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Lucy Marshall was born in 1933 at Mount Anderson sheep station in the West Kimberley, Western Australia.  In those days Aboriginal people’s lives were controlled by the Western Australian Aboriginal Act, which meant they could not move freely around the country.  Nor could they mix with people of their own choosing.  Despite these restrictions Lucy grew up well versed in two cultures.  She was able to accommodate political and social changes as they came and raised her own seven children plus over forty foster care children.  Despite no formal ‘whitefella’ education Lucy worked two jobs while her children were growing up and has served on a number of community and government committees including the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies and the West Australian Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee.  She has represented Australian Aboriginal Women at an international forum and welcomes into her home people from all walks of life and nationalities.
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Colleen Hattersley was born in Sydney, NSW, in 1944.  With her family she travelled the state eventually settling in Canberra where she completed her education including tertiary studies at the Australian National University.  Colleen spent some time teaching in Papua New Guinea before raising her two sons in Canberra and Northern New South Wales. She enjoyed a career in administration until 1998 when a commitment to help Lucy Marshall ‘put down’ her story took her to the West Kimberley.  She has worked with Lucy and other Kimberley groups in developing curriculum materials for teaching Nyikina language and culture, and was an interviewer for the Bringing Them Home Oral History Project conducted by the National Library of Australia.  Participation in Derby community projects includes collecting stories for the publication Boorroola Nganka, Derby Stories and research for the Derby Cemeteries project.
