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~Introduction: Why was Street Mimbar Created? ~ 


Bismillahir-Rahmaan-ir-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

A day after America and its Allies started bombing Muslims in Iraq, the Imam from the Haram didn’t mention the plight of this Ummah during his Khutbah. His silence about the future of the Muslims in Iraq was indicative of his pathos for them. Ignoring their plight, he opted for a more important topic, PIETY. Whilst preaching PIETY, he also showed how pious he was by having no regard for oppressed Muslim neighbours, by not denouncing his government’s enjoining evil with President Bush. By not denouncing this he is guilty of accepting this evil, since Bush says “You are either with us, or with them”. How many imams use the mimbar to provide solutions to the problems facing this Ummah? It is evident that this Ummah’s main problem is safety and security, since many Muslim leaders and future leaders are being butchered daily just because they proclaim Shahaadah. We have a situation where the mimbar that is similar to preaching solutions for floods during droughts. The Muslim Ummah has been at War for many years, but most mimbars still choose to propagate Jihad-e-Nafs or struggling to conquer the inner-self, and confining Islam to the arches of the Masaajid and the hearts of Muslims. Tthen mimbars should be exhorting Muslims to develop themselves so as to defend the Ummah as this together with beseeching Allah’s help, is the solution to the problems experienced by this Ummah.

Contrarily we are reminded about individual acts of worship, toilet and bathroom ethics, which we were educated about as kids. This is the root of the problem facing this Ummah. How can this ummah advance when Makkah, Medina and many Masaajid, which are supposed to be the central nervous system and heart of this Ummah, have been contaminated rotten by its leaders. The Prophet (SAW) said, “When Arabia degenerates, then Islam is degenerate”. I’m not saying that all masaajid in the world are in such a deplorable and shameful state, but it’s every musallee’s responsibility to audit the information being propagated from their mimbars and ask “How has our noble Imam helped the Ummah overcome its plight today?”. If the answer is positive, say Subhaan-ALLAH! If the answer is negative, then the similitude of a learned person who can’t help mankind is as the Quran verse 62:4 puts it: “the donkey carrying books”. The Prophet SAW provides a definition of the Imam as recorded in Sahih-Muslim as follows: “The Imam is a shield that protects the Muslims and from behind whom the Muslims fight”. 

The musallees on the other hand are massaged into a sea of slumber from one Khutbah to the next by talks that extricate the true meaning of the struggle for this Ummah’s liberation. It’s either that the Imams don’t have enough time to discuss the vastness of our problems, or they deliberately exclude certain topics that maligns the balanced purpose of Islam, or they aren’t educated in issues related to the liberation of this Ummah. Whatever the reason, the result is the same – the Muslim Ummah doesn’t get the mandate to mobilise against forces of oppression from the mimbar! The Prophet SAW said: "The Muslim Ummah is a unique Ummah among the whole of mankind: Their Land is one, their War is one, their Peace is one, their Honour is one and their Trust is one." (Ahmed). Yet, most mimbars don’t propagate that Islamic brotherhood knows no geographical, racial, cultural or other bounds, so a Muslim in South Africa has the same responsibility as the Muslim in Afghanistan or elsewhere. If this is not pitiful enough, cowardice is propagated from some mimbars that Muslims can’t take on struggle as our iman isn’t strong enough, and until we are totally pious, will never earn the help of Allah. Most imams don’t encourage the weak-hearted that new Muslims with limited Iman and Islamic Knowledge participated in most Islamic battles, and Hazrath Khalid bin Walid was chosen to lead the Muslim army in the battle of Hunain whilst his iman was in its infancy. Our Prophet SAW shared the spoils of war equally between the new and old Muslims. What some imams don’t seem to know is that when the Mujahid is in the battle preparing for martyrdom, his “nafs” and all other spiritual weaknesses are promptly disciplined, thereby making him instantaneously very pious.  

In light of the above, the Street Mimbar aims to supplement the general Khutbahs until there is an unbiased, non-sectarian, balanced approach adopted by the mimbars. Although this Ummah is a literate one, it is ironically a majority non-reading one, since the first command from Allah was “Read!”. So when it comes to Islamic Education, this Ummah is totally dependant on the sometimes-questionable education of some Scholars. This is also pathetic since the Prophet (SAW) said “Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave”. Criticism and suggestions are invited from all as to whether such Khutbahs are needed or not. In the words of one of the greatest men ever, Sayyidina Abu-Bakr As-Sididique (RA), “If I’m correct support me, if I mistake, council me. To speak the truth to a leader is allegiance, to conceal the mistakes of a leader is treason” .  

