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Greetings, Parents, Guardians and Students of Charles H. Kim Elementary School! We are happy to introduce our first newsletter! We have been working long and hard for the past month and would like to take this opportunity to share with you all the activities we have been doing. Sit back, relax and let us take you on a journey far beyond your imagination!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Our Open Court Unit Theme is “LET’S READ!” so we have been reading diligently in class and at home. I would like to thank all the parents for supporting and continually reading with your child. We have been hearing many exciting stories of decodable reading time that families have set up with their child and hope this will continue. Perhaps later on, the roles would be switched and your child will soon be reading to you! One student quotes, “I love the way my daddy does funny voices when he reads!” Our class has started writing book reports on their favorite books and some of our most popular books for the month were:

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle that follows the progress of a little caterpillar as he eats his way through a varied quantity of food until, full at last, he forms a cocoon around himself and goes to sleep.

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. where children see a variety of animals, each one a different color, and a teacher looking at them. 

Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson where Harold goes for a walk in the moonlight with his purple crayon and creates many fantastic adventures.
“Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge; it is thinking that makes what we read ours.”-John Locke
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


We have finished our chapter on patterns where students were able to create their own patterns using various pictures, drawings, and items found in their home or school. They had to identify the pattern unit whether it was an ABAB, ABBA, or ABC displayed in their pattern. It was amazing to see the different types of objects used to create certain pattern units such as using colored paper clips, pictures of boys and girls in the classroom, jelly beans, shapes, and many others. This project taught students different ways of looking at math. Students are now pointing out daily patterns they see throughout the week and I’m sure your child has been coming home and sharing them with you (! Once again thank you for taking the time to work with your child!
“The essence of mathematics is not to make simple things complicated, but to make complicated things simple”-S. Gudder
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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The students have officially developed a knack for gardening and are proud to be the second Green School (Environmentally Safe) in LAUSD. Students are eager to plant new flowers in our crafty-made garden. The garden itself took several weeks to finish, but due to our dedication and perseverance, our garden looks extraordinary! We are now able to plant many different flowers in our beautiful garden and to think we just started off with bean sprouts. For the first week, each student was given a lima bean to place inside a damp paper towel. We placed the wet paper towel in a plastic bag and each day the students recorded their observations in a journal. As the lima bean began to sprout within days, we placed the plant in soil and watched it grow into a full bean plant. 
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Every week we randomly choose a student to learn more about him or her. The student with the help of an adult decorates a bulletin board that describes their personality. At the end of the week, the student does a mini five minute presentation on the items or pictures they have on the bulletin. Through Friend of the Week, students are able to get to know one another on a personal basis. It gives each student an opportunity to gain self confidence as they come up to share and any fear of public speaking is gradually lifted away. Every child will have an opportunity to share and we are looking forward to learn more about each student for they are equally important and special![image: image5.jpg]



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



- Please read to and with your child daily for s/he will be bringing home mini decodable books that s/he has read in class

- Discuss stories you read and television programs you watch together
- Evaluate/monitor your child’s printing since it is an important skill in first grade
- Provide opportunities for your child to engage in real math activities
- Please scaffold and spend time with your child on their daily homework assignments (30-45 minutes) because it reinforces what your child has learned that day
- Share your child’s excitement and be positive about school, their new teachers, classmates, and classroom
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



- Parent Advisory Meeting this Wednesday(7/25): Discuss matters on school issues and concerns.

- Class Tea (7/27): opportunity for parents to meet other students’ parents and to ask any classroom concerns.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


- Thank you to all Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff for making this possible. We wouldn’t have done it without your continuous love and support! (

