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~Islam’s Beautiful Masaajid ~


Bismillahir-Rahmaan-ir-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his noble Companions and Family. 

The Masjid is the central nervous system of the body of Islam, and its hub of activity. The Ummah should be directed appropriately and courageously from the Musjid, in order to deal with the current challenges the Ummah is faces. Muslims gather here fives times a day and stand shoulder-to-shoulder and heart-to-heart as a single body, forgetting all differences in order to focus on the devotion to Allah, and love for the Prophet (SAW) and his followers. This common gathering place gives Muslims the unique opportunity to rally against this Ummah’s opposition forces and other challenges. But does this happen? Instead, the Masjid is only used for rituals, hence limiting the potential of one of Islam’s most important resources, and reducing it to merely being much admired monumental architecture.

Upon surveying the current state of most Masaajid, one finds that these Masaajid are extremely beautiful, each better than the other. They are well kept and have luxurious carpets, ideal water temperatures, under floor heating, chandeliers, and many other expensive accessories like clocks and sound systems. It is ironic that much effort and money is spent in order to provide a facility that is mainly utilised for approximately 3 hours per day. What happens to this extravagance for the remaining 21 hours of the day? Wasted! This is what the Prophet (SAW) said about wastage: 

“Don’t waste water even if you are on the banks of the river”

Although lots of money and time has been spent in building and maintaining these Masaajid, one notices that on most occasions, other than the Friday prayer, they are empty and lay at waste. Upon surveying the attendees at the Masaajid, one concludes that most Masaajid are essentially graveyards for dying old men. It is evident that these men seek ALLAH, and the youth outside and around the precincts of the Masaajid don’t. Where are the YOUTH- the future leaders of the Ummah? What are they doing with their time and energy? Yes, they have plenty time and energy, but are the Masaajid responsible for killing off this positive energy? Why don’t the Masaajid capitalise on the youth’s time and energy in order to channel them towards becoming useful Muslims? Why do many of them prefer loitering outside or around the corner from the Masjid, preferring the cold street to these luxurious, comfortable Masaajid? Does this not indicate that there is a problem with the youth, or the Masaajid or both? The problem is that the Masaajid don’t cater for the youth by not arranging activities that concern the youth, like physical training, personal development exercises, etc.  Most speeches target the elders, whilst the youth are ignorant of Islam’s glorious, exciting history. They know about Napolean, and Ghandhi, but have they heard about the greatest General ever, Hazrath Khalid bin Walid (RA) mentioned in the Masjid? Why don’t Muslims know about Hazrath Abu Dhujana (RA) and the many great personalities that Islam has produced? Yes, the Western heroes personified in the media are incomparable to the heroes that Islam has produced. The youth need alternatives, and the Masjid must provide it, before we lose them totally to the schemes and designs of our enemies. 

Muslim leaders must realise that they are responsible and accountable for the youth in front of Allah. Therefore, it is the Masjid that should take care of these youth today so that they could be the competent Muslim leaders of character tomorrow. These potential leaders will hold the future, honour and protection of this noble Ummah in their hands, and today’s elders will reap what they sow. Who’s going to be blamed if these future leaders are weak and maligned from Islam? As Muslims, the bond based on the faith is far nobler and virtuous than the bond based on blood. Therefore, these lost Muslim youth that need guidance are our brothers and sons, irrespective if we are their biological parents or not! If we pay attention to them, they will be pivotal in restoring this Ummah’s dignity and respect. The type of leaders today’s youth will be tomorrow would indicate the dignity and respect. Tomorrow’s leaders will be a reflection of today’s leaders. We have to solve the problems of these future role models and protectors of Islam. Can concerned parents trust their kids with these future leaders?       

Every Masjid is the property of ALLAH and the Ummah, and the custodians of these places of worship have a huge responsibility on their shoulders. Not only are they answerable to Allah, but they are also accountable to the Ummah. The Ummah also has a responsibility beyond just contributing financially to the running costs of these Masaajid. It is every Muslim’s duty to regularly audit these Masaajid and their operations, since the custodians of these Masaajid have got many responsibilities and being human, might need some assistance and guidance. Another grave concern is the educational policies adopted by these Masaajid and especially which speaker is allowed to address the Musallees. There was an incident when a Saudi-Sheikh addressed a community and after being asked questions, said that the Shariah of the Hereafter approves Muslims trading in alchohol with the Kuffar in the Gulf. There was an Ameer, many elders, scholars, etc. present that didn’t take issue with this kind of fitnah being propagated from their mimbar. 

Dear Muslims! This is the pathetic state that radiates from some Masaajid thereby negatively affecting the Muslims in its sphere of influence. Another example of misuse of the Masjid is during the mubarak month of Ramadhaan, when musallees break their fast at the Masjid. Although there is a great benefit in sharing and breaking fast in congregation, many kids mess the Masjid and waste food, leaving the Muazzin with lots of cleaning up to do. This is a bad practice that many Masaajid are guilty off. What needs to happen is for these kids to leave their messy, wasteful ways at home and learn to clean up after themselves and at the same time, foster brotherhood by assisting each other in cleaning up. This is an opportunity for the elders to build the Tarbiyah (character) of our future leaders. This habit could then be taken home where these kids would help their moms and sisters with the kitchen chores, thereby developing Tarbiyah even further. 

A musallee was robbed on the way to a Masjid. The message from the Masjid was that they shouldn’t come to the Masjid alone, but rather in groups or use cars. Is this the solution to the problem? Why couldn’t the Masjid be utilised appropriately and courageously to mobilise this congregation of men to get together and weed out this problem of theft and muggings in the area? It is this very cowardly attitude of the Masaajid that send a clear message to the preying criminals that we Muslims are easy targets and that they will have no resistance from us. This attitude invites them to come and victimise us even more, just like the rest of the Muslim Ummah is victimised all over. 

The Ummah is in the middle of a war and being stripped of its honour. This is purely because of the inaction by the Muslim community that isn’t directly affected. Thus we have contributed to betraying this oppressed Ummah. It is FARD upon the community to act! Everyone of us is guilty if we do not stop oppression or aspire to do so. The ONLY institution that can teach us this and mobilise us is the Masjid. The Crime is we have allowed it to be dominated by those who know the least of what to do in this situation.

 

How can we wake a sleeping community when the heart is not pumping and the brain not working? In such a state, the community is left in a coma, languishing here from one Friday to the next. This is when we have to ask ourselves whether this is the Islam that our noble predecessors entrusted us with. Yes! They spent their blood and lives to give this Islam to us, and what do we give Islam back in return?  What type of an Islam will we leave for our successors?  Fee Amaani-Allah!