And now to the task at hand: Muslims! In times like these, the True Muslim is feverishly and actively seeking the liberation of brothers and sisters, and the liberation of Islam. Muslims fight neither with numbers nor weapons, but with faith. In the lands of Jihad, awaits two glorious alternatives, Victory and Martyrdom! Arise from your TV rooms and places of frivolity and sally forth in search of the cup of Martyrdom, and if lucky, you will sip from it to be presented in the courts of your Lord wrapped with the Golden Robe of Martyrdom and abundant noble deeds in your hands. Muslims! You have witnessed diplomacy, UN Resolutions, Anti-War protests. Now witness and pay heed to the commandments of Allah, for it is better to face these worldly judges for fighting oppression than face Allah, the Judge of judges for being so complacent. So train hard! Persevere with Patience!  Eat healthy, keep healthy and strong. ALLAH says: 

"And why should you not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)? - Men, women, and children, whose cry is: 'Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from You, one who will protect; and raise for us from You, one who will help. " (Al-Qur’an 4:75)  NOTE: While you wait your opportunity develop in all aspects. Train hard! 

"Permission (to fight) is given to those upon whom war is made because they are oppressed, and most surely Allah is well able to assist them. (They are) those who have been expelled from their homes in defiance of right,- (for no cause) except that they say, "our Lord is Allah". Did not Allah check one set of people by means of another, there would surely have been pulled down monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, in which the name of Allah is commemorated in abundant measure. Allah will certainly aid those who aid HIS (cause);- for verily Allah is full of Strength, Exalted in Might, (able to enforce His Will)."  ( Quran 22:39-40)

"And those who disbelieve, they are protecting friends one to another, Unless you (Muslims) protect one another there will be persecution and great corruption in the land."  (Quran 8:73)

"O you who believe! Choose not your fathers nor your brethren for protectors if they love disbelief over belief; whoever of you takes them for protectors, such are wrong-doers.” (Qur’an 9:23)- NOTE: Kuwaitis, Saudis and their ULEMA have been defying ALLAH by seeking protection from Kuffar for 10 years now. US military is active there for 10 years.
 “O ye who believe! Do not take as confidants those who are not of you; they will not fail to cast disorder among you; they are pleased by what troubles you. Hatred has been revealed out of their mouths: what their breasts conceal is yet greater. We have made the signs clear to you, if you would but understand.”  (Holy Qur’an 3:118) 
 I leave you with a letter from Hazrath Abu-Bakr Siddique (RA) to Hazrath Khalid bin Walid (RA), undoubtedly the greatest war General and whose lasts words were:  "I die even as a camel dies. I die in bed, in shame. May the eyes of cowards never find rest in sleep!".  Now, the letter:

“From Abu-Bakr, servant of the Lord and Caliph of the Prophet (pboh) to Khalid bin Walid, his companions, Ansars and Muhajirin and their sincere followers, with salutations. I praise God besides whom there is none worthy of worship. All praise to Him who has fulfilled His Promise, helped His servant, bestowed honour on His friends and disgraced His enemies. He alone has given victory to the guided people. Verily there is none besides Him worthy of worship.

“Allah has promised those among you who believe, and do righteous good deeds, that He will certainly grant them succession to ( rulers) on earth, as He granted it to those before them, and that He will grant them the authority to practice their religion, that which He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam). And He will surely give them in exchange a safe security after their fear (provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not associate anything (in worship) with Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah)”. (Qur’an 24:55)

This is the promise of God and He will not retract it. This is a promise in which there is no doubt. He has made Jihad obligatory. Allah states: 

Jihad (holy fighting in Allah's Cause) is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know. (Quran 2:216).

 Fulfill the covenant that you have entered to with God and observe your duty to Allah even though you may face great hardships, toil and labour in their observance and you may have to endanger your life and property. In the face of the immense reward of God these things are of little moment. Fight in the way of God and God will bestow His kindness upon you. Allah states: 

“march forth, whether you are light (being healthy, young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and poor), strive hard with your wealth and your lives in the Cause of Allah. This is better for you, if you but knew.”  (Quran 9:41) 
I direct Khalid bin Walid to march to Iraq and not to leave it till further commanded. All his companions should also accompany him. Let there be no slackness in this. This is a course of action wherein God will reward amply everyone who will willingly join this enterprise and strive sincerely. They should also stay in Iraq till further orders. May God bring to fruition our efforts for the good in this world and the good in the inevitable Heareafter. Fare ye well.” 
