her no, that I would conference daily with each kiddo about their writing and reading. My team thought I was nuts, but I learned so much that year. I put all my pedagogy in practice and it was an amazing experience! (So, now we know why I am working on my reading specialist certification...)

We as early childhood educators tend to view the learning environment a little different from the rest of the world, we tend to individualize and differentiate without even thinking twice. Our age group is a unique critter, where some of the things other grade levels plan to do, we already do.

Joyce :)
	


