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| started dating when | wasthir-
teen and continued to date until |
was thirty-three. | took some time
off from dating while| wasinvolved
in missionary work and in a brief,
but disastrous marriage. So, what |
am about to tell you isneither theo-
retical nor idealistic.

Thereis probably no variation
on dating that | have not tried and |
have only found one that worked.
Let meskip al the history and gory
details and jump to when | was in
Austin.

| was recovering from the dis-
appointment and emotional havoc
of another failed relationship when
| remembered something | had read
out of the Bible a couple of years
earlier. “Itisgood for a man not to
touch a woman. Nevertheless to
avoid fornication, let every man
have his own wife and let every
woman have her own husband.”® |
understood that thiswastheBible's
standard for unmarried people. Paul
also wrote to Timothy saying,
“Treat the younger women as Sis-
ters, with all purity”.®

Later, in his second letter to
Timothy, Paul reiterated this when
he said, “Flee from youthful lusts.
But follow after righteousness, faith,
charity and peace with those who
call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.”® At thetimetheideaof not
touching or having any romanticin-
volvement withawoman until | was
married to her seemed totally unre-
alistic and absurd. How would |
ever findout if | liked someonewell
enough to marry them?

But then a couple of years and
a few more scars later, | was will-
ing to consider theideaagain. Cer-
tainly it could not be any worsethan

(1) 1Cor7:21

(2) 1Tim5:2
(3) 2Tim2:22

How To Find A Godly Wife

what | had been living through. So
| tried it, thefirst part that is. | de-
cided that | would not touch a
woman again until | wasmarried to
her.

Asyou might imagine thisdid
not go over very well with the
women | met. The ones who did
not think | was crazy, perceived this
asreection and did not want to have
anything to do with me. As |
thought about thisit occurred to me
that | had to give up the chase en-
tirely.

What | was looking for, the
Bible says cannot be found by
searching for it. “Who can find a
virtuous woman? Her priceis far
aboverubies.”® Soevenif | didfind
someone, | could not win or acquire
her.

Solomon tried, he had a thou-
sand wives. Hereiswhat he said,
“Thishave | found, counting one by
oneto find out the account, and yet
my soul isstill seeking, but | cannot
find out, One man among a thou-
sand | have found. But a woman
among all these | have not found.”®
Think of it! Solomon had a thou-
sand wives and he could not find
one whom he could trust!

Now let’'sseewhat hedid find.
“l find more bitter than death the
woman, whose heart is snares and
nets and her hands as shackles.
Whoever pleases God shall escape
from her, but the sinner shall be
taken by her.”® This is the same
thing that | found.

For all my seeking, years and
years wasted on it, | never did find
onel could trust. Why? God said,
“A house and riches are the inher-
itance from a father, but a virtuous
wifeisfromthe Lord.”®

(4) Prov 31:10
(5) Eccl 7:27, 28
(6) Eccl 7:26
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Only God can giveyou agodly
wife. You “find” her when God
brings her across your path as you
are following and pleasing him.®
“ Seek first the kingdom of God and
hisrighteousnessand all these other
things will be added to you.”©

Instead of seeking God and
serving Him as the primary objec-
tiveof my life, | had been distracted
by thisfutile pursuit. Those whom
| knew had “ succeeded” inthe chase
were divorced soon after (like my-
self). Man, did | feel like a fool!
But now thingswere going to bedif-
ferent. | decided to implement the
second half of 2 Timothy 2:22,
“..but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call
on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

| determined that | would not
date a new believer or a girl who
did not have a prior established re-
lationship with God. Also, | would
not go out with a girl unless | had
reasons to believe that she was
someone | would marry. Conse-
guently, | did not go out very much.
Infact, | did not goout at all, until |
met my wife.

How would you recognize a
virtuous woman? | was so worldly
| had probably met or even known
some and had not realized it. | had
to completely revamp my ideas of
what was attractive in awoman. |
did a Bible Study of what God val-
ued in a woman and discarded my
old values. 1'd be glad to share it
with you if are interested.

