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~Iraq’s Quest for Freedom by Jahangir Mohammed~


You have to feel for the Iraqi people.  They have been liberated from one despotism only to be enslaved by another - United States, Israeli and British crusader imperialism. So having ended one chapter in their long road to freedom and independence another begins. The Iraqi people have never been free, after liberating themselves from the imperialism of the British Empire, they eventually ended up in the hands of a CIA sponsored Baathist tyranny led by Saddam.  The West armed, backed and instigated Saddam against his neighbours Iran and Kuwait.  Millions died as a consequence.  Then the West killed and starved nearly one million people with sanctions.  Having starved and totally weakened the Iraqi people and nation, albeit with the help of Saddam, they have now became moral and ethical.  They wanted to liberate the Iraqi people from Saddam they told us.  They became the good guys, and Saddam the bad guy.  But that is not the reality.  We must never forget that Western Governments are the source of this evil.  In law if you supply someone with a weapon to kill and instigate him or her to kill someone, and they do in fact commit murder, you are also an accomplice to that act.  So whatever crimes Saddam committed the West is equally guilty.

In the course of the so-called "liberation" of the Iraqi people, the US led Crusaders established some new principles of ethics and morality.  In order to liberate Iraq from despotic rule, wholesale murder of innocent life can be justified.  Tony Blair even said he could justify this to his God (although he couldn't convince his own people).  But what the US and Britain have done in Iraq is pure evil.  They did not liberate the people of Iraq they ensured that they would be permanently subjugated.  Whatever infrastructure was left for the maintenance of modern life (left after the first Gulf war), they destroyed it, knowing full well the more they destroyed, the more contracts to rebuild it would be handed out to themselves.  In using this awesome military power they established another principle, violence and force of arms are the only way to achieve you political goals and are morally acceptable.  They demonstrated this, at the same time as they rubbished those that wanted peaceful and diplomatic solutions as outdated "pacifists" and Muslims that endorse violence to achieve freedom and liberation as "terrorists".

In reality the crusaders have totally destroyed whatever civic and economic life existed in Iraq.  Thousands have and will continue to die, because of the lack of power water, shelter, unequipped hospitals and unexploded ordinance left behind.  The wealth of the Iraqi people has also been stolen from them, and they will pay the bill for this rebuilding.  The ultimate act of evil was the endorsement of the occupation of Iraq by the United Nations and its effective handover to the invaders. This of course is not the first time that the United Nations has handed over Muslim land to Judeo- Christian Crusaders.  The League of Nations before the UN gave Britain the mandate to run Palestine in its last act before becoming extinct. Knowing that the UN will always act against Muslim interests, it amazes me that Muslims still trust it, and are willing to sit at its table (it is worth noting that Britain and the US, feeling vulnerable over lack of international support for Muslims anywhere, began to peddle the argument that they went to Bosnia and Kosovo to save Muslims.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  In Bosnia they waited until 400,000 Muslims had been killed and 50,000 Muslim women raped, before they intervened. They imposed an arms embargo which denied the Muslims the means to defend themselves against the Serbs. During the genocide against Kosovo Muslims, they always referred to the Kosovans as ethnic Albanians.  Now they refer to them as Muslims! In both cases they acted to prevent independent Muslim states emerging in Europe).  The recent lifting of Iraqi sanctions was not for the Iraqi people but for Western companies who would have been in breach of UN sanctions if they entered into contracts to rebuild Iraq.  

Thousands of Western companies vying for contracts is the ultimate humiliation for the Muslim world. Like vultures they descended and were picking at the corpse of the Iraqi people and nation (many of the contracts awarded by the US will go to companies run and owned by Zionist supporters of Israel- Iraq's greatest enemy).  The Crusaders thus established another principle.  Loot and plunder of another nations' wealth is morally and ethically justifiable.  In fact it also exploded another myth - that Western economic success has been built on competitive edge, and the free market.  Western economic success has been built on loot and plunder of the wealth and resources of others.  

The poor Iraqi people, they are not allowed to form their own government, decide their own destiny, or even bid for contracts to manage and rebuild their own country.  Before the Crusaders took over the country they took over the oilfields.  Before they formed a government or consulted the Iraqi people, they dished out the contracts (which are all illegal).  Clearly all this has not been for the Iraqi people.   So where exactly is the freedom and independence that the West talks about?  After decades of struggle for freedom and independence they have ended up as slaves to the US, Israel and Britain.  So for the Iraqi people another struggle for freedom and liberation emerges.  This will inevitably lead to both political and armed struggle for independence against the Crusaders.  It will lead to resistance to US attempts to rule and rebuild Iraq.  It will mean the people of Iraq and the Muslim Ummah never bestowing any recognition or legitimacy on the Crusader or UN appointed Government. It will mean the people of Iraq recognising only the legitimacy of their own, especially the Ulema, both Sunni and Shia who must work in unity. If this is the scenario for Iraq then the same applies in Afghanistan. Where so called "liberation" from the Taliban has meant only slavery to the US, Britain and Israel.  The oil pipeline through their country, which they intended to use an Argentinean company for, and would have given them the resources to work towards the creation of an Islamic State, is now in the hands of US oil firm.  The Afghan Muslims are famous for their heroic resistance to colonialists and Crusaders.  They will never surrender Insha'allah.  The US strategy in Afghanistan has been the same as that of the former Soviet Union.  When pro-Soviet regimes were under threat they would invade and install their own puppets like, Babrak Karmal in Afghanistan.  All this was in the name of freedom and modernity as defined by their Soviet ideology.  The role of women was also their rallying cry, as was denunciation of "backward religious fanatics". When the Soviets invaded, the first thing they did was to take Afghan men out of work and put women in their place, thus destroying the family unit.  The mistake that Muslims in Afghanistan and elsewhere have made is to consider the West and the US as different to the Soviet Empire.

