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	Cheryl,

You raise some interesting points that I hadn't thought about. I guess I am easily swayed to the reform because I am such a right-brainer! I think that if we do not use and actively engage our young learners in the wave of the future, we are doing them a disservice. Yes, we will always have textbooks and test makers who make money off the tests from the textbooks. I am lead to believe that we can blend and intertwine the two, plus any other type of learning enhancement we can include.

To limit ourselves to only one source of medium is not making the most of the a learning situation. I think to be even more succinct, we trust what we hear in person more than anything we would read regardless of where it is written. What do you think?

Joyce :)
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	Hi Kat,

You are exactly right about the textbook publishers. I was thinking that we would use the textbooks for the valuable information that they can lend the classroom. My hope is that they not become the ONLY source of information. I can only hope that educators do not read from the basal and work on page 3 of the workbook today and tomorrow, we will read and do page 4. I do see your point, wherever there is money to be made, it will be.

Joyce :)
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	Hi Kellie,

I really liked your responses to article. I am going to pull it up and read it for myself.

I have had experiences with a reflection type situation. We had a spiral notebook that the children wrote in each afternoon. I gave them a "prompt" of the best part of the day, the hardest part of the day and the thing(s) they want to do differently tomorrow. Their answers were all alike until they actually got used to the ideas. They were so helpful to me, but I only read them if they wanted to share them with me. I was so touched when Anna shared that "she wanted to do something for a bunch of tomorrows...to be just like Mrs. Jacobs'." I usually start using them with my kinders from the first 6 weeks on. I try to give them adjustment time, but they are really a metacognitive experience. 

My vice principal is the one who gave us the idea and we started our staff meetings with a time of reflection. Most of the staff thought it was a joke, but I found it very clarifying. I began using the journals in my first grade class and then when I switched to kinder, I used them with those youngsters, also. The kinders do not usually have as "deep" thoughts in the beginning, but sticking with it paid off.

You do not have the luxury of time given that you are one of the "TAKS Beauties" as we call our upper grades at our school, but if you try and give them even a small portion of the day to reflect on their learning, their insights, their behavior, their day...I hope you will find the "cost" well worth the "expense". Try it and let me know how it is going!

:) Joyce
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	Kellie,

I am so glad you will give it a shot! It is a really cool thing at the end of the day and the routine is down and the kinders are all reflecting on their day. The first time they worked through the process, it was such a chill-bump moment! :)

Let me know how it works for you...just give them some time to adjust. It may take a little bit of time to get there.

Joyce :)
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	Hi Kellie,

When things run smoothly and the team you work with really clicks, there is nothing better on earth! 

Joyce :)
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	Just keep breathing! ;)

Great review. I liked your statement about not having peers around to bounce radical ideas off of. I think it is so apparent when you enter a school where creativity is lacking or dead. If you enter a school where children are engaged in their learning, with each other and the staff is reflective of this community that is being fostered and loved, you are blessed. I have been the only teacher on a team before and talk about booooring! I am on a 4-teacher kinder team and we are by FAR the coolest team in the school. We have a great time, learn from each other, respect our strengths and weaknesses and our kinders learn from the modeling we provide. 

Very insightful!

Joyce :)
	


