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They want to extinguish the light of ALLAH with their mouths but ALLAH will complete and perfect HIS light, it doesn’t matter how averse the kaafirs and the mushriks are there-to 


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Muslims who fear Allah…

Allah’s guiding words (about which there is no doubt) are so telling of our time. Even though the names may be different, the roles are the same. In the following ayah, Allah is underscoring and emphasizing the fact that The pharoah and his assistant and his troops were wrong and aggressive (Surah Qassas verse 8).

Why is Allah telling us about a fact when we are separated from that reality? Allah guides us in order that we can soak our minds with the correct information and not be emotionally involved with such a ruler. Strangely, even though Allah offers us this information, we are incapable of processing this information within our time.

Notice, Allah brought to our attention a ruler who in terms of power was 2nd to none in this world. There were no rulers, kings, emperors or autocrats at that time that could compete with this ruler. Do we have a parallel ruler in our time? This is where our thinking kicks in. Many times, Allah says that He has presented His words of wisdom to people who think; for people who reason; for those who have core thoughts. Are we supposed to understand that this ayah is frozen in the age of the pharoah? Or, are we supposed to understand that it is an expose of all those who have the qualities of the pharaoh? And, this is where the gap is, because we don’t find Muslims who are willing to read and understand what Allah is saying in terms of the realities of our own lives. If Allah is saying the pharoah and his assistant and his troops were wrong and aggressive, then, He is also saying that everyone with the description, qualities, policies and strategies of the pharoah qualify for being condemned. If there’s any time in which we are required to understand the meanings of this ayah, now is the time, because of what is being done to us. What did this 2nd to none ruler in the world do to his people? Remember, his people were not local people, he was a world figure. That pharaoh figure had an elevated status not in a country or a region, but in the known world of that time. Do we have a person that fills the vacancy of the pharoah? If we don’t think, we don’t have anyone, but if we begin to think, then we will realise who the contemporary pharoahs are. 

The pharaoh had an elevated status in the world, and then, he rendered the occupants of earth divided segments of people (Surah Al-Qassas verse 4).

Does this ring a bell? If you think, it rings a bell, but if you don’t think, you won’t get it? Take a look at today’s world, they’ve taken every divisive factor and used it against the human family to divide it. Is there division in the world along the lines of “race”? Is there division in the world along the lines of “national origin or ethnicity”? Take the issue of “sects or religions” as a matter of division in the human crowd. Take the issue of “gender”- if you’re a man or a woman, you have to feel that you are not belonging to the other gender, or there’s some type of tension between you and the other gender. Take the issue of “Class”- if you have a certain amount of wealth or if lack a certain amount of wealth, then that’s supposed to also generate division, tension and friction. If you think, you’re able to see the division in this world along these lines, but if you are not thinking, you’ll just pass by this whole affair as if it doesn’t even exist.

Then, this pharoah (of old and new) takes a look at human society and finds that there are elements that are weak. If these segments or populations of the world are weak, then he takes advantage of them, he oppresses them, he steals their resources (Surah Al-Qassas verse 4).

If you are thinking of what Allah is telling you, your attention will go to areas in the world where this is happening. Aren’t there wars in Africa, Latin America, Asia etc., where there are populations that are oppressed? They want the diamonds, the petroleum, the natural resources, etc. and to get that, they have to kill. If they have to institutionalise tyranny- they do that! But how come they can do it, and they can get away with it? He gets away, simply because we fail to make this a collective point of attention among us. There should be a Masjid public opinion that germinates in the Masjid- and if 2billion people become that public opinion, then, the pharoah will not be able to get away with what he tried to get away with then, or what he is trying to get away with now. For those of us who are slow at catching up with what Allah has to say. The strategy and policies that were at work then continue to be at work now. They kill the sons of people- the pharoah did that at that time in the case of the Children of Israel. Do we see similar policies today? Is there a policy of YUDHABIHU ABNA AHUM WA YASTAH YI NISA AHUM? If you don’t think, you’ll say it doesn’t exist, but if you think, then you can take an illustration of that. Take what is happening in Iraq? Isn’t that a good example of YUDHABIHU ABNA AHUM WA YASTAH YI NISA AHUM? Wars for the past 25 years! Doesn’t the killing of the men and the children- the males of that society- through warfare, economic sanctions, forced dislocations etc. exemplify this ayah?
This is the nature of human corruption, chaos, mischief and trouble making. (Surah Al-Qassas verse 4)
And then, when it comes to Muslims, who may want to look and understand these realities, there’s a barrier between our affinity with Al-Qur’an on 1 hand and the facts that are highlighted in the Qur’an on the other hand. How does pharoah deal with us? We’re supposed to be committed Muslims who have a degree of knowledge ahead of others- what does the pharoah do? How does he affect us?

