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The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – Clay Balls

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “I wonder why they had all these clay balls?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):
1. What do the clay balls look like?  

2. What was found?  Where were they found?

3. What do archaeologists think that they were used for?

4. What do you think they were used for?  Why?

DAY TWO – Project

One member of your group will take on the role of an archaeologist, the other the role of a host for a Discovery Channel documentary.  Role-play the interview for the class, making sure to discuss the archaeologist’s theory for the clay balls.  Include a visual (picture) showing how he/she thinks the clay balls were used.

DAY THREE – Present your product and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – Dinner

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “What were they eating for dinner 10,000 years ago?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):
1. What seeds have been found?

2. Were they planting these seeds?

3. What was the Neolithic Diet?

4. Describe the Neolithic recipes, including prep and cooking time.

DAY TWO – Project

Make a Neolithic dinner (web activity).  Make a Venn diagram that compares/contrasts eating 9,000 years ago with eating today.

DAY THREE – Present your project and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity - Murals

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “What do these Murals Mean?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):

1. Where were the murals found?

2. What are two types of murals that have been found?  What are the differences between the two?

3. Why do archaeologists have different ideas about the murals?

4. Browse through the murals.  Describe what you see.  What do the murals tell you about the culture of the people who lived in Catalhoyuk?

DAY TWO – Project

Make a replica of a Catalhoyuk mural to share with the class.  Include common themes that you discovered on the website.  Draw in the style of the people of Catalhoyuk.

DAY THREE – Present your project and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – Replica House

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “What was it really like to live in a Catalhoyuk house?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):

1. How did the mound at Catalhoyuk form?

2. How was the replica house constructed?  How long did it take?

3. What was it like inside Neolithic houses?

4. How has the house influenced excavation?

DAY TWO – Project

Would you live in the replica house?  Build the exterior of a replica house out of clay.  Draw a picture of what the inside would look like for the class and include the details shown on the web page.

DAY THREE – Present your project and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – First City

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “Is this the first city?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):

1. How many people lived in Catalhoyuk?  How many years ago was this?  How was this different from the way other people were living at the time?

2. Looking at the timeline, what event happened 10,350 years ago? 12,00 years ago? 5,500 years ago? 5,100 years ago?

3. What made Catalhoyuk a good place to settle?

4. How does life in Catalhoyuk compare to the life of hunter-gatherers?

DAY TWO – Project

Draw an advertisement to convince people to move to Catalhoyuk.  Be sure to include specific details to entice your future residents.
DAY THREE – Present your project and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – Burial

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “Why were the dead buried in the floor?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):

1. Describe the burial ritual of Catalhoyuk.  How does this compare to other burial rituals of the hunter-gatherer groups discussed in class?

2. Watch the burial excavation.  Describe the archaeologist’s methods of excavation.

3. Click on “Will This Burial Practice Seem Unusual in 9,000 years?” Then answer the question.

4. Choose a burial to uncover and take notes on what the archaeologists discovered.

DAY TWO – Project

Read the comic and tell a story about the baby.

DAY THREE – Present your project and answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

The Mysteries of CATALHOYUK!

Web Activity – Goddesses

Directions:  You will research one aspect of life in the famous Neolithic farming town of Catalhoyuk (found in modern-day Turkey).  You will have one day to work with your partner and use the computer to answer some research questions about your topic.  You will also have one day to work with your partner to create a project that you will share with the class to teach them more about this amazing archaeological find.

DAY ONE – Research

Go to http://www.smm.org/catal/mysteries/
And click on “…And what about the goddess figurines?”
Answer these questions on a separate piece of paper to be handed in (one per person):

1. What are some theories about the goddess figurine?

2. Answer the questions for Mystery One.

3. Answer the questions for Mystery Two.

4. Read the figurine comic.  What do you think this figurine looks like? Why?

DAY TWO – Project

Think about what the goddess figurine tells you about the status of women in Catalhoyuk.  Watch the interview with Ian Hodder about gender roles in Catalhoyuk.  Create a short skit that illustrates to the class the roles of men and women in Catalhoyuk.

DAY THREE – Present your project and the answers to your research questions.

GRADING-

