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Introduction
My research has evolved from a vague interest in book popularity among college students to a reform plan that could potentially benefit to the campus community. At the start I wanted to understand what topics, genres, and aspects of novels appeal the most to college students. It was originally more of a marketability study to what college students want to read. After toying with possible mediums of locally testing this question, I finally found a specific direction with which to explore the topic.

Over the past year or so, I’ve listened to multiple audiobooks on my iPod to pass the time during downtime and on road trips. Personally I enjoy authors with highly inflectional and emotional stories in oral form rather than written. Only through audiobooks can one hear the narrator of Yann Martel’s Life of Pi articulate a perfect Indian dialect; or the many narrators of Chuck Palahniuk’s Haunted portray hopelessness through word emphasis and intonation. When I listen to an audiobook, I can relax my eyes and kick back instead of supporting the weight of a paperback in my hands and forcing its pages to stay open. Sure, these may be petty matters to complain about, but the trifles of conventional novel reading are reason enough for college students to abandon leisure reading in lieu of videogames and reality shows. Perhaps there’s a way to encourage greater involvement in student reading. 
Essential Question
Would expanding Carrier Library’s audiobook CD collection with in-demand audiobooks benefit JMU students?
This question does not include a step-by-step program to implement such an inventory change for the library. Rather, this proposal asks whether students would use an audiobook collection or not. In the process of learning whether students are open to audiobooks, the survey will also let us know genres and specific titles of books that appeal to JMU students. 

Reasons for Research

· I want to satisfy my original question: what genres and titles are most appealing to college students?

· The Carrier Library only has fifty-one audiobook CDs total. This is a small amount compared to my own county libraries, which have over two thousand.

· Spoken word is the world’s oldest form of communication, predating written dialogue. 

· Audiobooks reach a greater audience of students, including blind and dyslexic people.

· People who are auditory learners prefer listening to reading.

· Listening is a passive process, requiring less effort. Therefore reading can be a leisure activity instead of a “homework” activity.

· In between each class students have fifteen minutes, time that could be spent audio reading.

· According to the last Audio Publisher’s Association survey conducted a year and two months ago, audiobooks are a growing industry. This new market, which began only twenty years ago, has gained even more popularity in recent years. Sony has recognized the growing market and plans to release a portable audiobook player.

· I’m almost certain that if students were asked on a survey “Do you wish you had more time to read books you’re interested in?” the majority would affirm their desire to read.
Primary Audience and Secondary Audience
I’ve already spoken with Ralph Alberico, Dean of Libraries, who will receive this research. He is interested in the topic and has provided me with key information to direct my study. Dr. Alberico mentioned that library circulation has no way to track popular titles, so a survey will be the most direct means to answer the content aspect of my research question. He also explained that since Carrier Library is an academic library, state funds pay for all curriculum-based literature while Friends of Carrier Library pays for popular reading titles in what is known as the Browsing Collection. Audiobooks would fall into the Browsing Collection category and would thusly be financed by the Friends of Carrier Library. 
The secondary audience, Friends of Carrier Library, is an active organization that raises money through workshops, book sales, drives, and donations. After Dr. Alberico receives my research and decides whether or not the Carrier Library would want an audiobook collection augmentation, the actual contents of the new collection will be controlled by Friends of Carrier Library. Of course, Dr. Alberico will forward this study to them so that their donations can cater to desired titles and genres of the JMU students that I surveyed.

Research Will Be Strictly Informative 
Jeff Clark, Director of Media Resources at Carrier Library, has agreed to meet with me in order to discuss the overall process of audiobook collection expansion. We will discuss implications of the acquisition process but we won’t formulate a specific implementation procedure. Talking to Mr. Clark will provide a clearer basis on how to stylize survey questions. This project will gather information based on students’ opinions, but I will not meddle with the inner workings of buying and storing audiobooks. The Carrier Library already has fifty audiobooks in its section and has adequate room for more. Even if the study conclusively shows that students overwhelmingly yearn for nonacademic audiobooks but the Carrier Library can’t expand its own collection, other libraries, bookstores, and English professors in the Harrisonburg area will still be able to utilize the research. The necessity for audiobooks must first be established before implementation plans are proposed. Besides, logistics such as budget are issues best left to Ralph Alberico and Friends of Carrier Library. All I can do is present information, since they will decide how much time, money, and effort will be invested in such a venture.
Possible Problems

My fellow TSC classmates brought up a few problems that could arise as I conduct this research. Copying audiobooks onto a portable mp3 player is indeed illegal, but this will not be a problem unless the library starts condoning the act of piracy. Students caught pirating will be punished by the government personally; in the act of piracy the Library is in no way guilty by association. Besides, the Library already knows how to handle this sort of thing, since it already has an extensive music CD collection.

Another concern doesn’t seem to affect the research either: I may discover that students have an utter lack of desire in audiobooks. But I won’t come out of this empty-handed. I will have learned the favorite titles and genres of the college demographic. Also this research could prove to be interesting on a number of other levels. Wouldn’t the results of this study be interesting to compare with the opinions of students surveyed in future years? 
Research Plan

The bulk of my research rests in the survey, which I hope many JMU students will participate in. Before I create a survey on the Web Surveyor site, I must formulate my questions carefully. Questions should be phrased in such a way that the Carrier Library administration will regard the research as professional quality and trust the results. I will seek guidance from fellow TSC students to tailor my ideas into effective questions. Some potential questions include:

· Do you wish you had more time to read books you’re interested in?

· During the past year about how many books have you read for enjoyment?

· What was the last book or audiobook that you read?

· Have you ever listened to an audiobook?

· If Carrier Library had an audiobook you were interested in available, would you read it?

· What subject matter or topics do you feel are important in books you read?

· Select any genres from the list that appeal to you: mystery, fantasy, romance, etc.

· Name a book that you want to read.

· Name a topic you would like to read about in a book.

In the second phase of my research I will scavenge for other universities, which have audiobook collections and conduct interviews with head librarians on the success of such operations. I’ve already found much information on the topic, but I believe that more pertinent sources will yield a more truthful context for this research proposal.
Conclusion
Reaching the goals set in this memorandum won’t be a problem; I believe that such research will fit perfectly in the remaining time until the end of the semester. Dr. Bednar’s article “Books On The Go” brings up the perspective that there will always be a reticent crowd who will never feel quite comfortable with audiobooks. Whether my research proves that JMU students take interest in this new technology or not, I feel that the JMU college experience should expose students to as many different technologies as possible. So even if my research concludes that audiobooks will never catch on, I’m content with merely introducing the possibility of audiobooks into peoples’ lives through my questionnaire survey. 