The pharoah penetrated our minds to a degree that he is taking us lightly. (Surah Az-Zukhruf verse 54)
He knows that we don’t take the Qur’an seriously, so he disregards us. It’s present in front of us- thousands of people listen to senseless khutbahs rather than to khutbahs that make sense. Look at how the pharoah has taken people lightly. His people are no longer limited to 1 nation, globalisation is in the process, so now, the pharoah is taking lightly the popular opinion of the world, (because he is not only the pharoah of the known world, but the pharoah of the entire world). Take a look at how obedient people are to the “minor pharaohs”. If the pharoah says that Islam is a matter of fanaticism and terror, then those who are supposed to belong to the Qur’an follow the pharoah. The mistake is to follow the pharoah in his policies and strategies, especially now, when we Muslims are not living in a time of comfort where we can finesse our Islam and concentrate on issues of brushing our teeth or wearing an aba’ah. Can anyone who is living in this world deny what is happening to the Muslims? It’s almost like every week there’s a new place in the world where bombs are being dropped on us. The Prophet of Allah said as he stood on the day of Arafaat in hajj (this is one of the hadiths that the status-quo clergy men want to sweep beneath the carpet) “O people! Which day is this?”

He then said-“This is a day of sanctity.”

He said- “Which place is this?”

He then replied-“This is a place of sanctity.”

He asked- “Which month is this?”

He then answered-“This is a month of sanctity.”

He then said- “O people- know that your lives and your possessions and your honour are as sanctimonious, they have as much sanctity as this day in this place in this month.”
This is the sanctity of Muslim blood and Muslim lives. Oh yeah?! So what are these bombs and weapons and war-fronts that are shedding and spilling Muslim blood around the world saying to Allah’s Prophet. He says Muslim life has sanctity to it but the mushriks and kaafirs are saying “No! There’s no sanctity to it.” And we can prove it because Muslim blood flows.

Let those who are present communicate this information to those who are absent.

If there was a physical absence at that time, there’s a mental absence at this time, because to bring this hadith into the context of our world today, we’re going to be forced to look at the major pharoahs and the minor pharoahs. We’re going to begin to focus on the presidents and the kings who are making decisions that affect our lives. They don’t want us to do that, so they as a matter of convenience marginalise this type of hadith. This is not a matter of picking on presidents and kings, it is a matter of exposing them as a function and a responsibility directly from the Qur’an and Allah’s Prophet. But the pharoah enjoys the Muslim ignorance that we display. Besides, he has a network of status quo Muslim scholars who only express his line of thought. There’s been a globalisation of this network that reverberates with ignorance from Saudi Arabia to Washington, which has cost the Muslims hundreds of thousands if not millions of lives. Can anyone deny it?! So what’s the description of people who are vulnerable to the sliding hand of the pharoah?
We set ourselves up for qualifying for QAWMAN FASIKIN. (Surah Az-Zukhruf verse 54)

