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Vocabulary Riddles

In this activity, invite your students to be “mind readers”. Choose a word from the word bank and write it down--don’t let anyone see it. Have students number their scratch paper 1-5. You will give them five clues about a word you chose. They are to take a guess after each clue and write that guess down. By the fifth clue, everyone should guess your word. 


1.
It’s one of the words on in the math word bank.


2.
It has five letters.


3.
It has an “i” for a vowel.


4.
It is a unit of length.


5.
 It completes this sentence: “Mrs. Bradley drove 7  _______ to 

get to the mall.”

Word Sorts

Word sorts can be done in many ways. You can sort by many different characteristics including the following: 

· vowels

· consonant sounds

· number of letters

· math standard

· categories

Today’s word sort will have you sorting measurement vocabulary by category (length, weight, capacity).

Portable Word Banks

For the convenience of the individual child, a portable word bank may be desirable. Very young children may have difficulty seeing the word wall from their seats, so table-top word banks may be helpful. Students who leave the room for special classes such as SEI classes or Special Ed. classes can take their word banks with them.

These can be personalized, illustrated, color coded, or individualized in a variety of ways. They can be listed by standard or alphabetically. The students can enter the words, or the teacher can do that.

Materials needed include file folders, colored pencils/markers, and word lists.

Vocabulary “Tests”

Vocabulary tests can take on a variety of looks. Since this is a vocabulary test rather than a spelling test, it’s perfectly fine for the kids to use the word bank to assist them with spelling…in fact, I would encourage it!!! Here’s a sample… 

1.
Number one begins with a “g” and is a measure of capacity.

2.
Number two begins with a “y” and is a measure of length

3.
Number three begins with an “o” and is a measure of weight.

4.
Number four rhymes with “cinch” and is a measure of length.

5.
Number five completes this sentence, “Mrs. Rimbey lives 15 _______ 

away from the school.”

Vocabulary Journals

Vocabulary journals go beyond having the students simply list their math vocabulary words. They include illustrations and/or definitions as well. Below is a sample entry for a vocabulary journal. 

	Rectangle: A four-sided shape with 4 right angles.



	Examples:




	Non-Examples:
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