Hereare 4 things| learned. A
godly woman will be:

Faithful to God. She will
daily draw near to God through
prayerfully reading, studying,
memorizing and living God'sWord.
(7) Prov19:14

(8) Prov 18:22
(9) Matt 6:33
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You cannot know God if you do not
know Hisword. You cannot obey
God if you do not know what he
said.

Faithful to fellowship, she
will be part of and involved in fel-
lowship with other godly women
who can help support, encourage,
and direct her. If you do get mar-
ried, your wife will especially need
thisfor dealing withyou! Also, you
cannot be her sole emotional sup-
port.

Faithful toministry. A godly
woman will beinvolved in glorify-
ing Jesus through some form of
ministry. That may be visiting the
sick and elderly, evangelism, mis-
sionary work, etc. She will be ac-
tively involved in some ministry.

Faithful to modesty. Godly
women do not draw attention to
themselves by their dress, jewelry,
behavior, speech, make-up, etc.
They do not show up at church, or
anywhereese, “dressedtokill”, i.e.,
causing men to lust and sin, com-
mitting adultery in their hearts re-
sulting in death. “Then when lust
hath concelved, it bringeth forth sin;
and sin, whenitisfinished, bringeth
forth death.”® The Bible hasalot
to say about this.

By this time you are probably
getting the picture of just how im-
possible it would be to find a girl
like thisand how futile it would be
to search for her. But just think, all
of those things she isto be you are
to be and more (except the make-
up)! So, you have something to do
between now and when you meet
her.

Guess what, beside all this
Jesus expects you to be able to sup-
port her and any children you may

(10) James 1:15

have including even her relatives!!
Yes! It says, “But if any provide
not for his own, and especially for
those of his own house, he hath de-
nied the faith, and isworse than an
infidel.” V) Before you
even think of getting married or
going out with a girl you must be
established in your career so you
will havetheincometo take care of
them. Why would the father of a
virtuous daughter give her to you
unlessyou areagodly manwho can
take care of her? A lot to do be-
tween now and then.

What do you do in the mean
timesothat you arenotlonely? This
is where “following righteousness,
faith, charity and peace with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart” 2 becomes important. It is
inevitable that “bad companions
will corrupt good morals.”®®

Thisiswhy it isimperative to
find Christian friends who have the
same scriptural standards and who
live by them. Asyou get involved
in ministry projects, fellowship ac-
tivities, prayer, Bible study and wor-
shipwith friendslikethese you will
not be lonely. With this and school
and exploring career options
through volunteer work there will
no be time.

What do you do when you meet
some one whom you believe God
may want you to marry? Once you
are spiritually prepared to be the
priest of your home.... Wait. What
does that mean? It means that you
have an established foundation asa
Christian man, ready to fulfil the
duties of a husband and father.

As a Christian man you have
studied and obeyed God's word
such that you are able to show and

(11) 1 Tim 58

(12) 2Tim 2:22
(13) 1 Cor 15:33
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teach out of the Bible why you be-
lieve what you believe. You have
“studied to show your self approved
by God” such that you are “aways
ready to give an answer to anyone
who asks you a reason for the con-
fidence (in Christ) that isin you.” @

As a Christian husband your
primary responsibility is to “Love
your wife, sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the
word.”®® You must be able to an-
swer questions she has about the
Bible or know how to find the an-
swersin the Bible.

Also, you must be ableto make
decisions based on the scripturesfor
the standards in your home. What
thingswill you permit and what will
you forbid inyour home. You must
be solid in you convictions from
searching the scriptures because
you will encounter questions.

AsaChristian father you must
beableto read and explainthe Bible
toyour children. After al, thetime
will comewhen they will ask, “Why
should | obey you”? Why should |
do, or not do this?” Unlessyou can
show them God's standardsin scrip-
ture and His judgements against
those who disregard him, your an-
swerswill bemerely opinion. Your
children cannot build their lives on
the foundation of your beliefs. It
must betheir beliefsout of theword.

