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Review-You Say Stakeholder; I say Robber Baron

By:  Ohanian, Susan

Summary:  This article by Susan Ohanian is her defense of rethinking standardized tests.  She has individual cases that spotlight the growth and progress of young learners and exposes the ridiculous claims made by standardized testing individuals and companies.  Ohanian is adamant that standardized testing negatively affects children, educators and implies “growth” based upon test scores.   She brings to light the fact that the only people supporting these high stakes tests are the publishers of the tests and legislative individuals who do not understand that they are not a valid portrait of a learner, but merely a snapshot of one time and day.

Connection:  I have had children, personal children, who have taken whatever test of the week that is being administered by the state or district and not done well because they have not felt well, not had conducive testing environments or not applied themselves and they have been placed in particular programs or excluded from other programs.  Is this fair?  Is this one test telltale of their educational experience? NO!  When we use tests that are not testing what we really want to know, but merely testing to test, we are not valuing children’s growth or educators ability.  If an educator teaches solely to the test, then the children are skilled and drilled to pass the test.  Is this really the type of education we want our children to acquire?  I hope your answer is a resounding NO!  I do not teach to the test that we are mandated to administer, but I know educators who do.  Are her children receiving the best education or the best-measured skills?

Discussion:  Why do we allow legislative individuals, who have no educational background to decide the future for students?  If we are skilled and certified to teach, why are we not able to do just that?  How can children achieve the type of education that they need to thrive in the future from learning how to take a test?  All these questions and many more are arising from people who are not trained or educated in how children learn, who are basing their decisions about youngsters who do not enter school on a level playing field, yet there are few programs and little support to bring those kids to where they need to become productive students.  Why are we penalizing children for our misguided ideals?

Extension:  So, what do we as educated, informed, and forward-thinking individuals do?  How can we correct this huge and glaring wrong that is snowballing out of control?  Are we going to idly sit by and allow our classroom children, our own personal children, and our grandchildren to be educated in such a penalizing fashion?  If we do, we are no better than the individuals pushing their “test of the week” to our states, districts, and administrators who purchase them.