Does it bother anyone to say the truth? All the developments around us are a pressure on us to think of what Allah is instructing us to do. Allah doesn’t want us to go and fall asleep during the jum’ah khutbah once a week, nor to listen to nonsense, even though millions of Muslims are doing that every week. That is the force and the effect of traditions- when jum’ah has become a tradition and is no longer an institution that is able to generate and mould public opinion. Even though we have all of these catastrophes and calamities surrounding us, it is a shame that we still have pathetic khutbahs and indifferent and passive people who come to the Masaajid, and then can’t wait for the moment to be released back into their dunya.
(This ayah is in the context of Jum’ah prayers), And if they see, or sense a business opportunity or a time of leisure, they will part immediately from you (O Prophet of Allah) and leave you in your affairs alone to struggle with them. Say to them, what Allah has is better than the commercial activity that you are engaged in. (Surah Al-Jum’ah verse 11)
Commercialism has penetrated so deeply, that even Muslim scholars are speaking about the fiqh of being practical and reasonable. That is another way of saying we have to tow the line of the economic interests in the world and not be against the status-quo. Do you see how the pharoah has penetrated and come down on us in the political language and in the religious discourse of our Masaajid and amongst our khateebs and preachers who are supposed to know better? Where is this sanctity that the Prophet spoke about in his final Hajj? The Prophet is saying “Muslim life is expensive.” But, the kuffaar and the mushriks are saying Muslim life is cheap! Where are you in all of this? Have you ever given it a thought? Hear what the Prophet is saying and see what the kaafirs are doing, and in-between, see how the status-quo scholars are giving legitimacy to the condition that we are in? Granted- there are old people for whom it may be too late to have this Qur’an touch bases with them, but there’s the young and there are the restless who qualify to know these meanings, and not to know them in a passive sense, but to know them as a matter of responsibility and duty. As an example- look at the Muslims in this area, -Masha-Allah- numbers are growing exponentially, but does anyone of these status quo scholars say to them how to think about Islam? No! That’s been taken care of in a more complex way. There are indirect ways of penetrating the Muslim mind and psyche to render us where we are today? An opportunity like Jum’ah, where the Muslims can express their determination just passes by, and rather than take the opportunity, Muslims are comfortably listening or even falling asleep through a khutbah. Is this what Allah wants? But this is the effect that seeps down from the pharoah’s office, and makes its presence known in the Masaajid. And then, after experiencing this, not knowing it, Allah says:

And we want to favour those who have been without power in the world. (Surah Al-Qassas verse 8)
Allah wants us, but it seems like all indications are that we do not want Him. 
Brothers and Sisters…

Know that when the Muslims felt the responsibility of Islam, there was only one power that they felt accountable to, and that was the power of Allah. The wider issues of worldly and earthly powers did not factor into their behaviour, tactics and strategy. They didn’t care how much any other force in the world had accumulated power, because they knew that power is the sole possession of Allah. They did not go about saying we have to win roman or mushrik or kaafir public opinion to our course. What happened to today’s Muslims? Why is it that they brought into the Muslims relationship with Allah worldly and earthly power figures? What happened to Allah in all of this? Is Allah just a secular God? Or just a deity that we remember once a week, or 30 minutes in our salaah during the day?! Is that our relationship with Allah? And if it is, don’t be surprised that we are where we are today? There should be a new Muslim, a new Islamic fibre, a new Islamic will that only deals with Allah? Isn’t this the character of Allah’s Prophet? When Moosa found that the forces of the world were going against him, he said Oh Allah, but it is only a fitnah/trial from you. (Surah A’raf verse 155)
This is a statement of intense meanings. When the Last Prophet of Allah found himself in conditions similar to Moosa’s, he said O Allah, I complain to you. What happened to our “leaders” when we find ourselves in these types of conditions? They hop around the world, because they find divinities and deities and authorities in the capitals and in the palaces and in the mansions. And then, either you are part of the problem or you are part of the solution- there’s no area in-between. And because the mainstream of today’s Masaajid goers are part of the problem, you can understand why we have what is happening to us. And all of this is said only for the purpose of stimulating us.