Starting now to set your priori-
ties on following Jesus and pursu-
ing Hispurposefor your lifeasyour
primary goal will develop you into
a man of God, as you alow His
Spirit to shape your choices. For
example, choosing a fellowship
where othersloveand livethe Word
and will hold you accountableto do
so. | gave up the large church with

(14) 2Tim 2:15, 1 Pt 3:15
(15) Eph 5:25,26
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its big singles group and many so-
cial activities. | sought out achurch
wherel had heard that the Biblewas
taught and obeyed and peopl e knew
each other’slives, difficulties, etc.

My social life changed also. |
went to worship, prayer meetings
and fellowship gatherings, but now
my goal was no longer to meet a
girl, but to meet with God and His
people. | cannot tell you how im-
portant thisis.

When you commit yourself to
following Christ first and foremost,
and fulfilling Hisplan for your life,
not regarding your own needs and
desires, then you are truly His dis-
ciple. You are losing your life to
find His. “And when he had called
the people unto him with His dis-
ciplesalso, he said unto them, Who-
soever will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up hiscross,
and follow me. For whosoever shall
save his life shall lose it; but who-
soever shall losehislifefor my sake
and the gospel’s, the same shall save
it.” 1o

Only when you are following
Jesus wholly with no other desire
but to do Hiswill, only then can he
lead you in the path that He has
planned. And only as you are fol-
lowing the path of Hiswill can He
bring to you the one He has prepared
for you. You cannot find her and
you cannot meet her any other way.

Thefirst night | walked into a
small church where | had heard the
people were devoted to the Word |
saw two old friends whom | had
known from abig church in another
city. | walked over to sit with them
thinking how unusual it was to see
themthere. | had comefor no other
purpose, but to get closer to God and

(16) Mark 8:34,35

His people.

As| took my place in the pew
next to them, | was amazed to see
right beside metherewasagirl ina
body cast from her right ankleup to
her armpits. | never could have
dreamed that here was the woman
whom God had chosen for me.

After the meeting we all went
to arestaurant and sat at the same
table since she was a friend of my
two friends. | could not help but
ask her what had happened. | was
astonished to learn that anatural gas
explosion had destroyed her second
floor apartment and caused these
extensive injuries. She had been
blown out through a wall and into
the parking lot below.

After dinner they invited meto
afellowship gathering at her sister’s
home that weekend. Thereas| had
an opportunity to talk with her | was
deeply impressed with her complete
devotion to Christ. Having lost ev-
erything, she wanted nothing but to
follow Jesusand do hiswill. | knew
that this was arare opportunity.

| had the overwhelming sense
that this meeting was very impor-
tant and that | must treat her with
the respect and care befitting one of
the King's daughters. | found ev-
ery opportunity to visit with her;
after church, at volleyball games,
home gatherings, etc.

My attentions did not go un-
noticed by her older sisters, one of
whom directly asked meto declare
my intentions. When | told them of
my interest, | was awestruck to hear
of their church’sconvictions on dat-
ing which were exactly the same as
mine. | had not been able to find
one person who agreed with my
stand on dating and here was a
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wholechurch full of them! Wasthis
the hand of God or what?

| had determined long before
this never to be alone or in private
with awoman, eveninacar or at a
park. Furthermore, | had firmly re-
solved to not kiss or become physi-
cally involved with awoman before
| wasmarried to her. To implement
this | had decided on a course of
“environmental discipline” as |
called it, to discipline my environ-
ment.

| had learned that the choiceto
sin was made not at the time when
you sin, but at the time you choose
to put yourself in atempting situa-
tion. The choiceto fall isnot made
when you dlip off the cliff. Itis
made when you chooseto walk next
to the edge.

If you giveyour flesh naturean
occasiontosinit will takeit regard-
less of your best intentions. Do not
alow yourself to bealoneand in pri-
vatewith agirl for any reason, even
to “read the Word”. Flee from it.
“Abstain from all appearance of
evil.”@n

If you honor God and obey
Him in your relationship, He will
honor you and bless you with His
presence. If you defilethat relation-
ship with sin, God will depart from
it. There will be no way to hold it
together or restoreit apart from His
intervention.

