EX:

Julius Caesar

I. Introduction

A. Julius Caesar was a Roman general and politician who lived from 100 BCE – 44 BCE.

B. Julius Caesar was the most important person in ancient history because he was a strong military leader, he threw bread and circuses and he ended the Roman republic.

II. Julius Caesar was a strong military leader.

A. Elected consul in 59 BCE

B. Success in Gaul in 58 BCE

1. Battle of Alesia

2. 300 tribes defeated

3. 800 cities destroyed

4. Extended Rome to the Atlantic Ocean

C. First Roman invasion of Britain in 55 BCE

D. Earned respect of soldiers

1. Entertained the troops

2. Payment and land

III. Julius Caesar threw bread and circuses.

A. Bread – free food for poor citizens of Rome

1. Lowered taxes

2. Gave people land to farm

3. Hired people to build temples and public buildings

B. Circuses – entertainment

1. Gladiatorial games

2. Public festivals

IV. Julius Caesar ended the Roman republic.

A. Seized control of the Roman government in 49 BCE

1. Crossed the Rubicon

2. Civil war against Pompey for 3 years

B. Declared himself dictator for life in 46 BCE

1. Early dictators had by chosen only for emergencies

2. Senate ignored 

3. People believed that he would make himself king

4. Ended republican system

V. Conclusion - Julius Caesar impacted the ancient world by conquering territory, providing free food and entertainment for Roman citizens and ending the Roman republican system of government.

A. Expansion added to his popularity with Roman citizens

B. Attentions to the citizens of Rome earned support from the poor

C. Rome became and empire after his death

1. His adopted son Augustus ruled

2. Established a dynasty – end of republic

D. No other major world power was a republic for almost 2000 years

