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~The Abstention from Politics is a Political Agenda in Itself ~       


Bismillahir-Rahmaan-ir-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Is Jihad Only A Defensive Strategy? 

Presently Islam is faced with an onslaught of the western media, which has given the same meaning to the terms ‘Jihad’, ‘Qitaal’, and ‘terrorism’. These terms are used to vilify and defame the true face of Islam. This is not a first-time phenomenon. The same situation existed in the early period of previous century when the charge was made that Islam spread by the sword. Some Muslim thinkers, in awe and under influence of the West, adopted the apologetic point of view that Islam only allows for Jihad as a defensive strategy. This stance is obviously not in compliance with Qur’an or Sunnah. Let us turn to the two sources for guidance in this issue: 

“But when the forbidden months are past then fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them” [al-Qur’an 9:5]

“Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day nor hold that forbidden which has been forbidden by Allah and His apostle nor acknowledge the religion of truth (even if they are) of the People of the Book until they pay the Jizya with willing submission and feel themselves subdued.” [al-Qur’an 9:29]
“O you who believe! Fight the unbelievers who are near to you (geographically) and let them find firmness in you” [al-Qur’an 9:123]
“O believers, fight them until there is no more Fitnah and the Deen of Allah is established completely” [al-Qur’an 8:39]
The Prophet (saw) is known to have said, “I have been ordered to wage war against people until they bear witness to the fact that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is His messenger, establish Prayer, and pay the poor-due. If they comply, then they have save their wealth and lives from me except for that which is the right of Islam and their accountability is with Allaah”. [Bukhari, Muslim]
The quoted Ayaat and the Hadith prove that Jihad is not only a defensive strategy, it definitely has an offensive outlook as well. Let us understand why this is so. 
Purpose Of Jihad As An Offensive Strategy: 

The reason for Jihad’s offensive outlook is plainly stated in the last-quoted verse which orders to quell ‘Fitnah’. Fitnah is characterized by such a state of tribulation in which it becomes impossible for the Muslims to stay on the path of Islam. This occurs in every collective society that is not based on the sovereignty of Allah (swt). Hence, the greatest Fitnah is a Batil (false) system which becomes a basis for exploitation and injustice. As it is an obligation of Muslims to annihilate all forms of exploitation and injustice, Jihad, in turn, also becomes an obligation. Obviously, no system itself yields to another rival system, and the replacement of a system is not possible without resorting to force. 

“There is no compulsion in Deen”

The above discussion gives rise to an apparent contradiction, that is, Qur’an also plainly states that “There is no compulsion in Deen”. This contradiction is reconciled by the understanding that in relation to individuals’ conversion to Islam, there is no compulsion whatsoever. No individual non-Muslim can be forced to accept Islam. Different, however, is the case of a collective system. Here, without a doubt, there is coercion involved. Non-Islamic systems will definitely be forced to come under the yoke of Islamic system. If such forces resist, they will be given three options: either accept Islam, in which case you will be our brethren and honored by us; or pay tax for your protection to the Islamic state and live in submission; else prepare for war. 
Special Case Of Arabs viz Compulsion: 

In relation to the Arabs during the time of the Prophet (saw), the compulsion to accept Islam was also bestowed upon individuals. This was, however, an exception to the rule of “There is no compulsion in Deen”. The reason behind this was connected with Allah’s Law of Collective Punishment. According to this law, the residents of a nation, to whom a messenger has been sent, are destroyed upon rejecting their messenger’s teachings. The Prophet’s (saw) immediate mission was to establish Islam in the Arabian peninsula. Upon the triumph of Islam in the peninsula at the hands of the Prophet (saw) himself, even the individuals were told to accept Islam, leave the Islamic state, or be put to the sword. This ultimatum given to the Arabs of the time was a form of punishment upon them. 
Reason For Spread Of Islam: 

As for the question: if Islam did not spread by the sword then how can its expansion and conversion of individuals be explained? The reason for this is that people were influenced and attracted by the fruits and blessings of the Islamic system, the character and conduct of Muslims, and the profound teachings of Islam. People not only accepted the Islamic religion but some also adopted the Islamic culture; to the extent that they even adopted the Arabic language. 
Why Change The Established System? 

A pertinent question related to our discussion is: why is it necessary to replace a non-Islamic system with an Islamic one? Surely one can pile up a good amount of reward by praying, giving charity, and engaging in remembrance of Allah (swt)? “We have been sent to bring mankind from the darkness of ignorance into the light of Iman, and from the tyranny of kings into the justice of Islam”. 
Every non-Islamic system is a handy work of the Devil, who seeks to destroy the noble and honoured status bestowed upon human beings. The Islamic view is that the human being is an elevated creature, more exalted than even the angels. This divinely-bestowed status on them was rejected by the Devil and he revolted against Allaah (swt). Since then it has been his utmost struggle to lead mankind astray on paths of repression, tyranny, beastiality, and ungodliness. The most effective tool for the Devil to carry out his scheme is an ungodly (non-Islamic) system. Such a devilish system becomes a hurdle in the turning of people’s attention towards God, and instead, reduces them to less-than-humans. From this point of view, to release mankind from the shackles of such a system is the greatest humanitarian effort. 
Fruits Of An Islamic System: 

Only under a true Islamic system is it possible for humanity to realize its greatness and nobility as human beings. Only a true Islamic system will make it possible for people to have their proper rights, protection of property and lives, and promote peace and harmony among the global community. It is only upon the realization of such a system that humanity will achieve true success –that of the Hereafter. 
Obstacle In The Way Of A Just System: 

Today, the greatest obstacle standing in the way of a just human society is the New World Order. The NWO is in reality a project of Jews, bent on total economic subjugation of the world. The Jews have become the agents of the Devil in carrying out his scheme. The wealth-hoarding multi-nationals and interest-based banking are under the control of the Jewish community and through these the world’s wealth is being devoured by the few while leaving the rest of humanity into abject poverty. 
Conclusion: 

Every non-divine system will result in exploitation and subjugation of the masses. Such a system can never establish total justice and equality. The proof for this is before us in the form of the neo global superpower, the US, which is operating on the law of “Might is Right”. It has reserved all rights of justice and equality for its own citizens, however, for the rest of humanity, it knows no rule and recognizes no law. The deliverance of enslaved mankind from the clutches of such an oppressive slave-master cannot be accomplished without force and coercion. It is exactly for this annihilation of such oppression and tyranny that Islam has ordained Jihad to be an obligation upon Muslims and imbued it with offensive elements.  
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