If you always stay in public or
in groups you can easily avoid the
pitfallsand temptationsthat destroy
many relationships. You can learn
alot about a person just by talking
to them and getting to know them
at your church or fellowship. The
four thingsthat | mentioned to ook
for earlier you can learn in groups

(17) 1Thess5:22



bestofthebible.net

without ever going out together.

When you do meet someone
whomyou areinterested in, you can
have a wonderfully romantic time
learning about each other’s plans
and dreamsfor the future. You can
draw near to God together in his
Word talking about what Jesus has
been teaching you, confiding your
feelings for one another, and so on.

All of thiscan happeninares-
taurant, on a front porch, going for
awalk or in apark where there are
other people. You can have as pri-
vate and persona a discussion as
you like in these settings, with no
temptation to sin. | would never
drivein acar aonetogether, either.
Thisisaset up for great temptation.
Take separate cars and meet there
instead.

Thisiswhat we and | did and
God blessed it. This was the only
successful relationship | ever had.
| never kissed my wife until after
we stood at the altar and said. “I
do.” Thisisno credittome. Itjust
shows how miraculously God will
intervene and help you when you
decide to obey Him. His grace is
sufficient to enable usto obey Him
inal things. “AndHesaid unto me,
My grace is sufficient for thee; for
my strength ismade perfect in weak-
ness.” 19)

Think about it, how can arela-
tionship end? Either in marriage or
inabreak up. Why start arelation-
ship that must end in breaking up?
That is, one beforeyou areready to
get married or one with someone
whom you haveno reasonto believe
you would marry.

Also, breaking up is the most
emotionally devastating thing you
can do to yourself or someone else.

(18) 2 Cor 12:9

It islike a mini-divorce and some-
timesnot so “mini”. You will carry
the emotional scars of breaking up
for years.

Inyour heart it developsapro-
tective reflex such that you are not
able to totally give yourself emo-
tionally to your wife as Christ re-
quires. You reflexively hold back
some, involuntarily as a result of
having been hurt before. Also, it can
take years to completely trust your
wife asyou should. Thisisnot be-
cause of anything that she has done,
but because of what others have
doneto you in the past.

You will find yourself being
suspicious of her motives, misread-
ing her intentions and assuming that
she is manipulating you or schem-
ing for something when that is not
the case at al! You arejust react-
ing to what has happened to you
before in that setting. The more
peopleyou break up with theworse
thisgetsuntil you areamost impos-
sibleto live with.

It took me over 3 yearsto trust
my wife after we were married and
she had done nothing but good to
me the whole time. It was al be-
cause of my past errors. What's
worse is that breaking up with
people makes you so emationally
hardened and used to it that it isall
the more easy to divorce your wife
when things get difficult.

Beside this there is the inevi-
table comparative analysis that de-
velops when you begin to compare
your wifeto other women you knew
before. Thisalwaysresultsin dis-
satisfaction because your memory
is always better than reality. “Bet-
ter is what you can see with your
eyes than the wandering of you de-
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sires” “Hell and destruction are
never full, so the eyes of man are
never satisfied.” 9

You see, dating other women
isgrossly unfair to your wife!! Who
can compete with your imagina-
tion? Ultimately shewill lose hope
of ever being ableto pleaseyou, and
then the bitterness of rejection sets
in.

Well my son, | hope you can
learn from this brief narrative not
to date. Search the scriptures
whether these things are so. Who
in the Bible ever “dated” ?!

No one. Why? Itisnot God's
will. It isjust the transitory plea
sure of lust and sin that results in
destruction and death. Itistheway
of theflesh, the devil and theworld.
Don’'t doit!!

Learn from what the Word
says. Learn from what has hap-
pened to other people, like me.
Learn from the divorces, abortions
and single parent homes all around
you. How do you think thisall hap-
pened? That’'s right, dating for
“fun” instead of forever. Broken
hearts become hardened hearts.
“Becauseiniquity shall abound, the
love of many shall become cold.” ??

Whatever you do, do not learn
by experience. You may not sur-
viveit. | amost did not.

As the Father wills, may the
Lord Jesus bless you with a godly
wifein histime as you follow him.

P.S. | waswrong about no one
dating inthe Bible. Samson did date
Delilan. Look how great that
worked out!
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