The struggle for Muslim freedom, independence and liberation is not confined to Iraq and Afghanistan.  It is a global struggle for every Muslim. It is now the number one priority for each and every one of us.  Oppressed Muslims everywhere do not need our pity; they need our active involvement in their struggle for freedom.

But our struggle must be informed by recognition of some unpleasant realities.  We are in this very predicament today because we failed to understand the nature of our enemies, their ideologies, systems and what our own Deen requires from us.  Our lands were never independent and free from the yolks of colonialism.  The struggles for national self-determination only partially completed the job.  Malcolm X put it succinctly  "When you’re playing ball and they get you trapped, you don't throw the ball away, you throw it to one of your team-mates who's in the clear.  And this is what the European powers did".  Malcolm also pointed out that you don't achieve freedom with the help of your enemies; "freedom is something you have to do for yourself".  We must realise that the rulers and secular elites in the Muslim world are not part of our team, they are the ones to whom the Europeans threw the ball when they left. We treated them as one of us, and this only prolonged the struggle for freedom and independence. Now that the West sees members of their team under threat, the US, which inherited Europe's imperial role, is back in the region to prop up a new team to run the Muslim world.

We must also recognise that the West rules the world not because of its political or economic superiority, but by its sheer military power.  If the Muslim world is to rise again it will only do so if it becomes a military Ummah.  Only then will it be able to defend itself from those who seek to loot its wealth and impose their ways on it.  Before our very eyes in Iraq we have witnessed the fate of a Muslim nation that allowed itself to be weakened by following the agenda of the West and allowing non-Muslim intervention in our affairs.  The message is that Muslims should never be weak. We must also realise that to resist the US led crusaders, we must do so collectively or be picked off one by one.  Whilst they fight in alliance, they pick on weak countries who fight individually.

The single most important lesson from Iraq however is that we must not allow the West any inroads into our affairs and lands.  It does not matter that it is the UN, or aid agencies, or human right agencies or the media, or the search for Islam.  If they want to send in the UN to see if Muslim nations have weapons of mass destruction or are in breach of some human rights or treaties, tell them to go to hell, or better still go to Israel first, to see what they are up to. Does Israel or India allow anyone (even the UN) to interfere in their affairs?  Our history is full of examples of how if you treat these Europeans with decency and civility they end up robbing your nation.  Remember they came for trade to India and what they did in Spain and the Ottoman Empire. Their methods have not changed one iota since then.  In India, the British army would send Indians from their army to rape and ravage villages, thus showing local people that their own people were terrible.  Then the white members of the same army would enter the village and administer medical and humanitarian aid.  The message would be to the colonial world that they were civilised and the Indians savages.  Now they destroy Iraq and Afghanistan, and at the same time administer aid and deliver food packages, and take injured little children for treatment to western hospitals.  How terribly civilised these European Crusaders are!

Above all, those regimes in the Muslim world that are part of the US crusader team and have allowed foreign powers to establish military bases in the Muslim world, must be seen as enemies of the Islamic Ummah, regardless of the fact that they also happen to fund Islamic activities to disguise their illegitimacy.  They are simply administrators on behalf of foreign colonialists.  We will never be free and independent until these criminals, who have stashed Muslim wealth in the Western world, are history.  The British and Americans should understand our quest for self-determination more than anyone else.  The British colonisers of America were one people.  But eventually the Americans fought an armed civil war against colonial administrators loyal to Britain. The reason was quite simple, all people want to choose their own style of government and manage their own affairs.  The desire for Muslim freedom and independence is no different to that of any other people.  And if some Muslims engage in armed struggle to achieve their goals, they are simply doing what many before them have done, including the United States. The message to the West is simple, keep out of our affairs and lands and stop propping these dictators.  We can achieve freedom and independence without your interference.

Jahangir Mohammed, Director, Centre for Muslim Affairs. UK. (c-m-a@fsmail.net)      

Comment: The Muslim Ummah has lost most of its self-esteem and confidence. It needs to urgently take up arms against Imperialist Terrorism. Weed out Pro-Imperialist Imams that downplay the role of Jihad during this WAR on ISLAM. We need to love death like they love life! ONLY the chopping off of our enemies’ heads will liberate this Ummah! Fee Amaani-ALLAH!  
