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Chapter 11-Best Practices in Literacy Assessment

What do I see that would engage students?

I see that by using my current lesson plans and assessing my presentation, discussion and extension of materials and learners will provide insight into my instruction.  I will review my method of selection of students for participation, cultural and language sensitivity and my use of varied, learner-centered instruction and assessment.  I also need to know whether my assessment is of or for learning (Stiggins, 1997).  I will be more thoughtful in creation, implementation, and assessment of and for learning with the youngsters.  I also like the fact that although we have to assess for national, state and sometimes district protocol, we will find ways to engage learners in authentic learning experiences.  Although I thought that the question wouldn’t apply at first, I see that with proper reflection, I will be able to involve students in their learning from introduction through assessment.

When we individualize and differentiate lessons for our learners, we will be teaching to many learning modalities.  The most important goal for me as a learner/classroom facilitator is to build community and customize the learning for each youngster.  Many authentic, learner-centered activities can provide experience and prior learning for youngsters who do not have a thorough understanding of activities or have not experienced what many in their peer group may experience frequently.  When you strengthen the learning pathways, and prior learning is revisited repeatedly, it will strengthen their understandings and scaffold their learning.  When you deepen perceptions of a concept and the level of automaticity increases, we are assisting youngsters in the process of becoming better learners, and helping learners of many different modalities become successful in the classroom regarding both formal and informal assessment.  In short, when you understand what the material you will be assessed on, you have more confidence, have less “test phobia”, and will not feel as surprised by assessment questions, because the information has become embedded in your knowledge. 

Although I believe we are each special learners, there are those who have a more challenging climb to reach the highest level of their understandings.  Assessment can be a very bewildering and tough experience for learners with severe challenges.  This is a very difficult area for both learners and facilitators, and one that I have seen my school campus struggle with.  You have to go back to Stiggins and decide what you are truly assessing and wanting the youngsters to gleen from their experiences.  I had a professor once who taught us that it is not the number of questions in a test that matters, but the quality of the test itself that matters.  Are we really assessing what we have taught?  Is there true purpose for the question?  Are we testing the way that we were tested?  Why is it important that the learner know this particular fact, answer, or concept?  If I can gather my information from observing, do I need to ask a question on a written test?  Would the learning be at a higher level to do an activity as opposed to a test?  These are all modifications that can be made for learners on informal testing.  When it comes to standardized testing, it is still a horrible situation for unique learners, but by law, they are required to be assessed by use of the same test available at their level of learning. It seems torturous to do this with learners that we have to spend the largest amount of our instructional time making sure that we are making our curriculum important, concise and personal for these exceptional learners and here we are shooting a hole in our theory about how children learn.     

